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Lin Chin-Chang’s Speech at the PCL 2nd Quarterly National Executive
Officers and National Board Meeting (NEO-NB Meeting) held by
Philippines Councilors League on June 13-15, 2016
in Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines

Ladies and Gentlemen, good afternoon.

| am Lin Chin-chang, the president of Taiwan Local Councils Representatives
Community Forum (TCF). As a Taipei City Councilor for 25 years, | know that there has
been a close reltionship between Manila and Taipei. Not just because they are sister
cities, we also visited Manila City Council and the Mayors several times for the past
two decades. | am very excited to be able to participate in the PCL NEO and NB
Meeting and look forward to learning from and meeting all of you during the
meeting.

For this, | would like to sincerely give thanks to PCL National President Maybelyn
Fernandez and to all of you, for giving me the opportunity to engage and exchange
ideas and best practices about how we can all cooperate to help better the
governance in our own countries.

As we know, elections are the foundation of democracy. In the Chinese-speaking
world including Taiwan and Mainland China, election systems did not exist until the
ROC Government was forced to move to Taiwan in 1949. In the next year, in 1950,
Taiwan held its first ever local elections. The election system in Taiwan is two-tier
local elections. One is for nation level elections for congressmen. The other is
designed to elect mayors, councilors and other elected officials.

In an area of 36 thousand square kilometers with a population of 23 million persons,
we elected 22 mayors, over 900 councilors for the first tier of the local government
and about 2,300 municipal councilors for the second tier.

As a Taipei City Councilor for 25 years, | have been actively taking part throughout
over one third of Taiwan’s 65 years of local autonomy. Although the Taiwanese
people have been living under a democratic system, there has been a tendency for
governments to centralize power over local autonomy. In the Local Government Act,
it is easy to see how badly the councilors’ powers have been restricted. TCF not only
operates as a platform for exchange between the councilors and the government,
but is also designed to protect the councilors’ legislative power from the national
government.
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To my knowledge, many countries have their own national or regional legislative
assemblies like CALRE in Europe, the Japanese Local Councilors Assemby, the
American NCSL, the Philippines PCL, and the South America UNALE. However, it
seems that there has not yet been established a global organization with members
from Local Legislative Assemblies from different continents.

This is the reason why | want to set up the "Global Councils Forum (GCF)”.

In June 2014, there was an International Forum in the TCF Annual Meeting. We
invited special guests from Spain, the USA, Japan. In August 2015, we invited several
Presidents to the GCF, including National President Maybelyn Fernandez from PCL,
President Cattaneo from CALRE, and President Matsuda from Japan.

We also invited international scholars from France, South Korea and Mainland China
to attend the meeting, whose speeches were really remarkable and impressive. Since
August 2015, | have been involved in numerous international activities regarding
legislative assemblies throughout the world, for example, the 2015 CALRE’s World
Forum in Milan, Italy and 2016 Japanese Local Councilors Assembly in Tokyo.

In Milan | met the representative of PCL, Ms. Maria Leobeth B. Deslate-Delicana.
Considering that the Philippines, Japan and Taiwan have already had their own local
councilors assemblies, according to CALRE President Cattaneo’s proposal, we agree
to establish a regional assembly named "Asia Councils Forum", and decided to hold
the first meeting in December 2016 in the Philippines.

As we know, CALRE and NCSL have signed a mutual cooperation agreement in 2015.
If the Asia Councils Forum, we call it ACF in short, can be run successfully in the area
of Asia in the future, | think establishing a real Global Councilors Forum will not be a
dream anymore. To recruit new members to ACF, | am planning to visit Malaysia and
South Korea to see if these two couontries could be our new partners in the future.

When | was in Tokyo this March, President Matsuda told me that the Japanese Local
Councilors Assembly has developing a close relationship with the legislative
assemblies in India and Indonesia. He suggested that the ACF could try to contact the
above-mentioned assemblies to recruit them as new members and invite them to
attend the first ACF event in Manila.

I am extremely honored to have been invited to participate in this important meeting
and present a short brief to introduce TCF and the activities we had for the past two
years. | sincerely hope the mutual relationship between PCL and TCF becomes strong
and solid. Most importantly, | look forward to seeing you at the first ACF meeting this
December in Manila. Thnak you for listening.
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of the Interior and Local Government

PHILIPPINE COUNCILORS LEAGUE

Excerpts from the General Assembly plenary session held during the 4t Quarter NEO-NB Meeting and
CLLEP conducted last December 10, 2015 at the Tagaytay International Convention Center, Tagaytay City
with 2,005 registered delegates.

PHILIPPINE COUNCILORS LEAGUE RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION CONVENING THE ASIAN COUNCILS FORUM (ACF) TO BE HOSTED BY THE PHILIPPINE
COUNCILORS LEAGUE (PCL) TO BE HELD IN METRO MANILA, PHILIPPINES IN DECEMBER 2016

WHEREAS, Global Councils Forum was initiated in June 2014 in Taipei City, Taiwan;

WHEREAS, the Taiwan Local Councils Representatives Community Forum (TCF) convened the first
Global Councils Forum in 2015 in Taiwan, with the aspiration of encouraging continuous participation
from other local government organizations;

WHEREAS, the Philippine Councilors League (PCL) was among the Global Parliamentary Alliance that
were invited, represented by Councilor Maybelyn Rose DC Fernandez, National President;

WHEREAS, it was accepted that the regular holding of an International Forum is very significant to the
development of the global democratic politics and the institutional growth of legislative organizations
and associations;

WHEREAS, the Philippine Councilors League (PCL), the Taiwan Local Councils Representatives
Community Forum (TFC) and Japanese Local Councilors Alliance agreed to take turns to host an
International forum in the region to be known as the Asian Councils Forum session every year;

NOW THEREFORE, on motion of PFP Beethoven Bermejo, duly and jointly seconded by National PRO
Emmanuel Pimentel and National Treasurer Perla Tumaliuan

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Philippine Councilors League shall host the ASIAN COUNCILS FORUM during
its Fourth Quarterly National Executive Officers (NEO) - National Board (NB) Meeting and CLLEP
scheduled in December 2016 in Metro Manila, Philippines.

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.

Certified By: % \.» Attested by:

COUNCILO
National Se

ZUELA COUNCILOR
al National Presi

DC FERNANDEZ
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