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2nd Asian Councils Forum (ACF)
2017 Global Councils Forum (GCF) &

Annual Meeting of Taiwan Local Councils Representatives Community
Forum (TCF)

August 26, 2017, 15:30pm - 17:00pm
Taipei City Council (International Hall, 9 Floor)
Session B4: Cross-region Cooperation
Chair: Chair: Cho Po-yuan (& k)
Former Magistrate of Changhua County
Speaker :

All Invited Foreign Chairpersons or Representatives
Discussants:
Wang Chen-shiuen 3 j=#$F
Chair and Professor, School of Continuing Education, Chinese Culture University, Taiwan
Chiu Rong-jeo =% ¥ &

Professor, Graduate Institute of National Development, National Taiwan
University, Taiwan

Chen Li-kanz &t = B

Chairperson and Associated Professor, Dept. of Political Sciences, SooChow University,
Taiwan

Chen Mu-min it fc %

Professor, Graduate Institute of International Politics, National Chung Hsing University,
Taiwan

Huang Ying-chih § ¥4
Chiayi City Councilor
Kao Min-lin & 3k
Kaohsiung City Councilor

Lin Chin-chang (+§ %)

We will begin session B4. Again, we would like to ask former magistrate Cho of
Changhua County to moderate the session for us. Please give him a warm round of

applause.

Cho Po-yuan (& iak):
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Thank you very much Chairman Lin. | would like to thank you all for your
participation. Dear councilors from around the world and dear scholars, we will now
begin the discussion of session B4. The theme of this session is Cross-Regional
Cooperation. We understand at local council level there can be many opportunities
for exchanges, for example, we have sister cities, we have exchange activities
between councilors. These are different platforms on which we can share our

experiences.

Again, like the previous session, we have 8 representatives from 8 different countries.
We will also hear from local councilors from Taiwan, as well as Taiwan scholars. Again,
we would like to invite the 8 representatives from different countries to give us their
comments. First, we would like to invite the representative from Japan to talk to us

about this issue. Let’s put our hands together.
Kenichi Kojima (-] § #&- ):

It is my distinct honor to participate in this forum. Last week in Yokohama, we
received some high school students from Taiwan, and this week | am here in Taiwan.

It gives me great pleasure to participate in this forum.

We have Liaison offices of Kanagawa Prefecture (%! 2 "' &%) in different countries
across the world. We have offices in Singapore, United States, Europe, Maryland,
Dalian in China, and Bangkok in Thailand. We have our prefecture offices established
overseas, and through these offices we exchange with different countries. These
offices are multifunctional, like tourism, business, and commercial, and in different
countries our prefecture offices provide our citizens assistance overseas as well. As
for the interregional cooperation, we have our city councilors in attendance today
and we have sister cities across the world, and through these relationships, we’re
able to deepen our ties with other countries and other cities. However, the main
focus obviously is still tourism. We wish to increase these mutually beneficial

relationships by visiting more major cities. | think it’s going to help us even more.

In 2020, | think everyone knows that Tokyo is hosting the next summer Olympics, and
obviously, we are in preparation for that great event. Since Kanagawa Prefecture is
right next to Tokyo, we are going to host some events as well, and hopefully we can
receive tourists in 2020. In Japan, because the national policy puts much emphasis
on tourism, and our Prime Minister and Foreign Affair Ministry are all focusing on the
promotion of tourism in Japan. Last year, the international visitors increased by 20
percent, and many of them came to Kanagawa Prefecture. We've done a lot in terms
of promotion of tourism in our prefecture. Our mayor as well as the mayor of
Yokohama (# ;% # ), have also led delegations to other cities to promote tourism in
20



Japan. Last month they visited Vietnam to promote tourism and business in

Kanagawa Prefecture.

| think many of you have visited Kanagawa Prefecture, and the largest city in our
prefecture is Yokohama (1 /% # ). Yokohama is a modern harbor, and it has the
famous hot springs in Hakone (44 12), as well as Kamakura (4% £ ), which is an ancient
capital of samurai politics. Through these features, we hope to attract more visitors
coming to our prefecture. We have visitors from South Korea, China, Thailand,

Taiwan, and we are seeing an increase in the number of tourists.

Regarding the tourism information of Kanagawa Prefecture, we also hope our SME’s,
small and medium enterprises, to venture into oversea markets and explore oversea
markets and expend our operation. Right now, the companies, our local companies
with oversea operation, have 358 companies establishing offices in China, 144 branch
offices in Thailand, 62 in Taiwan, 62 in Hong Kong, 58 in Singapore, 46 in Malaysia, 54
in South Korea, and 26 in Philippines. We also have one company with a branch
office in Sri Lanka. These are our companies establishing operation overseas. We are

trying to cooperate with local businesses to create a mutually beneficial relationship.

we hope that major international companies can come and invest in our prefecture.
We offer free office spaces or subsidies, and we also have all these different
incentives and services. Hopefully, we can attract more overseas companies to come
to Kanagawa Prefecture or even open factories. Right now, we have about 9 million
people living in our prefecture, and it’s the second largest city or district second next
to Tokyo. We have many tourist attractions, and we have ideal environment for
investment and business. Hopefully, we can attract more visitors coming to

Kanagawa Prefecture. Thank you.
Cho Po-yuan (& i@k):

Thank you Councilor Kojima Kenichi. Thank you for your introduction to your
prefecture, Kanagawa, and | think our chairperson mention that Mr. Matsuda is going

to invite all of you.
Yoshiaki Matsuda (¥~ 7 % F):

Thank you. | would like to invite all of you to come to Kanagawa Prefecture. And also,
in Tokyo next year we’re going to have the third ACF on May 27, 20187, we will host
the Asia's Councils Forum in Tokyo. I'll see you next year. Welcome.

Cho Po-yuan (& iak):

2 The date for the third Asian Councils Forum in Tokyo Japan has been changed to August 19-21, 2018.
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Thank you President Matsuda for your invitation. Next year on May 27, the Third
Asians Councils Forum will be hosted by Japan, and we invite all of you to come back

and get together. Thank you.

Thank you our representatives from Japan, thank you for your invitations, thank you.
Here we would also like to wish great success to the Third Asians Councils Forum in

Japan. Next, we will have a representative from Philippines.
Danilo Dayanghirang :

Thank you very much. My remarks on this matter, number one, this is a good
opportunity for us to sit down together and strengthen the Asia Council Forum. As
we know, we are at the level of awareness. All of us believe that we need to be
united. We already organized. | think what it’s more necessary to strengthen the
secretariat. It’s a secretariat that handled the affairs of this EFC, maybe one in the
center office, EFC center of ACF and the other one in our respective countries.
Because | still believe we need these following: awareness, organize, mobilize, and
institutionalize. We have done on the first base, which is we are aware of unity and
cooperation. we have organized ourselves, and | think we are on the process of
mobilizing organization for the good for everybody.

The invitation to Tokyo for next year is a laudable move to continue and sustain the
activity of this organization. | would like to suggest that other than strengthening this
secretariat, we will proceed into establishing program among councilors. The
Japanese can visit the Philippines and vice versa, down to the provincial and
prefectural level. Because most of the time, by tradition, we are always at the mercy
of the center government. The policy of our new president is to decentralize of the
operation of the Philippine government. In fact, we are now campaigning for federal
system of government. What we want to see is to strengthen the councilors, the
middle politicians in power. Strictly Philippines is controlled by very few, very
oligarchy, few families. But | think it is time now, under the president, to tell the
administration to strengthen the middle class, the councilors. Not only the governors,
not only the mayors, but the councilors should be heard and this can be done. This
can be done if people are asked sweeter. | would suggest we continue our

establishing program.

Number two, | would like to suggest about the investment promotion to be done by

this organization. In our provinces, in your prefecture, in your cities, let’s trigger an

event where investors, businessmen and business sectors can visit our country and

vice versa, to generate investment in our local level. Not at all times controlled by the

central government. It should start from the provincial and city level, so that we can
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trigger the development in our countryside. So, there are my two suggestions. One is
to strengthen the secretariat, and the other one is the establishing program among
councilors. Number three is an exchange program on businessmen, a power

respective level in the prefecture or provincial or city. Thank you very much.
Cho Po-yuan (5 @k):

Thank you. Thank you for your suggestions. | think these are wonderful suggestions
and we can really start thinking on how to achieve them. Our next speaker is our

guest from Sri Lanka.
Seyed Ali Zaheer Moulan :

| do agree with this regional cooperation, especially across the border. We all have to
strengthen our relationship. | understand more than 200 participants today. More
than 200 participants have come here, especially from Japan, Philippines, Malaysia,
Hong Kong, including I, the single person from Sri Lanka. Next time it is going to be
more from Sri Lanka as well. You know in the morning session, | was mentioning very
clearly the peer pressure. We all have the same kind of challenges, so, we must work

together.

My friend, my colleague mentioned we united, we stand, and we divided before. Asia
has everything, and in Asia we have so many common things, common challenges.
Nevertheless, we have solutions. For our own problems, we can find so much
solution within ourselves and all the countries in Asia. Now ACF has played an

important role today.

| am going to share this with not only with Sri Lanka, even with India and Pakistan,
where we have SARRC countries (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation)
over there. As a director for Asia, representing Commonwealth Local Government
Forum, we are today onwards. With your permission, we want to be part and partial
of ACF, and at the same way we welcome you all anytime with our hospitality. Even
you now hear about Sri Lanka is a beautiful island and like Malaysian, we also have
highly diversified people like multi-cultural, multi-religious, multi-lingual. People are
living over there and we have so much of matters. One time, we faced so many
problems, but we have resolved all those problems in the post-conflict situation. We
are peacefully co-existing over there and post-conflict development, the PPP
(Private — Public Partnership), has taken place. You are welcome. You may be from
Japan, Philippines, wherever you are. The PPP — the doors are open. We all will be in
win-win situation with this cross-regional cooperation. | take this opportunity of

welcoming you all, and we also will be part and partial of Asia Council Forum. Thank
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you.
Cho Po-yuan (5 @k):

Thank you very much. Thank you for your comment about strengthening regional
cooperation. Yes indeed, through exchanges we can both learn and grow. Next, we

would like to hear from the representative of Tuvalu, Mr. Siliga Atiake Kofe.
Siliga Atiake Kofe:

Thank you, chairperson. This program is about cross-region cooperation. | thought |
had spoken already on that. Cooperation between our countries is very important at
the local government or the state level. We are closer to our people, because we
understand people better and they in return understand us. As such, we have good

relations going on between us.

As | mentioned before, the government at the national level is dealing with a lot of
problems. They may have been a little distant from the people. | think that we should
reach the relationships between our countries at this level. That way, we should be
able to serve our people much better. Asia is very big, comparing to our small island
countries in the Pacific, in the South Pacific. We tend to rely on you big brothers out
there in the rim countries of the Pacific for a lot of assistance. In order to do that, it is
almost compulsory that we should work on building our relations to improve them to
understand ourselves much better. It is my hope that we in the Pacific can grow more
into this relationship between our countries at the level of states. Thank you

Chairman.
Cho Po-yuan (& iak):

Thank you Chief Siliga Atiake Kofe for his call for better more enhanced relations
among countries. Next, we would like to invite Mr. Kim Myung-gi from National

Association of Local Council Chairman, NACC Korea.

Our Korean representative would like to provide his slot for the rest of the
representatives. Next, we would like to hear from Speaker Law Choo-kiang from

Penang State Legislative Assembly Malaysia.
Law Choo-kiang:

Thank you Mr. Chairman. | think | would like to put in some comments on this topic,
cross region cooperation. When we talk about the global village that means you
agree we are living in the same village. When you talk about the village, you should

agree that we must know those villages better than in our village. In this case, like
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TCF, it actually is doing good things to create better understandings in between
countries. One thing for example, we are sitting together in a hall to discuss so many

important and meaningful matters.

For your information, Penang in Malaysia has a few sister cities or friendship cities.
We got friendship cities between Taipei City, Kaohsiung City and one more Yokohama
City, who are sitting here. | think the cross countries cooperation should put it in
more concrete movements and not just signing a certification or agreement, it

should be bringing more when you set up a friendship city.

Now, | want to share something interesting on how Penang works with friendship city.
Penang has more than 20 or 30 friendship cities, and the government of Penang has
strategy to engage these friendship cities to show their existence in Penang, by
reminding or asking the friendship city to set up certain kind of activity annually in a
particular month in Penang. For example, like Taiwan or Taipei, every year we will ask
them, "Please, you organize a program in Penang during a specific month to show
your country or to show your country’s culture." Also, like Japan, we have the Japan
culture festival in Penang. We have certain city, like Germany. In this way, we can find
each different country's cultures or performance or their countries’ related activities
each month in Penang. In addition to political affair as well as international trade, the

people in Penang can get more from our counterparts, our friendship cities.

We think that cross-region cooperation is not just international trade and economy.
We would like have more soft culture from your country. That is why we are so happy
to see so many countries which have friendship cities with Penang. They come and
they show their cities to us. For your further information, Penang has been
recognized by UNESCO as a world heritage city since 2008. That gives Penang an
advantage to promote ourselves to the world, but more importantly is that we want
our foreign friends to come to Penang to feel itself. | give you an example. There is

street name Harmonious Street in Penang.

Why is it called Harmonious Street? The street looks like having a history of hundred
years. Along that street, you got temples, like Chinese temples more than 100 years,
Hindu temples, the western church more than hundred years in the same street,
within a very short distance. That is why we are proud of our harmonious in Malaysia.
| would like to extend a warm welcome invitation to you guys. Find a day and come
to visit Penang in Malaysia, and you will feel so many different cultures who can live
harmoniously just in one street. So that is why we always say if you want to start

cross culture study, | would say please come to Malaysia and you get all. Thank you.

Cho Po-yuan (5 @k):
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Thank you very much the representative from Malaysia, Speaker Law. Thank you for
sharing the experience of Malaysia, specifically on the diverse cultures there. Next,

we would like to invite Chairman Lin to share with us his remarks.
Lin Chin-chang (+ & %)

Good afternoon. In 2015, in Taipei, we hosted the Global Council Forum. We talked
about greater economic integration. As the city councilor of Taipei City for 25 years,
at the time, | said based on my experience, whenever the economy is slow,
incompetent councilors have difficulty getting re-elected. Last year in the Philippines,
we attended the first Asian Councils Forum. One of the themes in the conference was
about strengthening the trade links and tourism between countries. We talked about
this very topic, and at that time we all thought that would be a very meaningful

issue.

At the time, | submitted a proposal saying that starting from this year, ACF welcomes
business representatives’ registration as observers in the hope of promoting tourism,
trade and investments. Local councilors can do more to establish business links, and
we can offer more matchmaking opportunities. That proposal was supported by all
the representatives.

And that is why today, sitting here we have many business representatives from
Taiwan. Next year in Japan, we’re going to have the third Asian Councils Forum. It is
my hope that we will see more councilors inviting important business leaders from
your communities to participate in ACF. Of course, it’s important to share
experiences among councilors. We also hope that ACF can serve as an important
forum for business leaders, specifically on tourism, trade and investment. It is my
belief that we can create business opportunities for these people. In the future, if the

economy is good, the councilors would easily get re-elected.
Cho Po-yuan (5 @k):

Thank you, Chairman Lin for sharing with us your thoughts. Our next speaker is
Professor Wang Chen-shiuen from China Culture University. Let’s welcome Professor
Wang.

Wang Chen-shiuen( 2 3= #¥):

Magistrate Cho, Chairman Lin, councilors, ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon.
This is the first time | speak today. | think we are talking about cross regional
collaboration. And we’ve all shared a lot of opinions so | would not repeat what

you’ve already said. | want to share that some practical experiences that we had in
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terms of cross regional cooperation.

In NGOs, the international human medical service, | think Taiwan has great
experience in terms of interregional cooperation in many different areas around the
world. For example, as a senior consultant of our association, Taiwan Root Medical
Peace Corps, | would like to invite you for our association the medical service Root
Medical Peace Corps. We've carried out volunteer works around the world. We've
already served 250000 patients around the world or received our services and aids.

Our foundation is willing to go to any place in the world to provide medical services.

Among the countries in attendance today, our association has already signed a MOU
on the disaster respond and aid with Japan. Last year, we both signed a MOU, and
when we have any disasters or any events, at first events our association will be the
platform on which we can facilitate cooperation. In the past, we've also visited
Philippines, Sri Lanka and Mongolia for humanitarian works. On that foundation,
we’re also happy to be part of the delegation to visit the different forums and to also
provide medical services to all the neighbor countries. | believe this is a concrete
action that we can take in terms of interregional cooperation, and we are looking

forward to deepening our cooperative ties with all of you. Thank you.
Cho Po-yuan (5 @k):

Thank you Professor Wang. Thank you for sharing with us your experience in terms of
the NGO, especially the Taiwan Root Medical Peace Corps where you provide
humanitarian works in various countries around the world. Thank you. Our next
speaker is a Professor Chiu Rong-jeo from National Taiwan University. He is a

professor of graduate institute of national development.
Chiu Rong-jeo (&% % ).

Magistrate Cho and President Lin, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, councilors,
friends, good afternoon. I've participated in this kind of forums over the past few
years. | am very much touched because the founder of TCF President Lin Chi-chang, is
a very enthusiastic person. He joined forces with the academia to promote activities
and events like this for the past 4 years. | am very happy to see so many
representatives from different countries coming over to Taiwan for the discussion. |

am very happy to see all of you here.

We already heard that next year we’ll meet again in Japan to continue our discussion.
| am also very happy about that. | have a suggestion to make. With gatherings and
discussions in a forums like this, how to promote the cooperation between local

councils to create a win-win situation for all countries? In addition to hosting related
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activities like these, | think all the participating countries should sent delegations
consisting of representatives from the academia, industry, and the government to
join the event. Representatives from all different sectors, including the government,
researchers and schools, form the delegations. In that case, when they get together
and discuss the issues, | think they will be able to come up with better solutions.
Think local governments around the world, including the promotion of autonomy of
local governments. We are focusing on answering to the needs of our local citizens.
And that is why interregional cooperation and overseas investment are great drivers
to our economy. And we can also further promote exchange in terms of culture,
education, academic exchange interactions and investment and business

opportunities. So | look forward to more events like this. Thank you.
Cho Po-yuan (5 @k):

Thank you Professor Chiu. He mentioned that the interregional cooperation is not
just between local councils. We should expend this cooperative tie, and we can
involve all different sectors. Thank you, Professor Chiu for your suggestion. Next, we
have Professor from the Department of Political Science from SooChow University,
Mr. Chen Li-kanz.

Chen Li-kanz(f# = k1):

In this wonderful forum, | would like to express my gratitude to all of you. Most of
the delegates here have talked about the cooperation across the region, which
means interstate regions. Particularly, | have heard next year the 3" ACF will be in

Japan. It will be a tremendous, good news for all of us.

But here | would like to squeeze my issue to a little bit different direction. | am going
to talk about the cross-boundary cooperation in domestic area. The reason why |
want to take this opportunity to talk about the cross-boundary cooperation is
because most all councils or most of cities within regions should consider this kind of
issue. Take Taipei City, Taipei City has several different cities around it, such as New
Taipei City, Keelung, even you can include Taoyuan City and Hsinchu. In Manila,
metro Manila, you have more than 16 municipalities or more than 16 cities within
metro Manila. So here | am going to focus a little bit different direction of the
so-called cross-regional or cross-boundary cooperation among the local governments
or local councils. How can we cooperate to facilitate the regional transportation?
How do we facilitate regional dumpsite managements or garbage burners or garbage
management? Or even we can talk about disaster management within the regions.

They are all issues in local governess or in local council governess.
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In terms of the regional governess, whenever we talk about the local governess, it
means the local people of the regions determine and pursue their collective ends,
means and values. If we talk about interstate governess, it means people of the East
Asia, Northeast Asia, North Asia or Southeast Asia pursue their common wide values,
ends and means, and share one another. But if we put it in domestic scales, it would
mean that, like in the Metro Manila, people in Manila will decide what the collective
ends, means and values they want to pursue for the Metro Manila. In this case, the
regional governments also involves not only government itself, not only city Macardi
or Yonaluluyon, among others, it also engages so many non-government sectors.
These sectors are businessmen, non-profit organizations, academics, medias, civic
and school, all of which play important roles in this so-called regional governess. |
would like to use a few cases to illustrate the so-called regional governess or regional

cooperation in my speech.

Dumpsite managements or garbage burners or refuse management is always a big
problem in Taiwan, because Taiwan is a small island and we have very scarcity of
lands, so we do not have land space to manage the dumpsite. We always burn the
garbage to deal with the problem. For the past years, under the
one-county-one-incinerator, local governments have set up incinerators in each
county. However, through the years, there are some disputes among many different
locals. Some local governments need more incinerators, but some don’t. Because of
the environmental protest or people’s protest, they claimed by saying: Not
incinerator in my backyard. As such, some counties have their own incinerators.
Those who do not have enough incinerators need to seek cooperation with other
counties to manage the matter of garbage and refuse. Through the years, we
developed so-called dumpsite or incinerator cooperative mechanism, which means,
if you don’t have enough garbage, you can bring your garbage to other incinerator
located in other county. Some of the counties have more incinerators. With the
cooperative mechanism, you pay money to others incinerators to burn your garbage
on the condition that the ash will bring back your own localities. | am using this
dumpsite management to explain if we talk about region governess or region

cooperation, it will be the future of the local governess or local council.

Going forward, the local council will discuss the matter of cooperation and handle
the matter of communication with local citizen. Natural disaster management is
another issue. No single government or single council can handle the flood and
drought. They must incorporate many different local governments or many different
local councils to help with disaster relief. So in the case of regional governess or

regional cooperation, it has become a trend in the local governess. We bring many
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different sectors, local governments and local citizens, together to solve the local or

regional issue. There’s my observation for the past few years.

During the break, | have some talks with the Philippine delegates. If possible, | will
recommend TCF bring Philippine delegates to interview or to visit the Refuse
Incineration Plant in Taipei City so that you will get the ideas how we cooperate the
local regional garbage issue. Thank you very much. Thank you,

Cho Po-yuan (& iak):

Thank you very much Professor Chen. He talked about incinerators as an example for
small scale regional cooperation. And of course, President Lin of TCF can arrange
visits to our incinerators if anyone is interested. Next, we would like to invite
Professor Chen Mu-min from National Chung Hsing University to give us his

comments.
Chen Mu-min(ft 3z & ):

Thank you moderator and chairman. Last session | spoke in Mandarin. In this session,
I would like to switch to English. Well, the topic for this panel, cross-regional
cooperation, actually is not a new issue. | am a professor of international relations.
We’ve been talking about this all the time. | am also a member of the International
Affairs Committee of Taichung City. As | know, right now there are two major
networks in Asia trying to bring cities and a lot of governments together. One is
called UCLG, Asia-Pacific United Cities and Local Government. UCLG is a network
uniting the cities in the region. | have been attending their congress and their

meetings in several cities before.

The second network is called CityNet, smaller scale, but | think in Taiwan, Taipei City,
Taichung City, and Kaohsiung City have been participating in this network. Either
UCLG or CityNet, their problem is only the governments joined, excluding the city
councilors. Today we are here to attend the Asia Councils Forum. | think that this
organization has potential to develop into a new platform, uniting more cities and
council members together in Asia-Pacific. | believe if we build up friendship through

this forum, we could do more and we could do better.

Earlier, other speakers also talked about what this forum can do. Of course, if we can
build a framework, we can promote tourism to each other. That is, we will invite
more people and more countries cities to visit Taiwan, and we will also try to

encourage our people to visit your cities.
And also, investment is another issue. You and probably particularly friends from
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Southeast Asia, you know that our government right now has a new strategy, called
New Southbound Policy. That is, we try to promote comprehensive partnership with
countries in Southeast Asia, particularly investment. Philippines is one of the most
important trade partners with Taiwan. In Taiwan, we have a huge number of people
from Philippine. They are here as a country workers, tourist and also students. Thus, |

think a forum like this could do more. But | want to add one more thing.

Because | am from university, | have students from Philippine and also from Malaysia
or from Southeast Asia. | always think that trying to help the young people to know
each other is very important. We’re all here to talk about how we can cooperate in
future and now since we already have a platform, why not bring more young people
here in the future. We could encourage some young students, and maybe we could
form some groups and make them know each other. If possible, we could also

organize and host some cultural programs in the future.

Next year in Japan, and perhaps in the future we will come back to Taiwan, to
Philippine, to Malaysia or even in Sri Lanka. We can do all these kind of things. My
point is not to forget young people, because young people will be the hope of the
country, not just for Taiwan but for all countries in East Asia and also Pacific Region. |
would say | wish this forum will continue, and we will try to build up more solid
cooperation in the future, and we also hope to see more young people joining us in
the future. Thank you.

Cho Po-yuan (5 @ik):

Thank you very much Professor Chen for your valuable feedback. We want to
enhance our platform and we would like to also attract more young people. Thank
you. Next, we would like to invite Ms. Kao Min-lin, councilor of Kaohsiung City to give
us her remarks.

Kao Min-lin (& 5T3#¥):
Thank you. First of all, | want to say thanks to the President of TCF, Lin Chin-chang.

Thank you for hosting ACF where we gather councilors from around Asia. | would like
share local experiences from Kaohsiung with all the delegates. But later, | will speak
in Chinese so | still have the translation. | think the time will be used more efficient so

| will speak in Chinese.

All the delegates or city councilors from Taiwan know that in Taipei we are now
hosting Universiade. This is the Olympic for university students. So, many athletes

from around the world are now competing in Taipei City.
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I am from Kaohsiung City. It’s the largest city in Southern Taiwan. It’s now the top 3
city in Taiwan. Kaohsiung is a big city. We have harbors, mountains and the sea. It’s a
harbor city. In recent years, Kaohsiung has made a lot of efforts in establishing links
with our international partners. As a city councilor, I've also done my part. | am
serving my first term. | am currently the youngest city councilor in Kaohsiung.
However, | was elected by my party, the Democratic Progressive Party, as the
representative for international exchanges. So in addition to the city council activities,

| also play the role of a city ambassador.

And | have received delegations from the Philippines, Hawaii, Portland in US or
Kumamoto and other cities from Japan. | have received a lot of delegations from
these different cities and had honor of having discussions with them. Kaohsiung City
hosted an important sports events In 2009, as well as Asia Pacific Cities Summit in
2013. In 2016, we hosted a forum focusing on global harbor city forum. It is our hope
that we gathered representatives from harbor cities around the world, and we
shared a lot of similarities with other harbor cities. It is our hope that we can share

experiences in terms of urban planning and city governess.

This year, at the end of this year, we are going to have another summit named
Ecomobility World Festival. This is an event organized by ICLEl, a non-profit
organization with the goal of Local Government for Sustainability. Kaohsiung City will
host the Ecomobility World Forum at the end of this year. It's going to be an
important conference and it is also a celebratory festival. | would like to cordially
invite all of you to come back to Taiwan at the end of this year to participate in the

events in Kaohsiung City.

Few days ago, | visited Kumamoto (= = # ) and | just returned to Taiwan a few days
ago. This time, we, at the city council level, have made great achievements. In 2018,
Kaohsiung City is going to host the Taiwan Japan Exchange Summit. In the future, |
believe we will have more opportunities to have deeper discussions with our

Japanese counterparts.

The foregoing cases were just some of the examples of what Kaohsiung City has
done to work with our sister cities from around the world, either based on the
city-to-city level, or council-to-council level. It is also our hope that the citizens
between the cities will understand one another better. Kaohsiung City has about 30
sister cities, including cities in Korea and Japan, like Kumamoto City (j= # % ) and
Hachigji City (~ 2 &+ # ). We also have Cebu (7% 75) from the Philippines and Danang
(*~ &) from Vietnam. They are our sister cities. We also have sister city councils, like
Osaka (* Ix), Yokohama (#f /%) and Kumamoto City (i ~ # ). We also work with
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Incheon (i=""), Korea. With our sister city councils, we exchange opinions on
election campaigns and city governess, and these exchanges have proved beneficial.

| am sure all of you understand that Taiwan, Republic of China, has some diplomatic
obstacles to overcome. It’s very difficult for our national government to establish
official diplomatic ties with other countries. Just a while ago, we lost another
diplomatic ally. However, at the local levels, we can have exchanges among cities, city
councils and peoples. | think that’s the most solid ways to build ties among countries
and cities. Here, | can list some of the efforts or projects that Kaohsiung City has

embarked on.

For example, with agriculture we participate in the international food fair in Tokyo,
and we also go to Abu Dhabi (f# # i£ +*) to participate in their food exhibition. It is
our hope that we can promote the quality tropical fruit and agriculture products

from Kaohsiung to other countries.

In Kaohsiung City, we have a lot of areas that are sit on coastlines. In Japan, they also
have a lot of experience in managing the coastline. The Department of Education in
Kaohsiung City regularly brings students and principals from Kaohsiung to Japan to
learn more experiences from Japan. We also have sister schools. For example, some
of our vocational high schools have sister schools in Portland. Every year, we send

students to the US to participate in the annual float parade.

Regarding the transportation and urban planning, a few years ago, | accompanied our
mayor, Madam Chen Ju, to Marseille in France. Marseille is also a harbor city. They
have the new part in the city. They also have an older part. At the time Marseille was
promoting a Mediterranean program. It is their hope to gather Mediterranean cities
together and rebuild the harbors to regenerate Marseille. Kaohsiung City is a harbor
city as well. We have our old harbor area, and we also have the problem of the
harbor being managed by another government entity separated from Kaohsiung City.
When you have the harbor and city managed by different government entities, it will
cause a lot of urban planning problems. To address that issue, we had exchanges of
ideas with our counterparts in Marseille. Now, we have a so-called Asia New Bay
Area in Kaohsiung. In the near future, we look forward seeing new exhibition center,
light rail transit and new music hall in the harbor area. We would like to bring back
the glory of Kaohsiung Harbor. in my constituency

As for the industries, whether its chemicals, aerospace or fasteners industry, we look
forward to have more interactions with the rest of the world. The world’s largest
fastener company is located at Dagangshan (* @ ') in Kaohsiung, where is my

constituency. | think fastener is a great example in terms of Kaohsiung’s industries.
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We also look forward to rejuvenating the logistics industry. Obviously, there are a lot
opportunities where we can cooperate, communicate and trade with other cities, like
education, transportation, urban planning, agricultural products, medical services
and so on, even share and exchange some common urban issues such as urban

planning, landfills, waste water processing.

Here is a simple summarization, a conclusion of my sharing. | think after President
Tsai took office in 2016, she strived to promote the new Southbound Policy. And that
is why in Kaohsiung City, we look forward to becoming an important window towards
the countries in the South Asia. Obviously, we look to deepen our relationships with
these countries. As a city councilor, | believe that the city government hasn’t done
enough yet. | think in terms of tourism, in terms of cultural exchange, we need to
work harder and invest more efforts in that area. When we talk about the so-called
new immigrants, we have lots of immigrants coming over from Southeast Asia or
South Asia, and some of them are immigrant workers. In view of the local governess,
| think we should launch new immigration policies, and we can utilize their strength
in terms of language and cultural knowledge to help us to deepen our diplomatic ties

with South Asian cities.

Cross-region cooperation is not just between states, but also between oversea cities.
However, in Taiwan we need to have interregional cooperation between cities as well,
like the issue of garbage management, river management and disaster prevention.
This morning, the former Minister Lee mentioned about river restoration and
disaster prevention. | think cities in Taiwan need to get together, and local
governments need to get together to deal with these issues. With extreme weather
such as typhoon or natural disasters, or earthquake, the different cities need to
tackle the problems together. Kaohsiung City Government looks forward to having a
good exchange and communication with his neighbors, like Pingtung, Tainan and

other neighboring counties, so that we can together march toward common goals.

And lastly, | would like to thank Chairman Lin, as well as our moderator Magistrate
Cho, for such a great opportunity for local councilors in Taiwan and international
councilors to get together and exchange the thoughts and ideas. | look forward to a
brighter future, and we can work together. Thank you.

Cho Po-yuan (& iak):

Thank you Councilor Kao Ming-lin. That was a very detailed presentation. She talked
about Kaohsiung City. She also talked about interregional cooperation. Because she
served in the Kaohsiung City Government, that’s why she has all these experiences.
Thank you Councilor Kao. Our next speaker is Councilor Huang Yin-chih from Jiayi.
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Huang Ying-chih (§ # #F):

Chairman Lin, distinguished guests, and councilors from around the world, good
afternoon. First, let me focus on local development and the local autonomy in Taiwan.
| think local governments have long worked independently, and we focused and we
looked at things from our perspective. So rarely are there any mayors with such
broad perspective, where they seek international cooperation opportunities.

Now we are adopting a new concept to market our cities. We look at the governess
of the city that we think we should think globally and act locally, but we still face lots
of problems in terms of implementation. The development of a city in Taiwan
obviously doesn’t have enough land area. Therefore, to maximize our development,
we need to cooperate with neighboring counties and cities. That’s why our success is

very much dependent on our relationship with other neighboring counties and cities.

However, when we talk about cooperation, when the two mayors have a difference
in opinions, it becomes hard for us to have this collaborative relationship. While
getting together and working together, we need to be able to create a win-win
situation. In terms of commercial activities, Jiayi City is a more developed and we
have the Jiayi County and we have the Yunlin County, which are both more of a
agricultural counties. Some people mentioned that we should integrate the two
counties, either VYunlin-Jiayi City or Yunlin-Jiayi County, or either the two
municipalities or three municipalities. Even though many people proposed this idea,
and we had lots of meetings discussing this idea, it seemed we all looked at this issue
from our own perspectives, as well as our own agendas. We haven’t made any

progress accordingly.

Up to this point, | think the Jiayi mayors and Jiayi municipal magistrates don’t share
the vision of working together. Even sometimes when we decided to work together,
once we elected a new mayor or new magistrate, the original cooperation plan could
be changed from cooperation to competition, because the different ideas or
concepts of the two new government officials. My suggestion is that we need the
central government to launch a comprehensive project that’s an interregional
cooperation, or if possible, the central government should advise regulations and
acts clearly, indicating the power and the rules of inter-municipal cooperation. Thank

you.
Cho Po-yuan (5 @k):

Thank you Councilor Huang. Thank you for sharing on interregional cooperation as

well as local governess challenges. Now we open up the floor for questions. Before
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you ask the questions, please let us know your name, where you’re from and your

position. The floor is open, feel free to speak up.
Lin Chin-chang (+ & %)

| want to supplement some important points to my speech. As Professor Chiu
mentioned this afternoon, TCF should work with the private sectors and businesses
in the future. However, | failed to mention in our earlier speech that our TCF, starting
from the beginning of the establishment of the TCF, GCF and ACF, has been working
with scholars, and maintaining great relationship and interaction with the academia.
Last year in Philippine, we saw the PCL developing a great relationship with the
academia. Even when we went to Milan in 2015 for the World Forum held by CALRE,
we also realized the importance of establishing a close relationship with the
academia. You may rest assured that we won’t let you down in connecting with

academia.

And we talked about how governments can work together, and how we can involve
young students. | think these are all great suggestions. Professor Chen Mu-ming also
mentioned UCLG. As | mentioned this morning, | think all mayors value this
organization. UCLG is a global organization with different continents in the structure.
The current President is from South Africa, Mr. President Park Tau. In South Africa, a
legislator or councilor can also be elected as the mayor of the city. And that’s why he
was also a President of a council’s alliance (South Africa Local Government
Association- Salga). Going forward, we know he was elected as the UCLG President.
We have tried to contact him for this meeting, but regretfully we could not get in
touch with him. | think if he is able to come here himself as a councilor, we will have

nine foreign countries at this meeting.

| think | would like to thank Professor Chen Mu-min to remind us of the UCLG. In the
future, through ACF initiated by TCF, PCL and Japan’s JLCA, we can work with CALRE
in Europe and our counterparts in Canada, Brazil, Australia, and New Zealand, and
then go forward to establish a Global Councils Forum (GCF). Members of the UCLG
representing its participants are all mayors in local governments. Nevertheless, in the
future, the members of the Global Councils Forum will be the city councilors from

over the world. Hopefully we can achieve our dream one day. Thank you.
Cho Po-yuan (5 @k):

Thank you Chairman Lin. We look forward to expanding our operation and engaging

more people and partners.

Since we still have some time, | would like to share my previous experiences with you.
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| am from Changhua County. Changhua County is the most populated county in
Taiwan. | had been the county magistrate for nine years. Twenty-three years ago, |

was a local councilor. So, | think | can share this part of experience with you.

When talking about the cross-region cooperation, | think this is a very important
theme, especially for local governments. For a county to develop, it’s important to
work with neighboring counties. In this morning key speech session, former Minister
Lee (% k) mentioned climate change and the issue of subsidence. In Changhua
County, we actually worked with other counties to solve the issue of the high speed
railway subsidence. We went to Dr. Hank, the Chair of the UN Climate Change
Commission, to seek his professional consulting. He’s from the Netherlands, and he’s
a very experienced expert. So we worked with the Netherlands, and we worked with
Dr. Hank to deal with our problem.

Also, Changhua County is a major agricultural county. That’s why we also promote
cross-region cooperation with Belgium. In North Europe, Belgium has very vibrant
livestock industry and is very successful in terms of processing the waste. That’s why
we learnt from their experience and developed a demonstrative zone borrowing

their experience.

Today, we have many Japanese representatives with us. Here, | would like to talk
about our collaboration with Japan. For example, we worked with Gumma Prefecture
(3 B B%), Kochi Prefecture (% #r%%), Ehime Prefecture (& 4 &%), Shizuoka Prefecture
(# B &%), Fukui Prefecture (4% %%), Hokkaido (#* /% ig ) and many prefectures from
Japan. They are Changhua County’s sister prefectures. Especially Miyagi (¥ #3 &%), we
understand that in 2011 the Tohoku Earthquake (% #* # %) hit Japan. At the time,
donation from Changhua County was about 30 million Japanese Yen. Within 3
months, we sent our donations to the disaster areas. We prepared the tropical fruits
favored by Japanese people, for example bananas, and we sent those fruits directly
to those disaster victims. This is another example of cross-regional cooperation. It
also goes to show the deep bond that we have with Japanese people. The delegation
of the Changhua County was the first one to the disaster area in Japan.

A few years ago, the Shanghai had the World Expo in 2010. Changhua County,
representing as a symbol city in Taiwan, also participated in the City Development
Forum at World Expo. Changhua County is also a very important hub for bicycle
manufacturing in Taiwan. In that field, we worked with the Euro bike, a European
organization. These are just some examples from Changhua County. Changhua
County is just one of the municipalities in Taiwan. As many of you have said, as city

councilors, we can understand what our people need. When we can benefit our
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people, we need to work hard for their welfare. | believe there is a lot that we can do
for our people. Now, if there are no more comments, | would like to conclude session

B4. Thank you very much for your participation and feedback. Thank you.
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