legislature; I'm the Vice-Chair of the Senate Business
and Transportation Committee and serves in our Rules
Committee. In addition of this role, to my role as state
legislator in Oregon, | have the privilege these years of
serving as National Conference of State Legislatures’
president, better known as NCSL.

I'm really privileged to have this opportunity to be
invited to participant in this conference. | sincerely want
to give my thanks to TCF's president Lin Chin-chang
and his staff, all of you for being here, for giving the
opportunity to engage to exchange with you the
ideas, and that practices how we can cooperate,
bring better governance to our respective districts. So
today | am here to represent the NCSL, and | would like
to give to you a more in depth understanding of our
organization’s history, mission and the current event o
support the work of sub national legislators in United
State and rest of the world. In 1974, there were 3
organizations in America, the United State, representing
the interest the state legislators and staff, because they
were 3, their influence was diluted, so there were 7
legislators and 2 legislators’ staff, they came together
and envisioned a single national organization to
support, defend and strengthen the state legislatures.
After a survey the lawmakers and staff from around the
country, they confirmed their idea was a good one.
The 3 organizations were dissolved and on Jan. 1st,
1975, the National Conference of State Legislatures was
Created.

Ever since then, NCSL has worked in supportable
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belief, that the legislator service is one of democracy
worthiest to pursuit. Representing the citizen of districts
and the people of state, it's the very essence of a free
government. The National Conference of State
Legislator is a bipartisan organization, with branch
offices in Denver Colorado and Washington DC. The
organization is fundamentally dedicated to serving the
lawmakers and legislators’ staff, and nation’s 50 states’
commonwealth and territories. NCSL's source for
research, publications, consulting services, meeting
and seminars; It's the national conduit for lawmakers,
legislators in U.S, to communicate with one another and
share ideas. NCSL takes pride in itself to being an
effective and respective voice for the state and our
nation’s capital, representing our state’s legislature
inferest before Congress.

NCSL is committed to all legislators and staff and our
mission is to improve the quality and effectiveness of
state’s legislature, promote policy, innovation and
communication among state legislature, and ensure
state legislature has the strong and cohesive voice in
our federal system. The United States has over 7000
state legislators and more than 33,000 legislators’ staff,
as lawmakers we play an important role, in developing
the state agenda which is used to shape NCSL
advocacy work on Capitol Hill. NCSL is the voice of
state legislators in working with our federal Congress,
our efforts are reinforce by our legislator and staff
members participating in NCSL standing committees
and many task forces. Those committees and task
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forces adopt policies to better protect and reinforce
the right of state to formulate laws and govern base on
the need of their constituencies.

We have 50 states, and each of these 50 states has
different ideas, we don't all come to the same
perspective and yes we are different and yes we don't
want to federal government telling us what to do on
one sight fit all circumstances cross all 50 states. Those
policies that adopted in committees and task forces,
they became the backup for the NCSL's efforts to fight
against of unwarranted federation pre-action of state’s
law and fundamental, the federal legislature that
threaten the state's authority and autonomy. It's an
important work, and NSCL takes its cues from the states,
not just the state and the states’ legislators and staff
that working in these committees that | mentioned a
minute ago. The committees are much like the
committees that I'm sure you have in your legislative
assemblies: Education, Transportation, Human Services,
Crime and Punishment, Judiciary, those are the kinds of
committees that we have, Agriculture. And legislators
work together to develop policies as it relates to each
of those issue areas. The legislators in the 50 states
together represent more than 300 million people of
varying politics, diverse cultural backgrounds, and
different economic condifions. Fairly representing this
diversity of constituency can be daunting but NCSL
offers a variety of services to help lawmakers tailor
policies that will work for their states and their
constituencies. For each legislature, there is atf least one
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NCSL staff person that's assigned as a lead contact or
a state assignment staff to make access to NCSL's
services easy.

The strength of NCSL is our bipartisanship and
commitment to serving both Republicans and
Democrats. It is recognized in our comprehensive and
unbiased research. NCSL has the most up-to-date
information on a broad spectrum of critical state
legislative issues including healthcare, budgets,
elections, ethics, energy, fransportation, human
services, and education and many, many more. Each
of our committees that | mentioned has a Republican
and a Democrat co-chair. And they have equal
numbers of vice chairs of equal parties so that we have
that strong bipartisan perspective. NCSL's website is a
wealth of 50-state research, news, reports, and
information on laws passed, legislation pending, and
policies tried. NCSL does not advocate for any specific
policy positions in our states. Our research and analysis
is based on fact, not politics. Each year, NCSL answers
more than 16,000 questions from legislators and
legislative staff on issues from AIDS to taxation, pollution
to child welfare, and everything in between. Our
researchers respond quickly so that lawmakers working
on an amendment on the floor of the House or the
Senate during debate on a crifical bill can depend on
that fast service from NCSL. NCSL's award-winning State
Legislatures Magazine reports on legislative trends,
policies with promise, cost-saving solutions, and the
people and the processes of the legislative institution.
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The other multiple research reports and newsletters
published regularly by NCSL help better inform
legislators and staff and the public about actions and
innovations and public policy before they reach the
mainstream. NCSL is the only legislative organization
that advocates solely for state’s interest in Washington
DC with participation from lawmakers from both sides
of the aisle. NCSL defends state legislatures from federal
unfunded mandates and pre-emption that limit the
flexibility of states to innovate and be responsive to the
specific needs of their unique residents and advocates
maintaining state flexibility and authority. At a time
when the federal government increasingly attempts to
shift cost to the States, it's more important than ever for
state legislatures to speak out against unfunded
mandates proposed by the US Congress and the
administration. NCSL takes maximum advantage of its
principal outsets in lobbying and helps to support the
political link between state legislators and members of
Congress and in furn, tailors its efforts to the audiences
as it helps federal bodies understand state approaches
to issues. This is this tension between the state
governments and our federal government. NCSL
frequently arranges for state legislators to testify before
Congress on a variety of issues and schedules regular
meetings with lawmakers and members of Congress
and the executive branch to voice the state’s
concerns about federal legislation and regulations.
NCSL's meetings, Webinars, and professional
development seminars sharpen the skills of lawmakers
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and staff alike on subjects as varied as criminal
sentencing, drug problems, economic development,
healthcare, energy, environment, education, and tax
policy. NCSL invites expert to present their perspective
on these and other issues.

Each year, NCSL conducts more than 20 seminars
and training programmes which more than 4,000
legislators and legislative staff attended. We hope you
might consider attending our Legislative Summit in
Minneapolis, Minnesota this year. It's on August 18th o
the 22nd. The summit general programme takes place
from the 19th to the 22nd and there is additional
programme for international delegates that begins on
August 18th and is hosted by NCSL's International
Programmes Department. We encourage all
intfernational participants that are interested in getting
involved in NCSL to attend both the international
programme and the general summit as there are many
topics addressed during both sets of sessions that are
pertinent to the work of international legislators and
staff. Most NCSL legislative summits have over 4,500
aftendees each year, between 200 and 250 of which
are from international parliaments, assemblies, or
organizations like ours whose aims are to support the
strength and efficiency of the legislative institution.
NCSL has many years of experience of providing
technical assistance to state legislatures, parliaments,
and councils around the world in management,
staffing, organizational issues, as well as pressing policy
issues. NCSL continues to provide services of value to
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leaders and rank-and-file members alike while offering
the same to their international colleagues and
counterparts to the International Programmes
Department. The department accomplish this by
utilizing NCSL's years of legislative development
experience in promoting representative democracy
around the world. In accordance with the overarching
goals of NCSL, the International Programmes
Department aims to promote the power in the
development of the legislative institution. It is able to do
this by fostering close relationships and institutional
linkages between the United States legislators and staff
and their counterparts around the world. We
encourage political pluralism. We also promote good
governance and ethical standards and exchanging
information on issues of federalism, public policy
matters, and fiscal conditions. One of the many
strengths of NCSL's international work has been our
ability to develop and maintain longstanding
organizational partnerships with international
parliamentarians and staff. We have conducted a
number of exchanges around the globe and regularly
see our counterparts at our annual Legislative Summit.
Look at that. In fact, at our last meeting in Atlanta last
summer, we had over 200 international delegates from
more than 20 countries. Topics like transparency in
government, accountability, ethics, and citizen
involvement and engagement have been the
cornerstones of the efforts to fortify links between the
government institutions and the electorate. We have
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provided fraining and workshops for international
legislators and staff on institutional topics such as
legislative bill drafting, committee structure, and
parliamentary procedure. Our practical and adaptive
approach to legislative capacity building and
institutional reinforcement has afforded us access to an
extensive international network of parlioments and
legislative bodies with goals similar to ours.

Over the years, NCSL has been a fortunate partner
with such organizations as the Partnership of
Parliaments in Germany, the Commonwealth
Parliaomentary Association, and the Parliamentary
Confederation of the Americas among others. NCSL s
also proud of its infernational affiliate members — the
Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly of Québec -
and their continued dedication and support of our
organization’s mission and the goals supporting
federalism in government. We're always looking to
expand our cooperation with our counterparts
worldwide and appreciate forums like TCF that give us
a chance to do so. In conclusion, | am personally
honored to have the opportunity to learn from you and
to exchange experience that overcomes national
boundaries. Connecting with counterparts of distinct
nations and backgrounds is exceedingly valuable to
elected officials, staff, and legislators globally. These
connections provide diverse perspectives and solutions
to common issues in this ever-changing environment,
more globally connected. The experience is becoming
increasingly valuable and it's very fortunate that NCSL
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has continued to include these in important
exchanges. Again, | welcome and I'm grateful for the
opportunity to be here for this conference and | look
forward to listening to the other presentatfions as we
can all work together and learn from one another.
Thank you very much.

Prof. Bau :
Thank you Mr. Bruce Starr, thank you for your insight

and opinions. As you mentioned the operation of NCSL
is to enhance the quality of local legislature, for the
strength the networking among legislatures, regional
legislatures. NCSL is a bipartisan organization providing
local information and regional opinions to the central
government and maintaining the independence of
regional legislatures. Mr. Starr mentioned that NCSL also
share the legislatures experience with other countries,
and they provide a great platform for other countries
legislatures to communicate with United States. These
are the good insights. We thank you for sharing with us.
Next, we have President Matsuda for speech. Let’s
welcome President Matsuda.

President Matsuda :
Good morning, my name is Matsuda. First, please

allow me to infroduce myself. As you can see my profile
on page 24, | represent the Japanese Local Councilors
Alliance; | am very honored to be here to share with
you. First of all, I'd like to thank Councilor Lin, as well as
your staff and colleagues for inviting us to be here
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today. On, March 11, 2011 in Japan, we had a great
earthquake. After the disaster, we received warm
support, mentally or physical support from Taiwan. That
is why our colleagues in the disaster-hit area specifically
ask me to come here and express our gratitude. Thank
you again for supporting us and helping us.

Today, I'll talk about our Japanese Local Councilors
Alliance. As you can see on page 51, we have
intfroduction of our organization. Japan Conference
was established in 1997. To improve our country, local
lawmakers, representatives from culture circle, religions,
governments, local legislators and national legislators,
got together and founded this organization. This is not a
polifical organization. It is a civic organization. By 2007,
we have 1700 local lawmakers so we forged an
alliance. Because of the different legislatures, we had
some street demonstrations or activities. Because we still
have district and towns and townships, we have
different levels of governments. Of course all above
these governments, there is a central government.
Since we have all these different organized institutions,
local lawmakers and local legislators, which are so
close to the citizens and can better reflect the citizens'’
voice. That is why we formed this alliance. Our goal is to
reflect the voice for our people to central government.

From n this picture you can see that we had more the
10000 people attending the meeting. In that meeting
we were going to discuss fo amend the basic
education law. It was about 8 years ago, and was a
public hearing that | moderated. Why did we want to
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amend the education law? It's because the existing
law is a little bit outdated. After the war, we had some
debates on our education system. A lot of people
believed that we needed to amend the old education
law. Eight years ago, we listened to people’s opinion
and we made the amendment. The Tenno, the
Emperor, his 20 years anniversary, for his celebration, we
had 30000 people attending the meeting to celebrate
the 20 years anniversary. In the picture you can see the
emperor and the queen. We also had some pictures of
celebration. The emperor and the queen presented at
the conference. It was the celebration for the 20 years
anniversary and he was with us at the conference of
amending the education law as well.

For our organization, we advocate the development
of the country, to respect the traditional culture and the
royal family members. We hope to formulate a new
constitution and a new education basic law. As an
independent country, we also work hard in diplomatic
work as well as national security, to ensure our national
security. Right now we know that we have some issues
in the northeast Asia, some territorial conflicts in
southern sea, and the Tiaoyutais Island’s issue. We hope
the American military base can minimize its size, at the
same time we hope it could protect the Japan's
security. Many local lawmakers have reflected the
people’s voices to the central government,
representing the voice of our people and making it
heard by the central government.

Another picture is the traditional martial art, which is
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the tradition of Japan but not included in the
education law. This is the reason why we want to make
amend to the basic education law. About 3 years ago,
we started to teach and encourage children to start
learning some of the traditional martial art. | also told
my colleagues and some of the parents about the
importance of practicing martial art. Martial art is not to
bully others. It is a sport. It is an exercise. With the martial
art, it defends us, but not attack other people, just like
we do not attack other countries, but we need to
defend our country. Martial art is personal defense, so
we hope our children to be about to protect
themselves with it, but not using it to attack other
people. Our Prime Minister Abe is promoting some
policies, like culture policies, economic policies and the
reforms that he's pushing. | believe they are going to be
successful and we are in full support of our Prime
minister Abe. We also told him that the local
governments are willing to help the central
government to reform our country. Hopefully in the
future, under the leadership of the Prime Minister Abe,
we can build Japan into a better country. Of course,
Japan Congress also works with other congresses
around the world, like a close tfie with Taiwanese local
legislatures.

| was in Taiwan last month in May. | went to Keelung
city council. This is the picture of visiting Keelung city
council. We also have sister councils. For example,
Kanagawa have friendly alliance like a cooperative
partnership with the New Taipei city councill.
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Last month we visited the former President Lee when
we were here in Taiwan. He is 92 years old. We have
been arranged for a 30 minutes meeting, but we talked
for 2 hours and 40 minutes. He told us that if the national
legislators are impotent, the local lawmakers have to
take the responsibility to make our country better, which
encourages us a lot. At the end of the meeting, we
stood with President Lee, and sang together. The former
President Lee wished us a great success in 2020 Tokyo
Olympics and he even expressed that he would like to
visit Tokyo during the Olympics. It's 6 years away from
now. We hope we can maintain peace with eastern
Asian countries. Taiwan is our best friend, either in
economy, cultural, or political. Hopefully we can further
enhance our relationship. As a local lawmaker, | also
hope that in the future Japan and Taiwan and rest of
other world will be able to achieve a peaceful society,
a peaceful world. | know there will be an election at
the end of this year, so do we next year. | wish each of
us could have a successful reelection. Let's work
together. Let’s all get reelected. Thank youl!

Prof. Bau :
Thank you, thank you Mr. Matsuda for such

informative intfroduction about the Japanese Local
Councilors Alliance, it's important to speak out for local
citizens, it allows the central government to formulate
the policies to meet the need of the local communities.
Japanese Local Councilors Alliance also makes a lot of
efforts to amend the Constitution of Japan and basic
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education law. Indeed Japanese Local Councilors
Alliance has done a lot to improve the professionalism
of local lawmakers, not to mention to facilitate the
international exchanges with the foreign counterparts. |
think that's the end of the first Session, we will now take
a coffee break and then come back for the second
Session. Thank you for your participation the first Session.
Let’s take a break.
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Global Forum |l

Moderated by Bau Tzong-ho, Professor of National

Taiwan University

Theme : Perspectives in Our Community

Speakers :

Bruce Starr : President of National Conference of

State Legislatures (NCSL)

Yoshiaki Matsuda : President of Japanese Local
Councilors Alliance

Pilar Rojo Noguera : President of Conference of
European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE)
Lin Chin-chang : President and Founder of Taiwan
Local Councils Representatives Community Forum
(TCF), Councilor of Taipei City

Councilor Lin :
We are now beginning the second Session. I'll give
the floor to Professor. Bau.

Prof. Bau :
Thank you President Lin. During the second Session,

again we are going to hear the introduction of the
local legislatures assemblies in different counties. We
have listened to Mr. Starr’'s and Mr. Matsuda’s
infroductions to their organizations. Now we are going
to hear President of CALRE, Ms. Rojo Noguera.

Ms. Rojo Noguera :
Thank you for inviting me to Taipei. Thank you
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President Lin Chi-chang. It's very honor for me to be
here to have this opportunity to share with you the
experience. | am going to speak in Spanish, my
language, but you have my notes in English.

(Following speech was made in Spanish. No English
translation provided)

Prof. Bau :
Thank you President Rojo Noguera. Thank you for your

detailed presentation on your organization. We know
that the Conference of European Regional Legislative
Assemblies is an international organization. When it
comes to promote the policies or to facilitate the
communication between the regional legislatures and
the European parliament as well as the visibility of the
regional legislatures, their goal is to ensure the rights of
aboriginal legislature as well as the local people. After
hearing all the speech, we are very happy to hear she
wants to have closer cooperation between the
Conference of European Regional Legislative
Assemblies and the Asian counterparts. Hopefully in the
future, we will be able to work closely together. Thank
you president Rojo Noguera. Next we will have the
founder of TCF, the chairman of TCF, Councilor Lin Chin-
chang to share with us some of his opinions and
experience. Let's welcome Councilor Lin Chin-chang,.

Councilor Lin :
Good morning, Mr. Bau, ladies and gentlemen,

experts, scholars, citizens and councilors. | am the
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founder of TCF and has been the Taipei city councilor
for 25 years. My name is Lin Chin-chang. Today, I'd like
to tell the history of TCF. You can find TCF relevant
information on pages 53-57 for Chinese introduction,
and pages 74-75 for English introduction. The content
on page 76 is a summary in Chinese. A comparison
chart from pages 58-71 is specially organized to
illustrate the different organizations between TCF and
the international counterparts. | will make a detailed
statement later. | personally have experienced more
than 1/3 of Taiwan 64 years of representative
democracy.

Democracy in Taiwan began in 1950. It has been 64
years, and |, as a city councilor, have been a part of it
for over 24 years. There is a National Speakers and
Deputy Speakers Association in Taiwan, which has
been founded over twenty years. Members in the
associations get together regularly, exchanging the
experience and opinions and then reflecting the
opinions to the central government. During the period
of the recess, local councils will take turns to host table
tennis and tennis competitions as a way to
communicate among the councils. The current
President of the National Speakers and Deputy
Speakers Association is the speaker Chen Hsing-chin of
New Taipei City Council.

Taiwan has 22 municipal councils and 853 councilors.
Under the municipal level, there are 347 townships and
3000 local representatives included. The 853 members is
the main body of the TCF. Whether or not expanding
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the TCF's members to the 3000 local representatives will
depend on the development of the TCF in the future.
As a councilor for 24 years, | have a lot of experience to
receive foreign friends in Taiwan or visit foreign cities. On
April 15, 2009, | proposed in the meeting of Taipei City
Council that | wanted to establish the TCF. This idea has
gained some support from other councilors, journalists
and other scholars. In March 2010, TCF received a
certification from the Ministry of Interiors. Why do we use
the "Non-profit” (in Chinese) wordse Because some
scholars pointed out that it's more acceptable to the
general public. After the TCF's establishment, the
activities hosted by TCF have received many support
from So at the time, we also have speakers of different
municipal councils, they show their support, as well as
municipal councilors. So every time when we have
activities, we received lots of support and
encouragement from New Taipei City Council and
Taipei City Council.

Since June 2011, we organized the very first annual
meeting on the topic of The Law of Appropriation to
Financial Revenue and Expense and The Financial
Resource of the 5 Cities. On November 20, 2012, in
cooperation with JCI, TCF also organized a JCI
International Seminar to discuss JCI' Influence on Politic
and Economic. On April 9, 2012, collaborating with
Miaoli municipal government, we invited scholars and
experts to make speeches on the topic of Marginalized
Municipal Finance Affairs. On 2013, the third year of TCF,
we held a seminar on Urban Redevelopment as well as

217



a seminar on whether each council should have a
verbatim record system. This year, today, on June 7,
2014, the forth year of the TCF, we invite foreign friends,
leaders of other conferences of local legislatures, to
Taiwan to share with us their experience, the
international experience. Next | would like o make an
infroduction of TCF. You can find relevant information
on pages 74-75 for English, 76 for Chinese.

The Headquarter of TCF is in Taipei City. The main
body of the TCF is composed of municipal councils.
Without applying for, 22 municipal councils are
approved as De facto organization members, 853
councilors are De facto individual members. Outgoing
councilors will be the honorary members without
applying for or paying membership fees. We also have
sponsorship as sponsor members, just like the credit
card system. We have the diamond, platinum and gold
members, which will depend on the value of the
donation contributed. Honorary member or individuadl
or group sponsored members can participate in
acftivities organized by TCF. Only have the
representatives represented each municipal councils
the rights of election and the voting rights. De facto
individual members have the rights to be elected as De
facto individual members as the president or director or
supervisor of our organization. If they are elected to
become a director or a president or supervisor of our
forum, but after 2 years, they become outgoing
councilors, they can remain the position until the end of
the term. If the member is no longer a city councilor, he
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is not eligible to be elected as a supervisor or director.
The term of office of president and deputy president
is 2 years and the position cannot be reelected, as we
heard the usually the presidency is usually 2 years
without reelection. As for other positions, they can be
reelected with no limit. The first election was held at the
headquarters of the TCF, Taipei City. The subsequent
election basically will be held at each city from where
the current President originates. Like CALRE, they held
the conference in Spain, where the current President of
CALRE comes from. TCF do the same thing as CALRE. In
addition to the annual meeting, we also organize
different activities and seminars regularly, hopefully at
least once every three months. At that time, if needed,
the President can simultaneously call on the Board of
Supervisors to meet. TCF has set up a website,
newsletter issue, Facebook. Through the Facebook
platform which the TCF started t to use three years ago,
we could connect with the 853 councilors. Up to now,
we've dlready reached 70% of all the city councilors to
join our Facebook. With the platform, they share their
experience and post their activities pictures. As to the
general public, they can read the news posted on the
Facebook but cannot add any comments to it.
Japanese Local Councilors Alliance is one of the
organizations that join TCF's Facebook. That's why we
know about their organization. By this platform, we are
interacting with local lawmakers in Japan, as well as
our counterparts Hong Kong, Malaysia and South
Korea. We have these local lawmakers from different
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countries, interacting with us. Hopefully in the future, we
can connect our counterparts in United State or in
Europe. We also have Line group to connect with the
city councilors in Taiwan, talking each other with this
app. At the end of this year, | wish the successfully
reelected councilors could join our Line Discussion
Group. All members shall pay registration fee for the
activities organized by the TCF, unless the TCF otherwise
requires. Except the funds from the governmental
subsidies, the registration fees paid by the attendees will
be used for the activity arrangements by the main
organizer. The local council shall pay the registration fee
for the representative who is assigned by the council to
attend the activities. Each local council member shalll
decide whether or not subsidizing the registration fee
for the De Facto Individual Member.

Globally speaking, on the one hand some countries
only have national councilors or national legislators
without municipal councilors, like Singapore and
France, but on the other some countries have the
national legislators as well as local lawmakers, like
United States, Japan, Spain, Australia, Great Britain and
Taiwan. There are 3 different systems in the latter type.
The first one is that people directly elect councilors and
then the elected councilors vote one councilor served
as mayor. The chairman of the city council who is the
leader of the majority party will also serve as mayor, like
the system operated in Australia. The councilors will be
appointed in different positions in the administration or
in the cabinet. The second one is that people elect the

220

city councilors as well as the mayor. The mayor will
appoint his own administration team or cabinet without
the approval of the councilors, like the system in
Taiwan. In England, so many shires, there is only one
shire sharing the same system with Taiwan. The third one
is that people directly elect the councilors and mayor,
but the mayor doesn’t have the authority over city
governance. Basically the councilor will appoint a city
manager, and this city manager is in charge of the
execution the policies passed by the city councilors. We
have a discussion panel at this afternoon agenda,
whose topic will be about the city management system
in the U.S.A..

There are 48 shire councils in the Great Britain. 47 shire
councils in the Great Britain use the first system. Only
one shire adopts the second system as Taiwan does.
From pages 58 to 71, there is a comparison chart. At
the very left side, it's about an organization called NLC
in United State, which covers 49 states, 1900 fowns and
cities. We invited them to atftend this meeting, but they
could not make it for some reasons. In the chart we also
have Australian Local Government Association, ALGA,
established in 1947 and formed by 566 local
governments in Australia, and NLC, established in 1924.
Summarized what we heard this morning, we readlized
that if you (council) are alone, the central government
will not listen to you. Nevertheless, if the local councils
can work together and make their voice heard by the
central government, the cenfral government will
respond to your need. Just like the experience we
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heard from the CALRE, if the 28 countries do not
cooperate together, how the decision-making body
could hear their voice for need. In the chart we can
see that there are three different organizations
attended this meeting, like National Conference of
State Legislatures, NCSL, established in 1975, European
Regional Legislative Assemblies, CALRE and Japanese
Local Councilors Alliance, 1700 members and annually
10000 yen for membership fee. Above is my
presentation. Thank your for your listening.

Prof. Bau :
Thank you. Thank you President Lin for your

presentation. He has introduced us to the history and
mission of TCF in Taiwan. | think this is a very important
forum which provides valuable opinions and input to
the public policies, including urban redevelopment
and local finance. TCF is a very important contributor to
local and central policy. In addition, TCF aims fo
strength the function of local assembly and local
legislature. Social media such as Line and Facebook
are also used to increase the influence of this particular
forum. Another important feature of the TCF is to train
potential councilors-to-be. | think this is a
commendable idea of TCF. | am sure TCF is going to be
a very influential driving force on Taiwan's political
theme. We thank you President Lin’ sharing. We still
have a little fime left, fill 12:20 pm for a Q&A session. If
you would like to bring up questions and comments,
please don't feel hesitate to raise your questions. As |

222

said this is a very rare opportunity that we can have the
representatives from different conferences, the States,
Europe and Japan, joining us. Take this opportunity by
raising question if you want to. (In a minute) Professor
Chiu, please tell us about your question.

Prof. Chiu :
| am Chiu Rong-Jeo from National Taiwan University. |

have a question to our foreign guests. In Taiwan, we
have TCF headed by President Lin. A lot of
accomplishments have been attended after four years
of hard work. My question is about the training course.
How do you encourage young talent to run for public
offices or local lawmakers? As we know, many
councilors and local lawmakers indeed need lots of
staff and assistants. What programs do you have to
develop fraining young talente In Taiwan, we have 2
specific needs; one is to train graduate students or
undergraduate students who are inferested in working
for city councilor or Congressman or Congresswoman.
The other is the talent who wants to become elected
official or local lawmakers or lawmakers in the central
government. The second program aims to develop
promising politicians and young politicians of the future.
My question to the foreign guests is: In your
organization, do you have the similar program to
develop young talent? Especially for the young
generation, I'd like to learn from your experience. In
addition, when it comes to cooperation with the
colleges and universities, especially the department of
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political sciences, do you have any cooperation
program with these specific departments or institutese
Any cooperation project with colleges and universities?
That is my question. Thank youl!

Prof. Bao :
Perhaps President Starr can answer this question.

Thank you.

Mr. Bruce Starr :
Yes, I'd be happy to. The National Conference of

State Legislature has 2 specific programs with institutions
and to help to inform the educated young people
about the legislature’s process. One of them is we try 1o
encourage the 7000 legislators to engaged with the
local schools in the program called “Back to school
week”. Legislator will visit schools, will talk about the
legislature’s process, talk about what it means to live on
democracy, you have the responsibility to engage and
helping to govern, when our young generation getting
older, hopefully they've seen the process and actions.
We also have through our conference, we've created
an online game, that’s kind of like how to build a law,
and all of the process has to go through before build
an idea. Ultimately going through the committees and
chambers, as you know most of our legislators have a
least 2 political parties, expect Nebraska, its
nonpartisan. So those are 2 specific examples National
Conference of State Legislature address the issue right
head on, we recognized that our system of
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government is only as strong as having educated
public, so we engaged those young people, as relate
to this opportunity directly relate to universities and
colleges, most of the works occurs in legislature by
legislators’ process, | will tell you that the opportunity in
the state legislature, we have students study in polifical
science, those jobs are highly valued and it's a situation
that we work with a political science deparfment in
those universities, and that’'s not something just that
NCSL does usually, but it's something the occurs
legislature by legislature’s circumstance. And that one
last thing, NCSL does have extensive professional
development opportunity for legislator’s staff, we really
understand that we legislators can't do the jolb unless
we have the staff that professionally frained and
engaged, so it doesn’t matter what your job is in the
legislature, whether you are work with specific legislator,
whether you do security, whether you are legislator’s
counsel, the lawyer or the writer, there'’s specific
organization provided by NCSL every year provide
public professional development opportunity both in
person through our conference and also a numbers of
opportunity through web, the on line training and
E-learning. These are the things we do or we're going to
encourage young people participation and continued
development of our staff.

Prof. Bao :
Thank you President Starr for giving us detail

explanation, especially the on-line game that is a very
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good idea and attract younger constituents. Maybe
next we can ask Mr. Matsuda.

Mr. Matsuda :
In our case, we are not the political organization. As

such, we want to promote a civiimovement, not a
political movement. Members of our Alliance attend
local festivals, cultural event and sports events at
different religious districts. On the occasions, our
members promote our belief and ideas, of course
when it comes to implementation, it may be different
from one district to another. In Japan, we are proud of
our own traditional culture, which have many cultural
activities that we take part in frequently. In addition, we
have seminars and training programs to develop young
talents. Most specifically, how do we develop promising
young politicians of the futuree We are a nonpartisan
organization, and there are many different
organizations dedicated to that purpose, developing
promising young politician of the future. We help to
provide platform for free discussion for politicians and
young students. We offer, during the election time, and
we also encourage young people to take part in
electoral affairs. Nowadays many Japanese young
people are not inferested in politics, but we encourage
them to take part in electoral activities, because
through participation, they will have better
understanding what politic is about. We have many
examples to prove that young people through such
participation realize that they need to be more
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parficipatory and active. As for youth, the internet like
Bruce said, | am not the very tech-savvy either, but
young people are, so we can use the internet to
allowed young people to engage in politics and public
policies. Let me give you an example. At my
constituency Kanagawa, we have a high school
assembly each summer where high school students get
together. It's like a mock assembly, where we have an
election and a mock questioning section. The speaker
of our assembly will be present to observe. |
remembered one of our young high students taking
part in the assembly did a superior job. She played as a
speaker and gave us a great speech in that summer
camp. Indeed, there should be more practical or
practicum program to let young people to enhance
more experience in politics. The high school assembly in
summer sounds likes a brilliant idea.

Prof. Bau :
Thank you Mr. Matsuda, next | will like to ask our

representative from CALRE, Madame Rojo Noguera.

Ms. Pilar Rojo Noguera :
(Part of the following speech was made in Spanish.

No English translation provided)

| can franslate into English if you want to. Ms. Rojo
Noguera said that she heard the respond from Mr. Starr
and Japanese representative, their opinions, in
particular Mr. Bruce Starr, he talked about the
importance of political parties, regarding the
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importance of political, to provide young politician the
environment. Also, in order o communicate with young
generation, the Japanese representative uses ICT,
technology, especially Internet to approach young
people. In particular in Spain, the parties from different
departments, they have the youth organization inside
the political parties for young people. She highlighted
the importance of the political legislature. People must
promote the youth, giving them the opportunity to take
part in political areas, providing information, training for
the younger, so that they can get involved with lofs of
information when they start their career.

Prof. Bau:
Thank you, Madman Rojo Noguera. She agreed that

it's important to approach the young generation, and
she is in full agreement of President Starr and Mr.
Matsuda. How to approach to the young generation is
an important issue to the CALRE. Since we still have a
little time left, | would like to ask if Professor Hsieh from
Soochow University has any opinions or any question
about the address?

Prof. Hsieh :

| have a question to President Matsuda. He
mentioned that they provided young students
opportunity or internship assembly in Japan. | would like
to ask President Matsuda to provide more detailed
information on how the young establish this kind of
mock assembly, including the fime, the place and the
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mechanism they use to participate in the activities.

Prof. Bau :
Let’s invite President Matsuda to answer this question.

Mr. Matsuda :
The name is Kanagawa High School Assembly,

consisting of high school students. All the private and
public high schools can be the mock local lawmakers.
We worked with the branch of JIC in Konagawa, which
has the executive team to organize the assembly. Each
June we recruit to see whether they want to become
one of the local lawmakers at the assembly. There are
117 councilors in Kanagawa. Basically we work with JIC,
and we have these high school citizens to apply that
they want to become one the lawmaker at the mock
assembly. One week prior to the assembly, we will
choose who will be the local lawmakers and have
seminar to train them with the ability to supervise
government. After they know about what role they are
playing and the basic idea of what they have to do
and how they are going to do, they will be seated with
the name tags In front of them, and pretend they are
actually members of mock assembly. The speaker and
the deputy speaker of the assembly will be elected. We
try to teach them how local lawmakers or local
legislators work with the city government, how to listen
to the opinions and how to represent this voice. In the
assembly, there are also some committees. For
example we will propose on issues so the high school
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councilors will establish some committees and then
discuss on this issue in the committee. Basically we use
the same operation model as we have in the city
council and let the high school students follow it to the
end. We even have our officials to be responsible to
these committees. We also have the future dream
committee which is a unique committee for the high
school students. In that committee, we ask them to
image what they wish to have when growing up, like
what kinds of traffic situation and environment. We
have ministry directly responsible for this committee. If
Professor Hsieh is interested in this area, maybe we can
discuss more after lunch.

Prof. Bau :
Thank you President Matsuda. Right now we have the

councilor Chin Hui-chu, she's also here with us. Let’s
welcome her. The time is running out. I'm very grateful
for your participation as well as presentation by our
foreign friends and TCF President Lin. Thank you again,
Madame Rojo Noguera, Mr. Matsuda and Senator Starr,
thank you for your presentation. We've learn a lot from
your representation and have better idea on how in
the future we can do our things in Taiwan. Maybe in the
future we will work together with NCSL and Japanese
Local Councilors Alliance. Thank you for coming to
Taiwan. Our morning session will end now. In the
affernoon we will have the open discussion. Please
come back in the afternoon. Thank you.
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