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(EN)
2015 CALRE in Milan
World Forum

Theme: Regional and Local Representation for a True Global
Democracy

Presented by TCF President Lin Chin-Chang
Date: October 23, 2015

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good afternoon.

Please allow me take this opportunity to personally welcome each of you to the 2015
World Forum of Regional and Sub-National Legislative Assemblies. | am very excited
to be able to participate in the CALRE conference and look forward to learning from
and meeting all of you during the meeting. | am Lin Chin-chang, the president of
Taiwan Local Councils Representatives Community Forum (TCF)".

I am extremely honored to have been invited to participate in this important
conference. For this, | would like to sincerely give thanks to CALRE President Raffaele
Cattaneo, to his staff, and to all of you, for giving me the opportunity to engage and
exchange ideas and best practices about how we can all cooperate to help better the
governance of each of our respective districts.

As we know, elections are the foundation of democracy. In the Chinese-speaking
world including Taiwan and Mainland China, election systems did not exist until the
ROC Government was forced to move to Taiwan in 1949. In the next year, in 1950,
Taiwan held its first ever local elections. However, compared with Europe and the
United States, Taiwan’s 65 year-old election history is relatively short.

The election system in Taiwan is the same as in Japan. In addition to nation level
elections for congressmen, the two-tier local elections are designed to elect mayors,
councilors and other elected officials. In an area of 36 thousand square kilometers
with a population of 23 million persons, we elected 22 mayors, over 900 councilors
for the first tier of the local government and about 2,000 municipal councilors for the
second tier.

As a Taipei City Councilor for 25 years, | have been actively taking part throughout
over one third of Taiwan’s 65 years of local autonomy. Although the Taiwanese
people have been living under a democratic system, there has been a tendency for
governments to centralize power over local autonomy. In the Local Government Act,
it is easy to see how badly the councilors’ powers have been restricted.

The "Taiwan Local Councils Representatives Community Forum (TCF)" not only
operates as a platform for exchange between the councilors and the government,
but is also designed to protect the councilors’ legislative power from the national
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government. As we know, there is a global organization the members of which are
MPs, like IPU (Inter-Parliamentary Union). To my knowledge, many countries have
their own national or regional legislative assemblies like CALRE, the Japanese Local
Councilors Alliance, the American NCSL, the Philippines PCL, the South America
UNALE, the Canada FCM and the Australia ALGA.

However, it seems that there has not yet been established a global organization with
members from Local Legislative Assemblies as well as international Institutions from
different continents. This is the reason why | strive to set up the "Global Councils
Forum (GCF)".

Last year, there was an International Forum in the TCF Annual Meeting. We invited
special guests Ms. Noguera from CALRE, Mr. Bruce Starr from America NCSL and Mr.
Yoshiaki Matsuda from Japanese Local Councilors Alliance to the conference. This
August, we invited President Cattaneo from CALRE, President Matsuda from the
Japanese Local Councilors Alliance, and National President Fernandez from the
Philippines to the Global Councilors Forum in the 2015 TCF Annual Meeting.

We also invited international scholars from France, South Korea and Mainland China
to attend the meeting, whose speeches were really remarkable and impressive.

Considering that Japan, the Philippines and Taiwan have already had their own local
councilors alliances, we proposed to establish a regional assembly named "Asia
Councils Forum (ACF)", and decided to hold the first ACF meeting in December 2016
in the Philippines. We are expecting that Malaysia and South Korea will be our new
partners in the ACF.

As we know, CALRE and NCSL have signed a mutual cooperation agreement this
August in Seattle, U.S.. If the ACF can be run successfully in the area of Asia in the
future, according to CALRE President Cattaneo’s proposal, | think establishing a real
Global Councilors Forum will not be far away anymore.

In the process of Globalization, it is inevitable that, to a degree, a country has to
transfer national sovereignty to supranational form of government or international
institutions. However, in my personal opinion, if giving away national sovereignty
means to erode a country’s autonomy and ability to make political decisions, | have
to voice my objection.

Within a country’s territorial jurisdiction, a nation’s sovereignty is exclusive and
absolute. One of the fundamentals of democracy is that the power of an elected
representative is legitimized by the people.

In bottom-up politics, the higher powers are derived from the lower level institutions.
According to this theory, the power of MEPs comes from the regional voters, and the
country then empowers the MEPs when negotiating with supranational institutions.

If we adhere to this principle, we are wondering, how could supranational

institutions take away regional and sub-national sovereignty? Facing globalization,

we agree that, at times States have to transfer parts of their powers to supranational
form of government, for example the EU.
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However, in a way, | think that could explain the reason why | established the (TCF) in
the aspiration of gathering all locally elected representatives to face the plight of
unbalanced power distribution and to resolve that situation.

Personally, | am impressed that the CALRE working group on Subsidiarity has done
very well in assessing the balance of powers between the EU and the Member States.
| also admire CALRE’s democratic deficit efforts to prevent the EU from moving
toward an increase in executive power and a decrease in Regional and Sub-national
parliamentary control.

I am glad to have this opportunity to be here to discuss the topic of “Regional and
local representation for true global democracy” with each of you. This is a very
meaningful event and | am glad to be here.

Thank you for listening.
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(EN)
2015 CALRE in Milan
Forum World, Panel Session 2
Theme: Feeding the Planet, Energy for Lives
Presented by TCF President Lin Chin-Chang
Date: October 24, 2015

Ladies and gentlemen, good morning.

Please allow me take this opportunity to personally welcome each of you to the 2015
World Forum of Regional and Sub-National Legislative Assemblies

| am very excited to be able to participate in the Panel Session and look forward to

learning from and meeting all of you during the meeting.

I am Lin Chin-chang, the president of Taiwan Local Councils Representatives

Community Forum (TCF)".

In China there is an ancient, brief yet accurate saying describing the relationship
between the people and food. As the saying goes, food is of primary importance in
Chinese people's lives. Or to put it more simply: Food is heaven. In Chinese society
this is one of the most quoted expressions, which not only accurately describes the
importance of food, but also points out the close relationship between the people
and food. In ancient times, providing the people with sufficient food was the best

way to stabilize the country and prevent the people from rioting.

Compared to the 2015 Milan EXPO theme, feeding the planet, energy for lives,
highlighting the right to food and zero hunger, the life experience of the Chinese
ancestors has already reflected this basic need of human beings two thousand and

two hundred years ago.

Thanks to Taiwan’s beautiful warm climate all year round, diversified agricultural
products, the successful land- reform and other land programs have encouraged
Taiwan's agriculture to flourish all across the island. Fifty years ago, through
advanced agricultural techniques, the Taiwanese Government started to take specific

actions to help solve the world food problems.

In December 1959, Taiwan's first agricultural technical team was sent to Vietnam to
help the government improving agricultural techniques in order to increase local

agricultural productivity. In the years from 1959 to 2004, Taiwan has developed
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agricultural cooperation with over 70 countries all over the world.

111 agricultural technical teams with over 14,500 agricultural technicians have been
sent to Africa, Central and South America, the Caribbean, Pacific Asia and other
regions, engaging in technical support in agriculture, fishery, pastoralism, health care,

trade and industrial practices.

Taiwan is a small Island, but Taiwan is willing to take practical actions to help the
world in dealing with food problems. There is no question that Taiwan has played an
important role in helping to advance agricultural development in undeveloped
countries for five decades.

In 1945, the United Nations founded an intergovernmental organization, Food and
Agriculture Organization (AFO), with a headquarter in Rome, Italy, hoping that people
may have regular access to sufficient high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives.
World Food Day is celebrated on October 16 every year to help raise people’s
awareness of problems in food supply and distribution. In 2002, the World Food
Summit reaffirmed the international community's commitment to reduce world
hunger by half by 2015 for the benefit of present and future generations.

Taiwan's agricultural technology has been well known worldwide. Although Taiwan
has invested in international agricultural cooperation for over 50 years, Taiwan has
been denied participation in any international cooperation in the agriculture program
since being forced to withdraw from the UN in 1971. | feel honored to be here to talk

about the right to food and food security and to exchange ideas with you.

Taking this opportunity, | would like to share my personal opinions with you. As we
know there is sufficient capacity in the world to produce enough food to feed
everyone. The future food crisis will not be an issue of shortage of food. Instead, |
consider poverty to be the source of the food crisis. Political, economic and social
problems generated from the unequal distribution of food will lead to a disaster in
this century if we still blindly ignore the reasons behind poverty and hunger.

| very much agree with the Milan Charter’s strong support of the right to food and
food sovereignty as a basic human right. However, to reach our goal, | must say that
merely advocating a policy or a declaration will not be enough to create any
profound and lasting effect. If launching an international anti-hunger multilateral
agreement is feasible, rendering the right to food to be part of the basic human

rights, | am willing to return home to lobby our government to take the initiative.

Two thousand years ago, the great philosopher Confucius described The Age of Great
Harmony as an utopia. | take one of the paragraphs and translate it into English to
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share it with you. The paragraph says that in an ideal world, all kinds of wealth,
including the natural resources, should be fully used, and not be wasted or spoiled.
People create and cherish the wealth, and then share it with others to reach great

harmony throughout the entire world.

Confucius believed that natural resources should not be wasted, and in the same
spirit does the Milan Charter declare that human beings are entitled to the right to
food and natural resources, and that they shall enjoy just distribution. | consider both
positions to share the same universal core values. Regardless if in ancient or modern
times, in East or West, the pursuit of a better world is a common vision and objective

shared by all human beings.

Thank you for your listening.
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