New Taipei City Councilor Song, Yu-chen

Sep. 25, 2023

The Republic of China (ROC) is a multi-ethnic country, but the earliest surviving
masters in Taiwan were not the Han Chinese, who are now more numerous and
who immigrated from China or retreated during the war, but the "aborigines’, who
belong to the South Island language group. | am an elected representative of the
Aboriginal people of the metropolitan area. There are currently 16 legally
recognized aboriginal groups in Taiwan, with a population of about 560,000, or
about 2% of the total population of the Republic of China. However, there are
many other aboriginal groups that have not yet been recognized, or that have lost
their languages and cultures due to colonial rule in different eras, and are now
working hard to revive their languages and cultures in the hope of returning to
the glory of the past. Although Taiwan is a small island, there was a time when
indigenous communities thrived on this land, maintaining their traditional beliefs
and cultures.

I am a member of the Amis tribe, the largest of Taiwan's 16 legally recognized
aboriginal groups, with a population of more than 200,000 people, traditionally
living in Hualien and Taitung in the eastern part of Taiwan. In the early years,
many elders left their hometowns to seek employment opportunities in the cities
due to tribal hardship and poverty, and because they could not afford the high
rents and housing prices, there were a large number of aboriginal colonies in the
early metropolitan areas, which were called "unauthorized colonies™ in the eyes
of the executive. Different rulers at different times dealt with the colonies in
different ways, but most wanted to remove the clan people from their original
places and carry out the demolitions smoothly. As a result, the Aboriginal social
movement began to blossom more than 20 years ago, with the main demands
being 'the return of my land' and the rule of law for 'Aboriginal fundamental
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rights'.

After New Taipei City was upgraded to a directly governed city in 2011, it
adopted a different policy on indigenous settlements, becoming more flexible
and humane. After | was fortunate enough to be elected as a public representative,
| worked hard to get the government to legalize the settlements. First, in 2015,
the government relocated the Sanying tribe under the Sanying Bridge to a
waterfront area, where the government and tribe members jointly built a house,
making it the first case in New Taipei City where an unauthorized settlement was
legally relocated. Then, in 2020, the Xizhou tribe, also located in the Bitan
waterfront area in Xindian, completed their relocation, taking the lead in
becoming the first city in the ROC to fully address indigenous tribal people. It
was the first county and city in the ROC to address the housing problem of
aboriginal people, and has become a model for other counties and cities to follow.
At present, there are other settlements in New Taipei City that have not yet been
dealt with and are still waiting for a more appropriate solution, but | believe that
with the joint efforts of the representatives and the government, we will
definitely be able to find a solution that satisfies both sides of the issue, which is
not only a sign of respect for the earliest owners of the land, but also a
demonstration of the government's love for the people.

However, in addition to the housing problem, there are still many issues that need
to be resolved for the aboriginal community in Taiwan, such as the loss of culture
and language, the lower standard of living and economy, the lower average life
expectancy in terms of health and life expectancy, and so on. As the largest city
in the country in terms of population and jurisdiction, New Taipei City will
definitely work harder to supervise the government to improve its policies and
actions, take into account the development of all ethnic groups, and raise the
standards of the aboriginal people to coexist with all ethnic groups in the country.

In fact, coming to the Philippines is like going home, because there are also
ethnic groups here that belong to the South Island language family, and they have
the same faces and similar languages as us, so we were actually a family more
than a hundred years ago. | hope that through this seminar and the exchange,
different sparks can be lit and the governance experience of the two countries
can be shared so that we can create the glory of the South Island people in
different regions.
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