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Moderator:

Chin-chang LIN

Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum (TCF)
Discussion Topic:

1. Reviewing on the 4™ ACF, discussing on the host country of the 5™ ACF and signing
the ACF Joint Statement.

2. The Preparatory Meeting for Global Councils Forum (GCF)

Participants:

- Yoshiaki Matsuda (¥>2 2 pZ), Chairman of Japanese Local Councilors Alliance
(JLCA), JAPAN

- Danilo Dayanghirang, National Chairman of Philippine Councilors League (PCL),
PHILIPPINES

- Nirunde Praditkul, The Second Vice-Chairman of Bangkok Metropolitan Council
(BMC), THAILAND

- Fozia Khalid Waraich, President of Local Councils Association of the Punjab (LCAP),
PAKISTAN

- Alan T. Marbou, Speaker of 11™ Koror State Legislature, PALAU

- Siliga Atiake Kofe, Chief of House of Clan of Funafuti, TUVALU

- Kennedy Nunes, President of Unido Nacional dos Legisladores e Legislativos
Estaduais (UNALE), BRAZIL

- Kam Man-fung, Head Delegate ~"Hong Kong Community Governance Forum

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (#& TEERITER):
Okay, so we're still waiting for the head delegates from Brazil. And please, all the

head delegates are already present and we are going to start session B4.

It consists of 2 halves. The first half will talk about the topic of this year’s Asia
Councils Forum. We are going to look at the joint declaration of ACF, and then, we
are going to talk about the host country of the 5th ACF and review this year’s ACF.
And the second half, we'll talk about the preparation, preparatory meeting for Global

Councils Forum. So please, if you have the menu, it starts from page 200.

First of all, let’s take a look at the agenda. As | mentioned, we have 3 motions in the
agenda, a joint statement by Asian Councils Forum and then the 2020 ACF host
country and review on the 2019 ACF. Regarding your agenda, do you have any

opinions, or do you have anything to share?
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PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:

Under the constitution abidance of the Philippine Councilors League, in the
commitment, we have to go back to the board first, but let it be assured, that the
manifestation of unity will be given more weight. When we go back to Manila, we’ll
return back and inform you of the National Board of the Philippine Councilors League
decision. But in general, we are, for one, accept our constitution. This allow us, the
Councilors League, without consulting first the National Board. We will inform you

the updates. Thank you very much.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (++5 THEERTER):
Agenda-wise, if we all approve, then we’ll carry on with our meeting today.

First, we’re going to talk about the joint statement of ACF. And beforehand, we did
send the draft of the joint statement to all the delegations. And right now, on the
desk, you see 2 documents. They are both drafts. They are both draft documents,
and there’s only one, there are 2 differences between the 2 drafts. First, it says
purpose on the second page. We have a section on purpose and in this section, the
Japanese delegation proposed, they actually made a suggestion that it doesn’t
necessarily have to be included in this statement, but they want to make sure that
we all agree with this purpose. And if we, we’ve reviewed the purpose. We believe
that this purpose is in line with our objectives, so maybe we should just read the

purpose first.
Emcee:

In the era of globalization, local councilors worldwide share the social responsibility
to cooperate and create economic vitality. The Asian Councils Forum aims to facilitate
cross-border communication and mutual understanding, while respecting the values
of freedom, equality and diversity in Asia. Through cross-border synergies, the Asian
Councils Forum ensures regional stability and supports the development of future

talents to eventually make a contribution to world peace and prosperity.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN:

Okay, so this purpose was proposed by the Japanese delegations. So maybe Matsuda
president, you have further explanation? So, this is a proposal made by the Japanese

delegation. We really want your approval. President Matsuda said that maybe we can
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approve the purpose, but it doesn’t necessarily have to be included in the joint
statement. Is that what you’re trying to say?

JLCA President Yoshiaki Matsuda:
Yes.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (& TEERTR):

So, we can approve this purpose, but this purpose may not have to be included in our
joint statement. And as president of PCL, according to their constitution, they need
to go back to check with their board before they can sign anything. Just like 2015,
when the President Maybelyn came to Taiwan, we decided that the Philippines could
host ACF. And she also mentioned that she has to check with her board, and she
expressed willingness to host ACF, but she needed to go back to the board. And after
they got the approval of the board, they invited me to go over to Philippines and they
presented me with the letter of the decision of the board. So, | agree with Chairman
Danilo Dayanghirang because after our discussion today, even though we approve
this statement, we still have to bring this statement back to our respective
parliament or councils for further approval.

B TETE S "1 Back in 2014, we also passed a
= J statement. At the time, we had
representatives from the US, as well as
Japan, and the EU representatives also
talked about that they need to get the
approval of their board officially. And

Y
®
VALCUERCIAEEEO LA the official letter to us. Now, to go back

to your earlier comments from the chairman from PCL, we agree with your

once they got the approval, they send

comments earlier.

In other words, today we will have a discussion to approve this statement. We will
also have the signing ceremony. However, we will also have in the addendum, saying
that this has to be officially approved by different boards of our member

organizations.

HK Delegation Leader Man-fung KAM:
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Thank you, chairman. | want to talk about Item 4 and Item 5. Here, it talks about
democratic nations. Could you say nations or regions? When you say each country,
could you also say each country and region? If not, we may have a problem with the

wording.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (& TEERTR):

Okay, for Item 4 and 5, okay, I'll stop. Please take a note of that. This is a draft and
purpose was not put into that draft. But the Japanese delegation talked about we
should have the purpose approved. However, the purpose paragraph doesn’t have to
be put in the statement. Now, regarding this motion, perhaps we can make a decision
right now. And of course, you need to have the official approval of your board and
then, you should send us an official letter. Now, regarding the purpose paragraph
that was read, are there any feedback? Is there any feedback on the purpose or any
suggestions to revise? Any opposition?

PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:

We will reserve our right to, what to call this, to sign this for the meantime, after we
get the word approval in our respective countries. As far as Philippines is concerned
because we are prohibited by the constitution to go into contract without passing
first through the board. But let it be known to everybody that we will support all the

statement as manifested by the conveyor.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (#& TEERITER):

Okay. | understand your stance and we should respect your stance. Yes, indeed, this
is the international practice. And we didn’t have enough time to prepare this
declaration, the statement. We did not give you enough time to get the approval
from your board. So today, we'll just have the discussions. If we form a consensus,
we will form a decision, that is, the version will be sent back to each board for
approval. But perhaps, your suggestion is that today, we are not signing the

statement. Is that your suggestion?
PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:

Philippine’s concern, we reserve our right to sign that in the proper time because as

what | said.

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (++5 RTEERTER):

22



TCF :wv-same

m Taiwan Councilors Forum
ARAAA

Okay, so what | mean is, today we did made preparations for a signing ceremony. But
with an addendum saying that this needs to be officially approved by the board of
each organization. That’s one option. Or perhaps, option 2 is we can sign that next
year.

PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:
We’ll discuss this in the board.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (& TEERTR):

Say, we signed the declaration or statement first, and then with an addendum, that
this is only officially approved to when you got the approval from the board. Is that
viable?

PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:
| cannot do that because the authority to sign would be...
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (& TEERTR):

Okay. Yes, this is something that needs to be respected. Today, we will have the
discussion and then you can bring that statement back to your organization.
Otherwise, | know I'm putting you on a difficult spot. Regarding the Philippines
suggestion, we can have discussion today and then, we’re not signing the statement
today. Any suggestions or any opinion on that? Opposition? Any opposition? If not,
the decision is we are going to have a discussion to form a consensus. But today, we
are not signing the statement. You can bring the statement back to your individual
organization. So basically, the statement will be approved today, but we’re not

signing the statement today. Any opposition to this? If not, this option is approved.
PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:

The consensus building as to the statement, maybe in the right time, but as to
affixing the signatures as part of the Philippine’s concern, | have to give respect to

the national board. We can agree the manifestation.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (++§ RTHEEEITER):

Yes, we understand your position and everybody supports your position. Today, we're

just gonna have a discussion, reach a consensus, but we are not signing the
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statement. Thank you very much. The representative from the Philippines delegation.
Now, we’ve distributed relevant material. | would like to ask the staff to quickly read
it, this statement, without the purpose paragraph.

Emcee:

“We gather here in Taipei from different nations in Asia, recalling the commitment to
broaden and deepen Asian interregional cooperation to further strengthen the Asian
Councils Forum as envisaged in the joint statements of Asian Councils Forum in Japan
on 21, August 2018.

Recalling the commitment to broaden and deepen Asian interregional cooperation to
further strengthen the Asian Councils Forum as envisaged in the Joint Statement of

Asian Councils Forum in Japan on 21 August 2018;

Noting that Asian Councils Forum aims to bring together local councilors and
government officials from each Asian nation and gather the insights from their

experience on local governance for effective cross-border communication;

Recognizing that synergies among the national or regional council assemblies from
each country in Asia will contribute towards regional connectivity, peace and stability,

parliamentary democracy, economic prosperity and sustainable development;

Acknowledging that the necessity of the mutual interactions and cooperation
facilitated by Asian Councils Forum helps foster mutual understanding and establish

trustful relationships among all the culturally diverse Asian regions and nations;

Reaffirming the commitment of the joint statement signed in Asian Councils Forum in
Japan on 21 August 2018 for enhancing regional connectivity with the principles of

openness, transparency, inclusiveness;

Appreciating the contribution made by all the participants from each Asian nation in
Asian Councils Forums from 2016 to 2019. With joint efforts, we together promote
peaceful cooperation, cross-border experience exchange, and most importantly,

democratic values.

We hereby approve and sign the contents of the "Joint Statement of 4th Asian

Councils Forum," stressing the fundamental values of national or regional council
assemblies in democratic states as an indispensable pillar for a more efficient, more

participatory and better-quality democracy, and we assert as follows:
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First, any national or regional council assemblies that agree with the mission of the
Asian Councils Forum shall be eligible to participate in;

Second, every participant of Asian Councils Forum shall be treated equally regardless

of racial, complexion, gender, language, or religious differences;

Third, our participants shall be encouraged to share with one another under the
spirit of non-governmental organization (NGO) and nonprofit organization (NPO), to
ensure world peace and to benefit all of humanity;

Fourth, all participants of Asian Councils Forum shall originate from democratic

nations;

Fifth, participation in the Asian Councils Forum shall abide by the law of each

country;

Sixth, all participants of Asian Councils Forum agree to assist and support the

foundation of Global Councils Forum.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (’H‘ﬁ FTEERI L)

Thank you. | believe you have all read the statements and we also heard the
suggestion of our Hong Kong representative regarding Article 4 and Article 5 of the
statement. Okay, we will work on that. Okay. Hong Kong representative provided us
with feedback on Article 4 and Article 5.

And we will revise accordingly, any questions regarding the recalling paragraph? If

not, it’s treated as consensus.

Any questions regarding the noting paragraph? Okay, it’s consensus.

What about the recognizing paragraph? Any feedback? Okay, consensus reached.
Acknowledging paragraph? Okay, consensus reached.

Reaffirming paragraph? Okay, consensus reached.

Appreciating paragraph? Okay, consensus reached. Yes?

PCL Member:

| would like to go back to “recognizing” paragraph. It reads “recognizing the synergies

among national or regional council assemblies from each country in Asia will
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contribute towards regional connectivity, peace and stability, parliamentary
democracy, economic prosperity and sustainable development.”

III IlI

We suggest that instead of putting the “national” or “regional”, we put recognizing
the synergies among “local” assemblies in “Asia”. So we remove from each country so
that we will have no, that was what the honorable HK Delegation Leader was saying
earlier. Maybe, instead of putting national or regional council, we’ll just change it to

local councils. And local council assemblies in Asia.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (’H‘ﬁ BEEFL):

Thank you very much for your feedback and suggestion. This is something that we’ve
been considering as well. Earlier, we were thinking about, well, as Mayor Ko
mentioned this morning, we have IPU. We have UCLG, alliance of global local
governments. What we’re lacking is a global alliance for local representatives. For
UCLG, it’s an alliance of local governments and there are 2 categories of members.
First, their members might be national representatives, and then there also have
local government representatives as members. In reality, when we talk about GCF
later, we are going to talk about our charters and we will have a prepared taskforce.
However, we have not done any discussion in this area. So | think this suggestion
made by our representative from the Philippines is the future direction that we want

to focus on.

Should we be like UCLG? For example, PCL, it’s the national league, and for Taiwan,
we have the Taiwan Councilors Forum. Japan, they have a body like this, and in
Pakistan, they also have an organization. It’s just in Thailand, they do not have a
national level councils alliance yet. And so, before they established national
organization of all the councils, would they be able to participate individually? So
these are some of the things we need to discuss and | think our friend from
Philippines already propose a great suggestion because this is something we need to
discuss, perhaps today. We will establish a taskforce and involving Japan, Philippines,
and Taiwan, and then the founding parties. And then, we can talk about the charter
of GCF and to clarify the issues, that is, we accept the issue raised in the section of
“recognizing” proposed by the Philippines, and hopefully, and then, we’ll deal with
this through a taskforce. Do we all agree? Do we all agree? So, in terms of procedures,
today we will recognize that there’s some problems, some issues in this paragraph

because right now, Thailand did not have a national organization. So perhaps in the
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future, if we establish the GCF, Bangkok can apply to be a member on its own. And
for Palau, they have 16 different islands. They do not have a national organization.
Can we be a member of the Global Councils Forum as an individual municipal council?
And for UCLG, they allow that. And for us, GCF, we do not have to reach a decision
today.

We can establish the taskforce to discuss this problem. This also respond to what
Hong Kong said, that they are not a country, they’re just a region. So, maybe we
should form a taskforce and we don’t have to rush because it’s not something we
have to reach a decision right now. This is something that’s going to go on forever

anyways.

So if there’s no objection, | think especially the paragraph on the “recognizing”, we
need to really talk about the qualification of our members. For example, in Hong
Kong, they are probably in the process of forming a higher-level organization of

various councils.

| know that right now in Taiwan, in Japan, in Philippines, we have a national level
organization, but we still have some of the local councils that they don’t have a
national level organization in their own country. So if we all agree, then obviously,
we’ll accept the suggestions made by our friend from the Philippines and then we’ll
form a taskforce to discuss this, discuss our charter in the future. And as for the
wordings including regions, place, or countries, we will do that in the taskforce as
well.

Okay, so the first page, if there’s no further objections, we’ll move on to the second

page.
BMC Member:

Good afternoon. Yeah. Mr. Chair, allow me to express my explanation about the
municipal league association of Thailand. This is a national level of the local
government in Thailand. It includes council too, as well as municipal body. So | would
like to tell you that in Thailand, we have the association such like in national level too.
In case of Bangkok Metropolitan, if you accept our organization to include in Asian
Councils Forum, | think that we can attend by our own because we just a kind of local
government in Thailand. My suggestion has nothing to do against the suggestion of

Philippine or Hong Kong.
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TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (++5 TEEETER):

Okay, thank you. So in the future, if we have a taskforce, we can also involve our
friends from Thailand to also send a representative to be on the taskforce so we can

further discuss the details of our charter.

They mentioned that they have an association that includes mayors, governments
and councilors, but in fact that in many countries, they do have this kind of
organization. This time, around Sri Lankan organization is the same as the Thai
organization. That organization includes councilors, mayors and municipal
governments. Why? Because UCLG, the chairman, the president is a South African
councilor.

Why can a councilor be the UCLG chairman? Because according to the South African
system, the role of the mayor is assumed by a councilor. So the mayor must also be a
councilor, and that is why as a mayor, as a city councilor, he participates in UCLG and
he was elected the chairperson. But he himself was originally a councilor, and

because of that status, he could assume the role of the mayor.

And obviously, there are different systems in the world. So, from what we heard this
morning from Mayor Ko, he also participated in UCLG because Taipei City is a
member. But he is in full support that the councilors in Asia can organize a forum.
He’s also happy to see that around the world, we have this one organization involving

only city councilors. So, once again, thank you, the Thai representative.
So if we don’t have any objections with the main paragraph...
UNALE President Kennedy Nunes:

Okay, so | have a suggestion. In Brazil, we have the UNALE. We promote the CEDAW
diplomacy. This is a diplomatic activity launched by local councils. Traditional
diplomacy deals with national defense, the issues of borders and territories. And

today, municipal councils, we promote a “paradiplomacy”. We exchange experience.

Because our roles, we are not to replace the central government or parliament. We
understand their responsibilities and their roles, and we understand our role,
especially as municipal councils. We are closer to our citizens. We are closer to our

citizens compared to the central government and government agencies.

And therefore, my suggestion is just like the South American Councils Alliance or the
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UNALE with the American Councils Alliance, | think we used the word
“paradiplomacy” to describe our activity. So whether it’s the entire America, the
continent of America or South America or Brazil, after we started using the word
“paradiplomacy,” we never encountered issues when it comes to wording or the

words we choose. So that’s just my personal opinion.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (& TEERTR):

Okay. So, thank you, chairman Nunes. They have a UNALE. It’s an alliance of 27
municipal councils, and next year in February, he’s going to become the president of
COPA. So | think they have many years of experience, so | think we can really learn
from their experience and as references for our future operation.

So we will read over the rest of the articles and we will listen to your opinions. When
it comes to the words nation or when it comes to national, do we replace them with
the word “paradiplomacy,” | think it all means that we are closer to people and we

are here for exchange, not to take over the job of central government.
Okay, so paragraph one, any objections? Okay, so we all approve?
PCL Member:

First paragraph, the word “recalling,” it has another meaning, which sometimes
would mean “remove.” “Recalling” means “removing.” May | suggest that we change
it to the word “building on.” That way, it will be more active. The first paragraph, not

“reaffirming.” The first paragraph. The “recalling.”

Yes, ‘cause “recall” could also mean legally as “remove,” yes, to “take back”. So |
suggest that we change it with the word “building on” the commitment to broaden
and deepen and so on. So, rather than “recalling,” we use “building on.” We build on

the commitments already made previously.

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (’H“Fr 2XLR):

Thank you very much, the comment from our Philippine representative. She’s also an

attorney and we will take your suggestion. Thank you very much for reminding us.

Okay, number 1, the earlier feedback and comments were all very good. Okay.
Consensus reached.

Number 2, okay. Consensus reached.

29



TCF :wv-same

m Taiwan Councilors Forum
ARAAA

Number 3, our members are going to be NGOs and NPOs. This is very important. We
are an organization of NGOs and NPOs. Any comments? Okay. Consensus reached for
article 3.

Article 4 and article 5, in addition the comments by our Hong Kong representative,

are there other comments? If not, okay, consensus reached.

Number 6, regarding number 6, | think we can reach consensus today. Back in 2014,
we had the idea, the organization in the Philippines and in Japan were formed very
early on, but there hasn’t been enough collaboration between different
organizations. And in 2014, we invited NCSL and other organizations, and we actually
got the invitation from UNALE early on. In 2014, we also invited a representative
from CALRE from the European Union and that was the first time when we had a
Japanese delegation. And we actually wanted to talk about forming GCF in 2015.
However, during discussions in 2015, the president of CALRE, the Italian
representative, told us since our introduction and our platform in 2014, they actually
formed an alliance with ACF. And in October of that year, the European organization
invited organizations from Japan, Philippines, to Milan, where we met UNALE from
Brazil and FCM from Canada. So, our organizations met in Milan and we had a great
time discussing important issues. And like | said, in the European meeting, we had
representatives from Taiwan, Japan, and the Philippines, and he suggested that we
should form ACF and that is why the Philippines hosted the first one ACF, and then
Taiwan hosted the second one in 2017, Japan hosted the third ACF last year.

We are now in the 4™ ACF. We have more and more participants every year. Now, we
need to come up with our detailed charter for ACF. | would like to form a Global
Councils Forum together with our European and US counterparts, as well as

counterpart in Australia. We should form a Global Councils Forum.

In other words, in November next year in Brazil, | understand Brazil is far away from
us, but today, our Brazilian representative invited us to all come to their conference.
And | think in the very near future, we will be able to form, indeed, a Global Councils
Forum. Here, | would like to say yes to the invitation from Brazil and understand that

many of our Asian friends are also interested in going to Brazil next year.

Same thing for number 4 and number 5. So today, shouldn’t we express our support

for the foundation of Global Councils Forum? Yes, the Philippines.
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PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:

We are supporting the Global Council Forum. This is a good initiative international
relationship among ourselves. So we don’t have problem of organizing it. But before
that, | just want to go back, if you don’t mind, to the suggestion of the Philippines
that instead of “recalling,” it should be “rebuilding.” | just want to, once and for all,
resolve this because when you said that you will study it, but | suggest we decide

now that instead of “recalling,” we put now “rebuilding,” “building on.”

Not recalling, but “building on.” It should be positive thoughts for cooperation. Yes.
The other one is the global, we don’t have a problem.

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (& TEERTR):

Okay, we will modify the text accordingly. Thank you for your suggestion. Regarding
number 6, which concerns forum agree to assist and support the foundation of
Global Council Forum, that this is agreed by everybody. | think a strong consensus is
reached on this item and this will very helpful when we try to give the voice from
Asia to our global counterparts. It is my wish that we reach consensus on this item.
Any feedback? Any comments? Any comments or opposition?

BMC Member:

Allow me to make a suggestion. Number 4, you change the “nation” to “regions”
according to the recommendation of Hong Kong, ‘cause if you change the word
“nation” to “regions,” it means nonsense. It refers to nothing because democratic

“regions,” can you clarify where is “democratic regions”?
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (#& TEERITER):

Thank you for your comment. | will like to thank the comment from Thailand. While
regarding this part, actually said earlier, we are talking about global local
governments, they have their national organization, but they can also have local

government. For example, a local government can be a member.

So for ACF and GCF, perhaps we can use the UCLG example. Local association or local
government can become a member, and since we are an organization of councilors,
so only councilor association can become a member. However, this is not an urgent
issue. Like | said, we are going to form a taskforce on the charter and | would urge all

interested parties to send representatives to this taskforce to work on the detail
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wording, the text of this charter.
HK Delegation Leader Man-fung KAM:

Allow me to clarify. | did not suggest to take out the word “nations.” I'm simply
suggesting that we can add 2 words or “regions” because Hong Kong is SAR, “special
administrative region”. So we are only representing a “region.” We are not
representing a “nation”. That is our political reality.

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (& TEERTR):

Thank you. | also understand the reality. | think we are not going to make a decision
on that. We rather are going to form a taskforce to work on the text of the charter for
both ACF and GCF.

Back to Article 6, supporting the establishment of Global Councils Forum, this is to
give our voice to our American and European counterparts. | think that will be
instrumental in the forming of GCF. I'm sure you all support Article 6. If that’s the

case, please applaud to show your support.

Now, a question to our representative from the Philippines. Today, we are only
affirming Article 6. Is that okay with you?

PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:
Yes.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (#& TEERITER):

Later on, when we have a signing ceremony, we’re all agreeing to this sentence only.
All participants of Asian Councils Forum agree to assist and support the foundation of
Global Council Forum. Okay. The signing ceremony will only cover this part. Okay,

that’s the end of discussion for this one.

And today, we also pass the purpose statement proposed by our Japanese friends.
We are not passing the statement, rather we are going to form a taskforce. We
encourage our member organizations to send representatives to our taskforce. The
taskforce will discuss the detailed charter of our organization. And we would like to

invite UNALE as our advisor to give us suggestions and advice. Okay, that’s that.

Let’s move on to the next item. The host country for the 5th ACF, the first was hosted
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in the Philippines, second in Taiwan, third in Japan, fourth in Taiwan. Taiwan hosted
the second and the fourth because at the very beginning, we did not have a lot of
members. Taiwan volunteered as a founding organization to host ACF every 2 years.
Now, since we have more members, Taiwan is, again, volunteering to host ACF every

4 years. That is our proposal.

This year, we are hosting ACF. Next year, 2020, which should be the host country?
Hong Kong expressed its intent to host the forum. Due to the recent political reality,
perhaps, it’s not very viable to have ACF in Hong Kong, but the willingness is
definitely there in the future. | also asked the President of the Philippine Delegation
and chairman of PCL has expressed that their members and councilors would like to
go to different Asian countries’ few platforms of ACF. So they are not very keen on

hosting ACF again so soon.

Or perhaps, we have a very large delegation from Thailand this year and | understand
that last year, you hosted your ASEAN City Councilors Conference.

PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:

Can | say something? We, Filipinos, believe on equal opportunities. We had that
already in Manila once, but our friend from Thailand would take it for the next venue
about ACF. We would also appreciate that. We believe on equal opportunities. For us,
we don’t have problem. If Thailand will not take it, the Philippines will come in. But
for the meantime, | believe that equal opportunity should be given to everybody and

we would appreciate to give it to Thailand.

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (#& TEERITER):

Okay, so thank you Philippines. | think our Thai representative is going to speak.
BMC Second-Vice Chairman Nirunde Praditkul:

We will have to go back and discuss a little bit. First of all, we need to take it back to
Bangkok Council for discussion first. If it’s approved, we’ll pass on this issue with the
Ministry of Interior, and if approval is granted, we can organize, we can be the host

because the delegation this time around, it’s only one third of the city council.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (++§ REERTER):

Okay, so thank you for your clarification. We respect your procedure. So, the first
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year was hosted by the Philippines. President Maybelyn, she also said the same thing,
that they have to take it back to their board and then, we need the Ministry of
Interior’s approval. So | fully understand. And obviously, we received official
approval.

Madam Maybelyn, can you stand up and...yes, she was one of the founding
presidents with me and Matsuda. So, we discussed among us and we were very glad
that the Philippines were willing to take over as host of the first ACF. | think | also
agree with the equal opportunity and obviously, Thailand has a big delegation this
time around, and if they’re willing to be the host, obviously, we’ll wait for them to
take it back to discuss with their fellow councilors and the Ministry of Interior. Just
like a few years ago, we will wait for their official response and reply. And if Thailand
cannot host, due to various factors and considerations to host next year, then

Philippines will take over.

It’s just like last year when Japan was hosting. When Japan was hosting, they asked
us who'’s going to host this year’s forum and | told them that my term was expiring
and we needed to wait for a new president to be elected. So, they all agreed and we
all waited until this July that we have new president and that we host this forum now

in December.

And so, we’ll include this in our meeting minutes. Thailand will take back the issue
and they will give us a response as soon as possible after they have discussed this
with their fellow councilors, as well as their Ministry of Interior. And if they can, they
will be hosting next year’s forum. If not, we’ll pass on this message to the Philippines
and the Philippines can start their discussion. Hopefully, we can sustain the Asian
Councils Forum. It has been 4 years in the room and hopefully next year, we’ll have
someone to host the forum. So | will thank you in advance. Thank you Philippines.
Thank you Thailand.

HK Delegation Leader Man-fung KAM:

| have a proposal. So, why don’t we just say that 2020 will be Thailand and 2021 will
be Philippines? And if Thailand cannot host next year’s forum, then the Philippines
can just move forward to 2020. So, let’s just set the hosts for the next 2 years so they

can start the process, and they also enjoy more time for preparation.

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (k% ¥ ¥ £ 2% & ):
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But right now, | think it’s hard enough for us to find the host for next year, so maybe,
hopefully, Hong Kong can host 2021. Hong Kong, even though it’s not one of the
founding parties. ACF was founded by Japan, Taiwan and Philippines, but Hong Kong
was here with us since the beginning. They participated in the 1st Asian Councils
Forum, second, third and fourth, and obviously, it should be their turn to host. But
we all understand your situation there. So we will be patient and hopefully, we’ll just
determine the host for next year. And if everything, maybe in the future, we have
more countries, more regions, then perhaps Hong Kong can host the forum. So let’s
just decide the host for next year, 2020. Okay, so we’ve made our decision.

We’ll move on to the next item on the agenda. We have to apologize that due to
limited manpower, we cannot provide you with the most ideal hospitality and if you
have any suggestions regarding the organization of this event, perhaps you can share
with us your opinions now. And if you don’t feel like speaking out loud, you can write
it down and submit to us because all these opinions can be reserved for the next

host as references.

UNALE President Kennedy Nunes:

Remember, next year.

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (++5 FEEAFL):

Okay. Yes, he’s once again reminding us. So if we’re hosting the Asian Councils Forum,

it should not be in November because Brazil is inviting all of us to go to Brazil.

Thank you. So regarding this year’s forum, do you have any suggestions and opinions
and thoughts? You’re being too kind. So | hope the head representative can collect
opinions from the members of your delegation. Please bear with us and after we are
done today, we provided transportation to take you to the restaurant and hopefully,

we can mingle and to further strengthen our friendship.

Tomorrow, in the morning, it’s going to be quite early because tomorrow, including
Japan, Hong Kong, Thailand, they are all flying out tomorrow. And for President
Matsuda, they will have to go to the airport after lunch. And Thailand, they are
leaving in the evening, so they are wondering whether they can skip the afternoon
session. So right now, we are still discussing this with New Taipei City. And Hong Kong
is leaving tomorrow. | know some of you are leaving on Monday, and so if you are

leaving on Monday, you can also participate in our tour tomorrow.
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And because we are going to New Taipei City, so we have to leave the hotels at 8
o’clock, and so we’ll have to meet at the lobby at 7:50. So please finish your breakfast
and meet us at 7:50. And even though it’s a long way to New Taipei City, to our
destinations, but | think it’s definitely worthwhile. And so, if you have any opinions,
please, you can write it down. You can submit a written proposal to us. And also,
remember next year in November, they are going to invite us to their event in Brazil.

Okay, move on to the next item on the agenda. So | think for issues regarding ACF, |
think we are done with the items regarding ACF. Now, take a look at page 205, 205.
Okay, sorry, page 203. 203, this is the joint statement signed last year in Japan. So it’s
attached here as a reference. So the statement is on page 203 and 204. And now, we
are on page 205. Obviously, this is not a very important discussion, but we’ll still have

to take a look at it.

On page 207, we have the, maybe we can’t really discuss too many details, but let’s
explain some of our opinions, some of our thoughts ‘cause we have to go through
the procedure. Do we all agree with that? If not, we’ll just follow the agenda and see
what we... And so, 2014 and 15, we included the meeting minutes here. We’re going
to read the meeting minutes just because some countries were not present back

then. So we’ll just read over the meeting minutes and to just refresh your memory.
Emcee:

The Statements of 2014 meeting minutes are as follows:

(A) Annual GCF meeting could be hosted simultaneously with the annual meeting of
the hosting organization. The chairman of the hosting organization shall be the GCF
chairman of the year.

(B) Foreign topic. The hosting organization shall appoint in annual topic for each GCF
conference.

(C) Registration Fees. Each participant is subject to a registration fee for attendance,
approximately USD500, for meeting materials, excluding flight tickets and
accommodations. Note: ACF charges the registration fee of US200 dollars in 2016
with general consent.

(D) Simultaneous translation services. The hosting organization shall provide
simultaneous translation services from the local language to English. The fees of the
additional language translation services are at the expenses of the participating

organizations who require their services.
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TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (++5 TEEETER):
Okay, and then, let’s go back to page 205. We have the 2015 meeting minutes.
Emcee:

2015 meeting minutes are as follows:

(A) Official foreign name. Global Councils’ Forum is the official name that is
recognized and acknowledged by the participants.

(B) Establishments initiative. Establishments initiative is recognized and
acknowledged by the participants.

(C) Asian Councils Forum. Taiwan, Japan and the Philippines shall first establish an
Asian Councils Forum, then carry NCSL, UNALE could join the Asian Councils Forum
to quickly expand the forum into the Global Councils Forum. Note: ACF has thus been
held annually in 3 Asian countries, the Philippines in 2016, Taiwan in 2017, and Japan
in 2018.

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (’H‘ﬁ BEEF L)

This is provided for your reference. The minutes from 2014 and 2015. Now, please
refer to the attachment. Please go to page 210. This is NCSL, Japan, CALRE, as well as
Taiwan. And this statement was agreed to by Japan and the US. But CALRE has to
take this back to its board for approval. Now, page 211 is the reply from their official
president. At the time, US and Japan agreed to the statement. Like | said, CALRE said
they need to take it back to their organization for official approval. And this is the

approval letter they sent to us afterwards.

They also support the name GCF. Again, this is provided for your reference. Regarding
the 2014, 2015 minutes, do we have any feedback or comments from the floor? Okay,
this has been recognized and noted. Next, motions in the agenda. As we are trying to
form the GCF, earlier, we had discussions on ACF and Hong Kong proposed that we
should set it up 2 years earlier, or determine the host country 2 years earlier. For GCF,
perhaps we can determine the host country 3 years earlier. Most of our members are
from Asia and we only have the Brazilian delegates with us. And the European
representative wanted to be with us, but couldn’t make it. NCSL participated in the
first ACF. Today, most of us here are from Asia. Perhaps, we cannot have a lot of say
in GCF, but | would suggest that we should support Brazil. Everybody should go to

Brazil next year and we can pick up the discussion in Brazil next year to further talk
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about how we can establish the GCF because we will have the European and

American counterparts at the Brazilian event.

If we, Asian countries, all send representatives to the Brazilian event, that would be
very beneficial. That is my suggestion. Any comment from our Brazilian friend? In
other words, we encourage all of you to go to Brazil. There will be 35 countries from

the Americas represented at the Brazilian event.
UNALE President Kennedy Nunes:

Yes, indeed. In our congress next year, we are going to invite members from NCSL to
participate, as well as members of COPA and members from Southern American
countries. We would welcome representatives from Asia-Pacific to attend to our

event as well.
TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (’H‘ﬁ BEEF L)

For 2021 and 2022, we don’t have an answer yet. But for 2020, we would like to
encourage our Asian friends to all go to the Brazilian event. Can we decide on that? If
there’s not opposition, it is so decided. In 2020, the host country should be Brazil. We
will leave 2021, 2022 for later discussion.

Today, we only have representatives from Asia and Brazil. We don’t have our
American, the US and European or Australian representatives, so we cannot discuss
Iltem B. We can skip C as well. As for D, again, | think we can take up that discussion in
Brazil next year. This year, we will only focus on the charter of ACF. As for B, C and D,
we are not going to discuss or make decisions on those items. Is that okay, everyone?
Okay, everybody is in full support of this? Great. | would like to ask the staff to
prepare the signing board. We are only signing for Article 6 or Statement 6. Please
make the relevant preparation for that. At the closing ceremony, the president of TCF
will take the lead and we will also invite presidents and chairmen of our member

organizations to have the signing ceremony.

Now, any other motion? We would like to thank you for your participation. This

concludes session B4. Thank you very much.
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