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International Forum

Moderator:
Yung-mau CHAO (4} -\ 7¥)
Professor Emeritus of Dept. of Political Sciences, National Taiwan University

Keynote Speakers:

Sunny-wei WANG (3 = =)

President of Taiwan Councilors Forum

Yoshiaki Matsuda (> 9 2 %)

Chairman of Japanese Local Councilors Alliance (JLCA), JAPAN

Danilo Dayanghirang

National Chairman of Philippine Councilors League (PCL), PHILIPPINES

Nirunde Praditkul

The Second Vice-Chairman of Bangkok Metropolitan Council (BMC), THAILAND
Alan T. Marbou

Speaker of 11th Koror State Legislature, PALAU

Siliga Atiake Kofe

Chief of House of Clan of Funafuti, TUVALU

Kennedy Nunes

President of Unido Nacional dos Legisladores e Legislativos Estaduais (UNALE),
BRAZIL

Speech Topic:

Open Era and Local Revitalization

Moderator Yung-mau CHAO (&} A 75),:

First, let’s invite the President of Taiwan Councilors Forum, Sunny-wei Wang to give

us a speech. Welcome.

TCF President Sunny-wei Wang (1 = ~):

Thank you, Professor Chao. Thank you, Honorary President Lin and all the

representatives from around the world. Now, allow me to give you a presentation on

“Open Era and Local Revitalization.”

Speaking of local revitalization, we have to mention our friends from Japan, because

“local revitalization” or “placemaking” is a term that originated from Japan. It’s all

about connecting products with people, with land. Ultimately, it’s all about solving
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the brain drain problem in rural areas, and we want to reduce the overconcentration

of populations in metropolitan areas.

Take Tokyo for example. As everyone knows, as of now, the residential area or the
floor area ratio (FAR) in Tokyo is 3 times that of Taipei. FAR is 225 in Taipei, whereas
it’s 900 in terms of floor area ratio. And now, there’s a project with a floor area ratio
of 1300. So, on one unit of land, you are going to have at least 13 floors. This is the
problem of overconcentration and we need to change that.

In 2014, Japan passed the act for
placemaking, as well as relevant measures,
and they started the efforts in earnest in
2015. In Taiwan, we started looking into
this issue back in August 2018, and now
this year, 2019, is year one for local
| revitalization in Taiwan. The central
%%ig’ﬂg'«‘§'§g§g5;#@_::;%‘:‘:249;;!5:2&: y | government earmarked a lot of budget for

AT
ZiRHRR

this program, and local governments will

play the role of implementers.

Our goal is to lure people back to their
hometown. We’d like to revitalize rural
TCF President communities. To do that, we need to rely

Sunny-wei Wang e on young people and corporations. We
need to appeal to CSR. We also need to

consider social ROI, social return on investment. As a councilor of New Taipei City, |
would like to use New Taipei City as an example. Here, you see districts with the
highest population. We have 77% of our population residing on only 16% of our land.
Once again, 77% of our population live on 16% of the land area in New Taipei City.
Again, we have a problem of overconcentration. In our placemaking team, we have
members from different government agencies and different disciplines.

Now, Taipei City has several districts. This is after a reorganization a few years ago. So
now, we have districts under New Taipei City instead of townships, and this has freed
up our organization. And we are now thinking of New Taipei City as a traditional ink
painting, Chinese ink painting. We want people to concentrate in the right areas.
Back to our placemaking effort, we are a team is multidisciplinary. We tried to

encourage local development.
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Here are some photos of our efforts and our team members. In the middle, that’s our
mayor, Mayor Ho of New Taipei City. He is leading the effort. We also have local
revitalization service center. This is the new topic of the day. We want to encourage
people to move to areas of low density. Right now, all of our public kindergartens
would offer organic vegetables for school children, and this is a project led by our
Department of Agriculture. With a higher demand for organic produce, we are able

to lure people back to rural areas.

And here, | would like to give you some examples of our placemaking projects. For
example, in Jinshan, Pinglin, Shiding, these are different districts of New Taipei City.
We used different projects to encourage people to move back to these low-density
areas. It could be organic agriculture. It could be other industries. These are all
popular options.

We have community planners. We also encourage young people to get involved in
community building. Our projects are not only focused on low density areas. In our
high-density areas. We also try to promote business development. For example,
shopping districts in Bangiao. We also have Christmas campaigns in Bangiao. These
are some of the efforts to create business in different districts in New Taipei City

rather.

Now, this slide lists the different projects that are ongoing in different places in New
Taipei City. For example, Shiding. The project is called Firefly Bookstore. The project,

as the name suggests, have everything to do with preserving the habitat of fireflies.

In Pinglin, Project No.2 is for yam. Our yam is called golden yam. It’s golden yam.
Number 3, sweet potatoes. In Sanxia, we have organic tea farms. There’s also the
CAN community. In Jinshan, we have herbal gardens, and Wang Yu-ting, the founder
of that, was recognized by our mayor. There’s also another garden for sweet potatoes
in Gongliao. The project is about produce. And then, there are other projects in
Pingxi, Sanxia. | won’t go into detail here. These are some of the successful examples
of our placemaking projects. What we can help is provide subsidies for agricultural

tools and materials. We also provide training.

But the most important element lies with distribution. With placemaking, with local
produce, what we lack is not technology or technique. What we lack, in most cases,
is effective distribution channels, and that is why with New Taipei City government’s
effort, we focus on retail channels. This is the organic program that | talked about

earlier. Right now, in New Taipei City, all of our public schools would have at least one
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meal per week that uses all organic ingredients. Now in our public kindergartens, it’s
5 lunches per week. With this organic program, we have increased demand for
organic ingredient. We have also set up a platform to provide matchmaking for
organic farmers and potential buyers. And this is CAN Culture. CAN stands for Culture,
Art and Nature. This is a project in Sanxia. This project was recognized by Global

Views magazine of Taiwan. This is Firefly Bookstore.

As | mentioned earlier, this is in Shiding. This Firefly Bookstore is supported by
mothers, young people, organic farmers, as well as a local diner. It covers different
aspects of living in a rural area. This is a very comprehensive placemaking effort, and
that’s why the leader, Chia-hao, was recognized and he was awarded 2019 Rural
Village Pioneer Award. These are some of the photos associated with his project.

And this is in Pinglin. This is about tea industry development. A group of young
people, they went back to their hometown Pinglin and they came up with a natural
farming method for tea planting. Okay, so that was a brief introduction to some of

our efforts in terms of open era and local revitalization in New Taipei City. Thank you.
Moderator Yung-mau CHAO (&} & 75),:

Thank you very much, Mr. Wang. Now, we go forward to the American delegation
from the Brazil, President Kennedy Nunes. Welcome, Kennedy Nunes. Yeah, go

forward to your speech. Welcome President Nunes.
UNALE President Kennedy Nunes:

On behalf of Brazil, we would like to thank the organizer for inviting us. Before | start
my remark, I'd like to thank the 4th Asian Councils Forum for organizing such a

successful event.

Regarding open government,
I'm going to share some
experience in Brazil. We can
trace all the way back to the
16" century, the Freedom of
Press Act in 1766. Recently,
the Brazilian government
has participated in the Open
Government Declaration in

2009. | personally published
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a more theoretical paper, talking on open government. | understand that in this kind
of presentation, there are some rules to follow, so | won’t be too emotional, but I'm
still going to talk from the bottom of my heart.

In Brazil, we are experiencing an epidemic. It’s affecting more people than
cardiovascular diseases. It’s also affecting more people than accidents or injuries. It’s
psychological issues, such as depression. In Brazil, on the average, every 40 minutes,
we have someone committing suicide. So every day, we have over 14 million young
people committing self-harm. And the younger generation, they are depressed and
we have seen young people swallowing razor blades and needles, injuring their
internal organs. And on average, every 19 minutes, a woman is killed because her

male companion regards her as his property.

The Brazilian government understands these problems and we are promoting open
government. The citizens can access the help from government of different levels
more easily now. The Brazilian government has commissioned the UNALE to
formulate a national program to tackle these issues. So we’ve organized 5 regional
conferences and seminars, and we listened to over 170 proposals, ideas and
suggestions and we formulated an action plan guideline. So this marked the first time
the government is facing such a great number of death by non-natural causes, just as
we’ve heard from New Taipei City, President Wang mentioned the organic school
lunch.

So with aged society and overconcentration of population in cities, I'm certain that
representatives from other countries will also mention their urban issues and the

functionalities of their cities.

And we flew all the way here from Brazil because we want to share with you our
concerns for these issues. And I’'m here to share with you our issues in the Americas.
We care for our people. We care for their health. You can’t see if a person, you can’t
tell if a person is depressed by just looking at them and if | have a cast on my leg,
people can tell that | have an injury. However, mental diseases cannot be observed
from the outside. So, psychological issues and mental issues is affecting the world, in
Brazil, and mostly when it’s affecting children and young people. So we need to really
include these issues in our discussion so we can reach out to those people affected
by depression so that they know they have people around them to support them.
And in Brazil, the local councils, we try to listen to the people’s needs. We try to

understand their problems and we understand that this is a right thing to do because
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we are taking care of lives, human lives. We are taking care of our people.

This year, we had an annual conference. It’s at the hometown of our next president.
It’s in Bahia, in the north eastern Brazil and our next president is Madam Ivana. And
the theme of our conference this year, Humanist Lawmaking in the New Era, because
through open government policy, we realized that laws and regulations, they do not
feel, they cannot feel the pain, they do not feel hunger. But laws and regulations,
they must exist. We must formulate laws and regulations with no hatred and bias.
When we are formulating laws and regulations, we must have people in our mind,
not just ourselves, but think about the people. And in Brazil, we formulate our laws
with our people in our mind. We flew 40 hours to be here to convey this very
important spirit or message to all of you. | would like you to take that message back

to your countries.

As we talked about, this is similar to organic farming, organic ingredients. It’s all
about putting people’s welfare at heart. What we need to do is care more about
young people. These days, young people interact with people from far away using
mobile phones. On the other hand, they may not be interacting with people around
them. According to a study by Harvard University, a hug that lasts for 40 seconds can
reduce people’s pain. Sadly, we are gradually losing the ability to show care to people.

| think this is something worth thinking about. Let’s give each other hugs more often.

In addition, | would like to take this opportunity to invite our friends from around the
world, please come to Brazil in November 2020 to participate in our annual congress.
We would like to see all of you there. In addition to the congress, we will also discuss
how to make governments more people-centered. | would like to thank you for your
kind attention. Once again, | look forward to having more engaging discussions with

all of you. Thank you.
Moderator Yung-mau CHAO (&} & 7¥):

Thank you Mr. Kennedy Nunes. President Kennedy Nunes would be a new leader
next year for the Pan-America Local Council Cooperation. Congratulations. And now,
also we are very thankful for President Kennedy Nunes, who talked about some very
special medical cases. It’s very touching. Thank you very much. And now, we go
forward to Asian delegation. The first one is the Chairman of Japanese Local Council
Alliance, Yoshiaki Matsuda Sensei. We’d like to invite Matsuda sensei to have a

speech.
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JLCA Chairman Yoshiaki Matsuda:

Distinguished guests, ladies
The 4" Asian Councils

SENE Eaith 75 % 5 int and gentlemen, | would like
SoreE PR A A 5 TaRenane to congratulate on the 4t

ACF. First of all, | would like
to thank President Wang of
TCF and Honorary President
Lin, as well as Professor Chao.
Thank you very much for
your organizing efforts.

JLCA, JAPAN

As introduced, | am the
president of JLCA. My name is Matsuda. Our organization is composed of 1800
councilors. We tried to solve local issues by working together. Right now, Japan is
experiencing a very low birth rate. Our population is decreasing. Given that, against
this backdrop, many local governments cannot maintain their normal operations. We
also see problems with our teenagers, and a lot of problems are occurring in Tokyo.
Against this backdrop, how can we solve these problems? How can we bring vitality
back to local areas? How do we maintain the vitality of townships? | think that

responsibility lies with us, city councilors or local councilors.

In 2018, we marked the 10" anniversary of our organization. That was also the year
when we hosted the 3rd Asian Councils Forum. Last year, the forum was hosted in
Japan. We had 70+ members from 8 countries. Prime Minister Abe also attended the
forum and many of you are also here today. And here, | would like to thank you for

your support for our event last year in Japan.

In our discussions last year, we talked about disaster relief, disaster prevention,
especially since we see more and more frequent natural disasters, we need to do a
better job in terms of disaster prevention and disaster relief. Now, a few years ago,
when we had the Tohoku Earthquake, we received a lot of assistance from
neighboring countries, especially Taiwan. Here, | would like to thank you for helping
with our rebuilding efforts. These issues require our joint effort. We, Asian countries,
need to work together to fight against natural disasters. We also need to consider

security for across Asia. These are all important issues that require joint effort.

When | visited Taiwan, | receive warm welcome from Taiwanese friends, for example,

President Lee Teng-hui received me, former president of Taiwan, also Tsai Kun-hui,
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who passed away last year, also supported me. And Mr. Kosekai, former
representative of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative office in Japan,
also talked about the spirit of Japan with me. | think this is something we need to
promote. | want to say, | was able to learn about the Japanese spirit from these

friends, and I've been very much encouraged.

I’'ve also noted the democracy movement in Hong Kong. | want to support democracy
in Hong Kong and | would like to show my support for it. Later today, my colleague
will give you more information about what we do in our organization and you will

hear from Mr. Takenobu.

And recently, we had a new emperor and now we are in a new era called “Reiwa”.
For us Japanese, with a new era, we want to have a new start. We want to create a
new Japan, a Japan that everybody can be proud of, a Japan where people enjoy
better welfare. With that, we would like to maintain good relationships with our
neighbors and with every country around the world. Now, to realize that vision, we,
at local governments and local councils, also have to do our part. We need to
revitalize our local townships. This is how we can build a brighter future for our

country, for Asia and for the world. Let’s work together towards this goal.

Next year in 2020, starting from July, we are going to host Olympics and Paralympics.
It’s going to be the second time that Japan is hosting Olympic games. Today, we also
have many representatives from Tokyo. | would encourage you to come and visit us
in Tokyo and see some of the Olympic games. Please come to Japan next year and

you will see progress in Japan.

Today, our forum is going to cover a lot of topics. Here, | would like to thank the
organizers for organizing such a meaningful event where we can have very

meaningful dialogue. Thank you very much for your kind attention.
Moderator Yung-mau CHAO (&} A 75),:

Thank you, Chairman. Japan Local Councilors Alliance has been established for 10
years and they made a lot of efforts to local revitalization. | respect them a lot. Now,

we go forward to Danilo Dayanghirang, Chairman of the Philippine Councilor League.

PCL Chairman Danilo Dayanghirang:
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Thank you very much,
honored guests. Before that,
| would like to introduce my
companion from the
Philippines. We are 37
delegates from Philippine
Councilors League out of
1700 councilors nationwide,

coming from 1420 cities and

L, THE PHILIPPINES

municipalities. They’re here.
Let’s give them a big applause. We work together and our president is with us. I'm
the Chairman of the board. Honorable Tata Sala. We have also here former president,

Maybelyn Fernandez and her husband, Michael.

My report today would be, the result would be the Philippines strong performance
with economy partners and on the local revitalization.

The strong performance of the Philippines’ economy has performed strongly for the
past years, illustrated by rapid growth, brought about by the leadership. The GDP
went up to 6.5. The inflation went down and the unemployment rate of the
population went down also, and the public death went down also. So, all of this are
result of a good leadership of our president. We are becoming emerging market
economies in 2019 with neighboring countries in Asia. The Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partner. We have Regional Economic Comprehensive Economic Partnership
with the 10 members of ASEAN countries, like Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. The Philippines is also a
member of FTA partners, like China, Japan, India, Korea, Australia, New Zealand. The
Regional Comprehensive Partnership will be the world’s largest economic block in

the world, covering nearly half of the global economy.

And according to the estimates, the gross domestic product of RCEP members is
likely the amount 250 trillion dollars by 2050, or a quarter of a quadrillion dollars
with the combined GDP of China and India, making up more than 75% of the amount
of RCEP. The RCEP organization was formally launched in November 2012 in ASEAN
Economic in Cambodia, and the Philippines and take a part of this historical
economic partnership. The ASEAN regional free trade agreement with Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partners including the Trans-Pacific Partnership, where

Philippines is part of it, aiming a breakthrough in talks over the world’s largest trade
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deal to help throw off the torpor which has gripped the global economy since
U.S.-China tariff war begun. The 10 members of ASEAN opened its annual summit in
Bangkok, Thailand, hoping to secure China-backed free trade pact of 3-day event,
which knits together half the world’s population and growth of 40% of its commerce.
Southeastern Asian countries are committed to sign, in signing a mega Asia Pacific
trade (pact) in 2020 that would form a major trading bloc covering a third of the
world’s gross domestic product. Our investment went up in 2019 to 49.6 billion pesos,
brought about by this alliance with other countries. And for tax reform under the
new leadership, we put more money on the Build Build Program, mandatory
infrastructure. It supports facilities for public schools, potable drinking water in all
the public spaces, which is 17% of all of our budget, 19% just to sustain the ongoing
education program, health and among others. Infrastructure project in the
Philippines in 2017 to 2022 comprises of 64% of our budget. But the key factor here
for the success of all these programs would be depending on the 8 attributes under
the politic literacy. One is anti-corruption. Dynamism among the players, economic
stability, entrepreneurship, favorable tax environment for the investors, continued
and sustained expanded innovation on economic policy, a skilled labor force,

technological expertise.

We have also our strength of it. The Filipinos has still a young and working workforce,
excellent inclusive growth momentum. We are trying to expand middle class in our
population. Politically stable environment is strong and popular leadership, fiscal
discipline, the use of public funds, the stable mandatory policy, membership in
ASEAN, achievable infrastructure program, and a very strong anti-corruption drive

under the leadership, improve right revenue collection.

The president is from our hometown, the place of the city of Davao. Davao investors
were all revitalized to do business in the Philippines. Davao, locally, is the “Dorian

I”

Capital” of the Philippines, like the same with Thailand. It has an engine of growth for
infrastructure industry, a restate heaven, a contributor to central rule in the region.
Private sectors like agriculture, tourism, business parks and among others. We have
also big-ticket for infrastructure project. Coastal road along the coastal lines, airports,
mass transport modernization project, including the linkages to ASEAN countries. We
have also food terminals to provide facilities for agriculture development, connecting
to ASEAN and other part of the world. On investment, presently exporting in
production of packaging products, like cacao beans export, restate and among

others.
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Build Program is also number one in our program to revitalize local government,
infrastructure development, ports, allegations and power. Big bridges were
connected from one island to the other. If you look at the Philippines, it has 7100
islands. We have to connect ourselves to different areas in regions. Doing business in
local government units, we provided the tax incentives, like concise and
comprehensive information on the area of privately investment. Local government
investment, consultation polities with private sectors, public and private partnership,
avoidance of undue distortion of competition between or among enterprises

operating within its territorial jurisdiction. Free enterprise is, at all times, respected.

Deployment of qualified foreign personnel when necessary for the success of its
operation and enterprise for the technology transfer. And a clear-cut incentives
through local organizers to resolve all doubts in favor of the investors in order to
encourage industries to come. To revitalize local development program, we are
providing tax incentives. For example, business tax are exempted to pay for 3 years. If
you are a new investors in the city, you're exempted to pay business tax for 3 years.
You're also exempted to pay real property tax. But this varies because the Republic of
the Philippines has different cities and municipalities. But as far as Davao City as a
model, where the president came from, President Duterte, we are giving tax
incentives to all investors to come. We have also preferred district for investment as
part of planning development program of the city. But | think the key here for our
success is when you provide exemption for business tax and real property tax. In
minimal, or if possible, no interference of local politician as far as the business

operation is concerned.

Once the law is created and approved, it becomes a law and it applies to everybody
without any free room to avoid corruption. The vision and the mission of my
presentation, as far as the city’s concerned, it should be very clear to everybody. And
we have our office that are taking care of this, which is the Davao City Investment
Promotion Center to assist, provide information and guidance to all investors coming
down to the city. Investors, at all times, must be given priority so that they can
generate employment for our local citizens. So here is some of the pictures in my

presentation.

In conclusion, the judicious thinking of decent and genuine political leaders in the
country, all gave the Philippines now trust and homely feel secure, created and
resulted the vibrant economy. Good governance and preferable business climate

with the people residing in the local government unit, the spirit of effective drive
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creates and results to progress, vibrant economy with a very laudable incentive
package, a spark of privatizing the local economic entrepreneur activities by the
government to increase economic security and financial stability to provide food,

clothing and housing to all our people.

The president, the daughter of the president said, (the mayor of the city), “My
mission is simple. | want our constituents to have a gainful employment, decent
housing, educated and healthy children, and able to eat 3 meals a day and be safe
and secured in their daily activities according to Mayor Sara Duterte. The president,
the father said, | do not care if | burn in hell, for as long as the people | serve live in
paradise.

Thank you very much. This is our report.
Moderator Yung-mau CHAO (&} & 75),:

Thank you very much, Chairman Danilo. According to his experience from his
hometown Davao City, he has given us a speech about the investment environment
and the business development there. Though the Philippine delegation is quiet now,
yesterday they brought us a very crazy and fun evening, especially from the former

Chairman Maybelyn, who led the dance and singing. Thank you very much.

And now, we go forward to the Leader of Thailand delegation, Second Vice Chairman
Nirunde Praditkul.

BMC Second Vice President Nirunde Praditkul:

Thank you so much. First of all, | suggest my delegation from Thailand, 10 of us over
there and the officers rise. 13 number is a lucky number. Honorary President
Chin-chang Lin, President Sunny-wei Wang, distinguished guests and ladies and
gentlemen, today I'm very pleased and honored to attend the 4™ Asian Council
Forum (ACF).

Under the theme of open

e
The 4" Asian Councils Forum ““ e .
| era and local revitalization

SE0UfE g8 b 75 R -
Soron R AME &5 HReRunvn¥a hosted by the Taiwan
Councilors  Forum  (TCF),
which provides a platform
for foreign countries to share

their local governance

BMC, THAILAND
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insights. The theme of open era and local revitalization that you raise is most
important issue nowadays. The local government of Thailand is adopted in every
province and consists of 7852 municipalities; Some of municipalities govern the small
land territory. Meanwhile, some of them have quite large boundary, such as
Chiangmai and Phuket. All municipalities establish according to law. Administrative
Organizations of local government are divided into 7850 of municipalities. Special

local government is established in 2 significant localities.

First, Bangkok, called Bangkok Metropolitan Administration —BMA (Krung Thep
Maha Nakhon) according to Bangkok Metropolis Administration Organization Act
(1985). The second, Pattaya, called Pattaya City (Mueang Phatthaya; literally “Pattaya
Town”) pursuant to the Pattaya City Administrative Organization Act (1999). Bangkok
is the capital city and administrative center of Thailand. The administrative
regulations for Bangkok Metropolitan Act 20, 19, sorry, 1985 was promulgated on
October 31%, 1985, aiming to enhance the efficiency of the administration of
Bangkok Metropolitan. With this new act, the city administration becomes more
dynamic and appropriate; be able to rapidly and effectively meet the needs of
Bangkok residents; and comply with principles of local administration specified by
the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand. The Constitution stipulates that the
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration comprises Metropolitan Council and Governor
of Bangkok. Bangkok Metropolitan Administration has its own budgets and politically
funded by the central government. The advantage of local administration is that
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and Council are close to the Bangkok people,

knowing their obstacles and needs as an idiom “A sound mind in a sound body.”

During 27 to 28, February 2018, Bangkok Metropolitan Council hosted the first
ASEAN Council Meeting, ACCM. The participants include representatives from
councils and city administrators from the capital of ASEAN countries. Member of the
Bangkok Metropolitan Council and Bangkok administrators were invited join the
conference. ASEAN City Council Meeting in 2018 was arranged to support
relationship building among city councils of ASEAN. The councils of the capital of 9
countries were invited to come and exchange for opinions on various subjects based
on the ASEAN framework related to legislation bodies of capital city councils. The
main topic for the meeting was “ASEAN City Council Cooperation for Sustainable
Development” and “Strengthening Capacity Building of Local Legislative Branch
towards the Sustainable Development” with an aim to promote legislative

correlation between Bangkok Metropolitan Council and local councils of ASEAN
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countries.

This is in order to support the changes each country is going through in becoming a
member of ASEAN. As a result, Bangkok will become a great city in Asia in the future.
Bangkok Metropolitan Council is very pleased to continue the success of the ACCM
meeting. I'm looking forward to hosting the next meeting.

Excellencies and distinguished guests, | am pleased to meet all of you here at the 4th

Asian Council Forum. Thank you for your kind attention.
Moderator Yung-mau CHAO (& & 75),:

Thank you, Vice President Nirunde. A very remarkable speech, especially on the
above-mentioned ASEAN City Council Meeting 2018 and the ASEAN City Council
Cooperation for the development of sustainable issues. Thank you very much. And
now, we go to the Head Chief of Funafuti. The Head Chief is Siliga Atiake Kofe. :

Funafuti Head Chief Siliga Atiake Kofe:

Thank you, the Chairman, the president of the Asian Council Forum, 8 delegations

from countries, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen.

I will make my speech on the open era and the local revitalization. The achievement
of Political Independence in October 1978 marked the beginning of the open era in
Tuvalu. The country finally had the legal and political power to decide its own destiny.
However, it was still in to develop the institutions and apparatus to execute its
governance decisions and policies. It relied and continued to rely on its development
partners in the world for assistance in developing its capacity for sustainable

development.

This brief talk will focus on

Funafuti Head Chief
Siliga Atiake Kofe the efforts made to
(Tuvalu)

strengthen governance
services by the House of
Chiefs (Falekaupule) on
Funafuti Island, which is

the capital of Tuvalu.

It’s situated on this island.
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After independence, the local government of the 8 island governments continued to
operate under the local government ordinance 1964, which is based on and similar
to the local government law in England at that time. Foremost, at that time, was the
wish of the 8 islands of Tuvalu and the House of Chiefs to revive cultural governance,
which is the traditional way of government in the islands. In 1997, 19 years after
independence, a new law called the Falekaupule Act of 1997 was passed, fulfilling
this wish. Now, while this law was welcomed and considered a big step forward, it
was still not fully cultural because the Kaupule, which is the executive arm of the
House of Chiefs, continued to be selected under the universal suffrage method. The
contrast with the way the members of the House of Chiefs are selected and
appointed, Chiefs are selected by their extended family from the unit, which is called
the “kaitasi”, meaning eating together. Chiefs, that’s the way they’re selected. When
kaitasi selection is submitted to the House of Chief, they are appointed at that point
in time. The 2 different method of selecting the members of the 2 bodies mean that
the executive arm of the House of Chief can refute with impunity the decisions and
resolution of the House of Chiefs. Now, this anomaly was corrected this year with an
amendment to the Falekaupule Act 1997, which was moved by the members of
parliament from my island. This gives the House of Chief direct control over its
executive, ensuring that there is a continuation, a continuous and unbroken line of

command and accountability in the cultural governance system.

National constitution was recently reviewed and will be considered by parliament in
its 4th coming session. Major intent of the review is to bring the business of
government nearer and closer to the people. The localization process that started
some 40 years ago is still continuing and may finally have come to the overwhelming,
come to the localization of the Westminister model itself, replacing it with the
Falekaupule model. This was preferred by an overwhelming majority of people
during several months of touring the country by the constitutional review committee.
Many constitutional amendments are proposed for the adoption of Tuvalu values
and practices in a number of areas in the life of Tuvalu institutions and community
life.

The House of Leaders has a five-year work program called the Funafuti Island
Strategic Plan. This is implemented by its executive body (Kaupule), whose 6 Board
members are appointed by the House of Leaders. The ISP, the Island Strategic Plan,
sets out the 5-year work program that the House of Leaders has approved and

includes welfare, education, health and community management and support also
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form a big part of the ISP, the Island Strategic Plan. Because the island government
still operates like a bureaucracy with roles for public accountability and social
progress, the House of Leaders has agreed to set up a commercial company, the
Funafuti Holding Company, whose shareholders are the 54 chiefs in the House of
Chiefs. The company is a legal person, incorporated under the company law and so
will be run according to the company law. It reports, of course, to the House of
Leaders, but operating on the profit-maximization principles and under its own board
of commercially minded people. It should be able to turn a profit quickly compared

to operating directly under the executive of the House of Chiefs.

At the present time, a number of Kaupule project including the Funafuti House in
Authority, Construction Aggregate Project, Piggery and Biogas Project, Gardening
Project, Local Produce Import Project (import from out islands, the local produce)
and other small community businesses are being transferred to the Funafuti Holding
Company. One big project is the Funafala Lagoon Island Project. It’s currently in its
design and fund-seeking stage. The Funafala Lagoon Island Project aims to reclaim 5
square kilometers of land from a smaller lagoon to the south side and joining the
bigger lagoon on Funafuti Island. This is an option against the Climate Change
phenomenon and the inevitable sea level rise that follows and threatens to put all
the islands of Tuvalu under water. The government of Tuvalu does not favor the
evacuation option for when the sea level rises to wash over the islands, which are no
more than 2 meters above the sea level at the moment. The cost of evacuation and
relocation of the entire population of Tuvalu to another location as environment
refugees is considered to be higher than staying in Tuvalu and fight the sea level rise.
We stand to lose our culture, language and identity as Tuvaluans if we are moved to
another country. We also stand to lose our 200 miles exclusive economic zone, which
is like 900 square kilometers of sea, and with it, the economic, financial and social
benefits that accrue from it now and in the future. We consider it the worthwhile to
stay and fight sea level rise, which according to the United Nations, would rise by as

much as 2 meters in the future.

The Funafala Lagoon Island Project is to be a sanctuary for Tuvaluans when the sea
level rises to unsafe levels. It will be 5 square kilometers of land, which is equivalent
to 20% of the country’s existing land mass. At 10 meters high, it should provide a safe
sanctuary for Tuvalu’s 11 thousand people. The additional land would enlarge our
economic options, which include development in agriculture, fish processing for

export and tourism. We are saving as much money as we can to pay for the
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construction of this lagoon island that is estimated will cost around 200 million US
dollars. We also seek assistance from overseas government, non-government

organizations and friends for this life-saving project.

The Government of Tuvalu supports the project and has already started to request
foreign governments, including Japan, for support for this project. Local governments
are revitalized by investing in the development and the delivery of quality service,
services to the people at prices they can afford. This is good governance and it is the
ultimate purpose of why we work in local governance. Thank you.

Moderator Yung-mau CHAO (4} & 75),:

Thank you, Head Chief Kofe. This is very precious experience. Tuvalu’s experience on
local revitalization is very special, including government service and the local
well-being issue, even exclusive economic zone. Thank you very much, Head Chief
Kofe. Finally, we will end our session with the experience from Palau, the Speaker of
Koror State Legislature, Alan Marbou.

Koror Speaker Alan Marbou:

Well, before | begin, | would like to send my humble acknowledgment and special
encouragement for Mayor of Taipei City for welcoming us and the leadership of
Taipei, Taiwan for welcoming us to your beautiful country, Mr. President. My name is
Alan Marbou. | am speaker of the legislature of the state of Koror in the Republic of
Palau. Koror has about 12 thousand residents, more than half of the population of
the entire Republic of Palau. The state government is the only substantial unit of
government and Koror state government provides a broad range of vital service to
the state citizens. It is an honor to be here today with participants from so many of
Koror’s international friends. For those who have not had the opportunity to visit
Koror, first, | hope you have the opportunity to visit and see all of our beautiful,

natural and cultural wonders.

Second, if you walk through the state of Koror, you will see many projects built with
grants and loans from Koror’s international friends, and for these, | thank you.
Everything that we’ve achieved in Koror were achieved with the help of our friends
and partners. In Koror, our legislature is composed of 17 part-time legislators, elected
every 4 years. 12 of these legislators are democratically elected from relatively small
district called hamlets, where the other 5 are elected at-large. | want to talk to you a

little bit about how the system helps to promote the “open government”.
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In  Koror, almost every
person knows their hamlet
legislator. Most often, this is
a person who lives down
the street, or in the same
neighborhood. It is key to
our system of government
that these individuals are
accountable to their

constituents. If there is a

problem in the neighborhood, it is first and foremost the responsibility of these
legislators to make the executive branch aware of the problems, and coordinate their
response from the people, from the proper government departments. If there is a
development plan or construction project proposed that will impact the residents of
a neighborhood, it is the responsibility of their hamlet legislator first to make those
residents aware, to coordinate their response and potentially to seek modifications

of the plan if requested by the residents.

The beauty of this system is that it allows for full public participation to civic life
without the drawbacks of direct democracy. Every Hamlet legislator is responsible to
each of their constituents and because hamlets are so small, everybody’s viewpoint
is important and respected. Every citizen can be confident that they are not ignored,
that even if they’re viewpoint is not accepted by the majority, it’s given that fair
consideration and not simply ignored. At the same time, the state elects five
legislators at-large. Each voter can vote for up to the 5 at-large candidates. These
elections are always highly competitive, often with more than a dozen candidates
seeking election. At-large legislators are called to take a slightly broader view than
hamlet legislators, and to consider the needs of the entire state. However, having
said that, the highly competitive nature of this elections means that even a small

number of votes can be important, and a result: every voice matters.

There are few aspects of Palau that help to make this system work as well as it does.
First, we do not currently have political parties in Palau. In theory, each new proposal
or bill is considered on its own merits. This system can be highly beneficial for the
municipal government. Everyone has the same simple goals and we simply seek for
the best solutions to accomplish those goals. In practice, of course, individual

legislators may lean toward solutions at one side of the political spectrum or the
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other, but the lack of parties prevents these leanings from hardening into permanent

bents.

Second, we have long memories. This means that every legislator remains
responsible, even after their term is over, for their action in office. 4 years is a long
term, and many legislators choose not to seek reelection, but the public remembers
who supported what. Trust me: you do not want your neighbors to remember that
you are that guy 10 years ago who approved the noisy nightclub or polluting
auto-repair shop in the neighborhood.

Third, with our long memories come long horizons. When Palauans think ahead, they
think far. | am proud to say that when the Koror legislature plans, it tries not to do
the one-year horizon, or a 10-year horizon, but with a perpetual future in mind. Our
people want to know that Koror will still be a great place to live for their great-great

grandchildren as it is for them.

Thank you again for the opportunity to come and join you all here, both to present
on behalf of Palau and more importantly, to learn from all of you. It is my hope to
carry the wishes, the wisdom | gain here back across the ocean as another gift from
Palau’s international friends, and to use it to improve the lives of our citizens. Thank
you.

Moderator Yung-mau CHAO (3} & 75),:

Thank you very much, Speaker Marbou. He offered a very special experience from
Palau, especially in the Koror State Legislature. The direct democracy in Palau is very

special. Thank you very much.

Thank you, everybody, speaker and everybody’s participation. Thank you very much.
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Working further to create “a country to be proud of” with 1,800 local
legislators across Japan who gathered over the past ten years

In 2007, a public corporation Japan Post was launched and the Fukuda Cabinet
succeeded the first Abe Cabinet following the defeat of the ruling party in the Upper
House election. In October that year, the Japan Conference of Local Councilors was
established with an aim to create a country that we can be proud of. (Mr. Arinobu
Nomura, member of the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly, served as the first president).

This year marks the 11th anniversary.

The Alliance, which has over 1,800 local legislators at all levels as members, is
conducting various activities through local assemblies in concert with national
movements throughout the country.The Alliance is addressing issues directly
connected to local autonomy, including local suffrage for foreign residents, education,
especially the text book controversy, and gender equality focusing on use of separate
surnames by married couples. On the other hand, regarding the national
government’s issues such as the amendment to the Fundamental Law of Education
and the Constitution, the Alliance is also playing a leading role in local assemblies’

decision making.

The Alliance members have been vigorously working on territorial disputes, too,
making observation visits to the islands of Tsushima, Ishigaki and Yonaguni. We have
also conducted exchange activities with foreign counterparts through visiting Taiwan
five times for training and Hong Kong for observation. Especially when we visited
Taiwan, we had precious opportunities to directly meet with His Excellency Mr. Lee
Teng-hui, former ROC president, Mr. Cai Kun Can, who passed away last year, and Mr.
Koh Se-kai, former representative of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office in Japan (equivalent to ambassador). We were able to learn “Japanese spirit”

from them and very much encouraged.

In 2018, the year to celebrate our 10th anniversary, we co-organized the Third Asian
Councils Forum in Japan, inviting local councilors from Asian countries to Tokyo. We
wish to engage in activities like regional vitalization and disaster prevention under
the theme of “co-existence of Asia”, which will lead to contribution to national

security, in cooperation with local governments of various countries.

In conclusion, this year is a key year for the constitutional amendment. | am
determined to achieve this goal together with many more like-minded people across
the nation, and take the opportunity to work further to create a country that we can

truly be proud of.
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At the end of my presentation, the following facts will leave trails
on how the Philippinesis doing under President Rodrigo R. Duterte:

«+ The Philippines ‘ Strong Performance today with Economic Partners

<+ The Duterte Effect Is REAL until NOW!

« Importance of a tainable tor-friendly ordi

for long-term economic effect
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growth, develop t and success the Philippine-way
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Councilors League (PCL)

Strong performance

The Philippines’' economy has performed strongly
over the years, illustrated by rapid growth and
lower unemployment rates.

(GDP Growth, inflation, and the unemployment rate are in percent, and public debt

in percent of GDP)
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Sources: Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas.
Note: Inflation averages are based on the series using 2012 as a base year.
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EMERGING MARKET ECONOMIES IN 2019
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REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP

. The Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP)is a proposed free trade
agreement (FTA) between the ten member states of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam) and its six
FTA partners (China, Japan, India, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand).

economy According to estimates by PwC, the Gross Domestic Product (GDP,
PPP) of RCEP member states is likely to amount to nearg $250 trllllon by 050,
or a quarter of a quadrillion dollars, with the combined G hina and India
making up more than 75% of the amount. RCEP's share of the Iobal economy
could account for half of the estimated $0.5 quadrillion global % GDP, PPP) by

. RCEP will be the world's largest economic bloc covenn nearly half of the ilobal

launched in November 2012 at the ASEAN

. RCEP_negotiations were formall
¥1|I|ppines is an integral part of this historical

Summit in Cambodia. And, the P
economic partnership.

6

40

ASEAN's Regional Free Trade Agreements

Trans-Pacific
Partnership
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Latest RCEP U pdates Total Approved Foreign Investments for the
Second Quarter: 2018 and 2019
from the 60.0
th i
35" ASEAN Summit 49.6
§50.0 === -
in Thailand
«» 40.0 e
2
*  Aiming for a breakthrough in talks over the world's largest trade deal to help throw off the 8 30.9
torpor which has gripped the global economy since the US-China tariff war began; = 30.0
s X
*  The 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) opened its annual summit %
in Bangkok hoping to secure a China-backed free-trade pact at the three-day event, which =
knits together half the world's population and around 40 percent of its commerce. = 20.0 |-/ - ——— S
+ China sees RCEP as an important piece in the greater economic integration of East Asia
under its influence. 10.0
*  Southeast Asian countries are committed to signing a mega Asia Pacific trade pact in
2020 that would form a major trading bloc covering a third of the world’s gross .
domestic product
: Q22018 Q22019
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Government
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Education
Heath
Targeted nutrition
Anti-hunger programs
Social protection
Social welfare and benefits program Build, build, build program
Employment Military infrastructure
Housing Sports facilities for public schools
Sugarcane Industry Development Act Potable drinking water in all public spaces

‘ Infrastructure Projects inthe PIH{}-%\%
, T

11

INVESTMENT ADVANTAGE OF THE
PHILIPPINES

- A Top Reasons for the
8 Country Attributes . 3
ountry Atiributes Philippines’ Ranking:

. Membership in ASEAN

. Achievable Infrastructure Program,
10. Strong Anti-Corruption Drive
11.improved Revenue Collection

President Duterte’s hometown is suddenly on the
radar of investors, who are all revitalized to reap
the dividends of doing busi in the Philippines’

Top Tier Busi Desti 1.

1. Anti-corruption 1. Young and Hardworking Workforce

2. Dynamism 2. Excellent Inclusive Growth Momentum =

3. Economic Stability 3. Expanding Middle Class .AV @
4. Entrepreneurship 4. Politically Stable Environment'

5. Favorable Tax Environment Z \:it;:;?;:z:;r;ularLeadersmp LIFE IS HERE
8. Innovation 7. Stable Monetary Policy

7. Skilled Labor Force 8

8 9

. Technological Expertise
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DAVAO CITY FAST FACTS

Q Durian Capital of the Philippines

O Engine of Growth for Infrastructure & Industry
O Real Estate Haven

O Key contributor/Central Role in Region XI

O Attractive destination for Business, Tourism and
Real Estate

a Priority Sectors: Agriculture, Tourism, Business
Parks/ Economic Zones, Health Care and Medical
Facilities

O Hottest spot in nation’s bright economic
prospects due to the city’s massive business
potential, impressive headroom for expansion,
and private investments economic expansion
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FOUR (4) OF THE BIG-TICKET INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS IN DAVAO CITY

COASTAL ROAD PROJECT

2021 Mindanao Logistics Infrastructure
il ing the i or

’ 2021 DAVAO CITY ‘

2022 Davao International
Airport Development Project

p of 2,567 kil of roads
across the Davao, CARAGA and Northern
Mindanao regions

Mindanao Logistics
Tnfrastrocture Network

MLIN Road

DAVAO CITY INVESTMENTS
IN THE PIPELINE

Exportation& Productionof  AVLB Asia Pacific 500M
Ci Inc.
Food National Dt i 230M Cacao Beans Export Kennemer Foods Interational 51.604M
Inc.,
Wastewater Collection Zero Waste and Cleanliness 1.148B o
and Treatment Facilities Oil Tanker-MT Chelsea PNX Chglsaa Shipping 508M
Dominance Corporation
LightRail TransitSystem Traversing the coastal cities as well 240B
as Davao del Norte and Davao del Real Estate DamosaLand Inc. 596.592M
S el Real Estate Grupo San PedroRealty Corp.  372.10M
Sta. Ana W ront C ialand leisure activity 12B
Development areas Real Estate Urbaneast Development Inc. 157.887TM
Davao City Sports With theme parks to boost the 600M Real Estate FTC Group of Companies 540.97M
Complex tourism industry Corp.
low-costhousingArezzo  Phinma Property Holdings 1.40B Box Plant for Exportindustry China —based Corporation
Place Davao Corporation
Exportiedi
Prestige Homes and Realty 624.86M < g b y
Development Corp Agriltiral Banana, Pineapple, Oil Palm
CamellaNorthpoint Communities Davao/180 Res. Units 167.37TM Companies
Animal Feed Plant Philippine Foremost Milling Corp. / 155.84M BPO
production cap of 62,400 MT per yr. T
BUILD BUILD BUILD PROGRAM Upgrading of the general |Asbang Small Reservoir

INFRA-PROJECTS IN THE DAVAO REGION

2021 First phase of the
Mindanao Railway Project,
consisting of the Tagum -Davao-
Digos Segment that will be 102
kilometers long with a design
speed of 160 kilometers per hour
. .y

Davao Expressway Project,
which involves the construction
of an approximately 60-
kilometer expressway from
Bukidnon-Davao National
Highway in Davao City to
Digos-Sultan Kudarat Road,
traversing the towns of Toril
and Santa Cruz

cargo berth and construction
of the back-up area of Davao
Sasa Port

Irrigation Project which involves
the construction of a reservoir
dam and irrigation systems in
Matanao, Davao del Sur
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Davao City Bypass Road, which is a
44 6-kilometer road with a 2.28-
kilometer tunnel that is expected to A

be completed by 2022. It will reduce {fvg“fm;fv‘fr'm"'l"“;e‘_’gotwﬁﬁ u‘tgg
travel time from Barangay J.P. Laurel using RORO or ferry operations

in Panabo City to Barangay Sirawan | only 2 and 5 minutes using the
in Davao City to only 49 minutes from  sajd link bridge.

‘the current 1 hour and 44 minutes
e s— J/
‘DAVAQ - SAMAL BRIDGE
PL19 Bilion

Davao- Samal Bridge, which will
link the city with the Island
Garden City of Samal. It will

DAVAO CITY BYPASS
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

0

‘Bwahe Mula sa Digos, Davao D¢ Sur
untang Pansbo o0l N

JRSR NG 2 oras, nga
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DOING BUSINESS IN DAVAO CITY: TAX

INCENTIVES PACKAGE

DAVAO CITY INVESTMENT INCENTIVE CODE OF 1994
AS AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 0350-12 SERIES OF 2012

1. Concise and comprehensive information on economic priorities and target
investment areas of the City Government;

2. Local government incentives;
3. Consultations on policies and ordinances affecting investments;
4. Unless the law provides, immunity on interference and modification of

arrangements after the investment project has been approved and accepted by
the City Government;

5. Avoidance of undue distortion of competition between or among enterprises
operating within its territorial jurisdiction, whether domestic or foreign when
granting any special exemptions of incentives

6. Deployment of qualified foreign personnel when necessary for the efficient
operation of the enterprise or for technology transfer; and,

7. Clear-cut incentives, ordinances to resolve all doubts in favor of the investors
in order to encourage investors; ceoee

21

TAX INCENTIVES PROVIDED TO REGISTERED ENTERPRISES

TAX INCENTIVES DESCRIPTION
New Projects On top of national i ives, an i under the
Code shall be FULLY EXEMPTED from the payment of:

T~ + BUSINESS TAX for a period of 3 YEARS starting from the date of the first
(3‘ 3) sales activity as evidenced by the first sales invoice or official receipt;
i + BUSINESS REAL PROPERTY TAX OF REAL PROPERTIES for a period

of 2YEARS
Expansion Projects EXEMPT fromthe payment of:
. TAX TS for a pt 3 YEARS starting from

January of the succeeding year (where assessmentincrements are solely
brought about by the expansion or diversification);

LOCAL FSCAL INCENTIVES

ONO)

BUSINESS REAL PROPERTY TAX OF REAL PROPERTIES fora period

of 2 YEARS
Investment Located EXEMPT fromthe payment of:
in Preferred Districts §
of: BUSINESS TAX for a period of 5 YEARS starting fromthe date ofthe first
1 & Calinan sales activity as evidenced by the first sales invoice or official receipt;
§' ::?;:‘I:; + BUSINESS REAL PROPERTY TAX OF REAL PROPERTIES fora period
4. Paquibato Of3YEARS

AV O i Davao City Investment

LIFE 18 HERE O ¢ Promotion Center

(DCIPC)
g

| 1 Updated and approved LGU Plans~ DILG

VISION A /-'I 1 Stctrekeading ol ecnanic natorson
To be the leading government agency in promoting " ' . g mm
sy ik bt simen e imvestment andincentv promoton
Friondly and

3, Local policies and ordinances consistent
with nationalinvestment policies

4, Streamlined transactional senvices

5, LGU Roadmap o attact investments
and generate employment

6. Active partnership with business sector |

1. Infratructureto basiclocal busineses

MISSION

As the prime marketing arm of the City Covernment of Davao, we aim to provide
the best professional services to help investors start their businesses
in Davao City the easiest way possible

MANDATE

To establish a favorable and stable policy on business climate which
will encourage and support private sector investments and
in the operation of businss actvites consistent
with the development needs of the cty

23

DAVAO CITY INVESTMENT PROMOTION
CENTER (DIPC) BOARD MEETINGS
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= Conclusion

Q The judicious putting of decent and genuine political leaders in the country whom
Filipinos now trust and whom they feel secure created /resulted to a vibrant
economy. Good governance and favorable business climate with Dabawenyo Spirit
effectively drive progress .

Q Vibrant economy with a very laudable incentive package by the government
provided for increased economic security and financial sustainability where
positive individual and social outcomes such as improved access to basic
necessities (food, clothing, housing) as well as access to the types of social are now
in the winning.

Q A vibrant economy therefore provides DIRECT ACCESS to:

* Economic opportunides;

= Tabor market for all members of society; and,

= Basic necessities, including safe and affordable housing, healthy food, education,
and social and recreational opportunities.

And all these attributes are present and alive in the
Duterte Government!
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My vision is simple.

| want our constituents

to have gainful employment,
decent housing, educated
and healthy children,

able to eat three meals

§ aday, and to be safe

and secured in their

daily activities.

Inday Sara Z. Duterte

T T

" do not care e
if i burn imhell 2

Ar

f .
or as long as nl
Py

the people
[serve live in |
d  paradise’
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Bangkok Metropolitan Council (BMC)

Speech of Mr. Nirunde Praditkul
Second-Vice Chairman of Bangkok Metropolitan Council
deliver in the session of the International Forum
The 4th Asian Councils Forum (ACF)

Saturday, 7 December 2019 at 11.10 hrs.

9F International Conference Hall of Taipei City Council

Honorary President Chin-Chang LIN, President Sunny-Wei WANG, Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, | am very pleased and honored to attend the 4th Asian Councils Forum
(ACF) under the theme of “Open Era & Local Revitalization” hosted by the Taiwan
Councilors Forum (TCF), which provides a platform for foreign councils to share their
local governance insights. The theme of “Open Era & Local Revitalization” that you
raise is the most important issue nowadays. The local government of Thailand is
adopted in every province and consists of 7,852 municipalities; some municipalities
govern the small territory meanwhile some of them have quite large boundary such
as Chiangmai and Phuket. All municipalities establish according to law. Administrative
Organizations of local government are divided into 7,850 municipalities. Special local
government is established in 2 significant localities :

1. Bangkok, called Bangkok Metropolitan Administration - BMA (Krung Thep
Maha Nakhon) according to the Bangkok Metropolis Administrative Organization Act,
BE 2528 (1985)

2. Pattaya, called Pattaya City (Mueang Pattaya; literally "Pattaya Town")
pursuant to the Pattaya City Administrative Organization Act, BE 2542 (1999).

Bangkok is the capital city and administrative center of Thailand. The
Administrative Regulations for Bangkok Metropolitan Act B.E. 2528 (1985) was
promulgated on August 31%, 1985 aiming to enhance the efficiency of the
administration of Bangkok Metropolis. With this new Act, the city administration
becomes more dynamic and appropriate; be able to rapidly and effectively meet the
need of Bangkok residents; and comply with principles of local administration
specified by the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand. The Constitution stipulates
that the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration comprises Bangkok Metropolitan

Council and Governor of Bangkok.

Bangkok Metropolitan Administration has its own budget and partially funded
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Bangkok Metropolitan Council (BMC)

by the central government. The advantage of local administration is that Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration and Council are close to the Bangkok people, knowing

their obstacles and needs as an idiom "A sound mind in a sound body".

During 27 - 28 February 2018, Bangkok Metropolitan Council hosted the 1st
ASEAN City Council Meeting (ACCM). The participants, which included
representatives from councils and city administrators from the capitals of ASEAN
countries, members of Bangkok Metropolitan Council, and Bangkok administrators,

were invited join the conference.

ASEAN City Council Meeting 2018 was arranged to support relationship building
among city councils of ASEAN. The councils of the capitals of 9 countries were invited
to come and exchange opinions on various subjects based on the ASEAN framework
related to legislation bodies of capital city councils. The main topic for the meeting
was “ASEAN City Council Cooperation for Sustainable Development” and
“Strengthening Capacity Building of Local Legislative Branch towards the Sustainable
Development” with an aim to promote legislative cooperation between Bangkok
Metropolitan Council and local councils of ASEAN countries. This is in order to
support the changes each country is going through in becoming a member of ASEAN.
As a result, Bangkok would become a great city in Asia in the future. Bangkok
Metropolitan Council is very pleased to continue the success of the ACCM meeting

and looking forward to hosting the next meeting.

Excellencies and distinguished guests, | am pleased to meet all of you here, at

the 4th Asian Councils Forum. Thank you for your kind attention.
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The House of Clan, Funafuti, Tuvalu

Open Era and Local Revitalisation

The achievement of political independence in October, 1978 marked the beginning of
the open era in Tuvalu. The country finally had the legal and political power to decide
its own destiny. However, it was still to develop the institutions and the apparatus to
execute its governance decisions and policies. It relied and continues to rely on its
development partners in the world for assistance in developing its capacity for
sustainable development. This brief talk will focus on the efforts made to strengthen
governance services by the House of Chiefs (Falekaupule) on Funafuti island, the

capital of Tuvalu.

After independence the local governments or the 8 island governments continued to
operate under the Local Government Ordinance 1964, which is based on and similar
to the local government law in England at that time. Foremost at the time was the
wish of the 8 House of Chiefs in Tuvalu to revive cultural governance, which is the
traditional way of governing the islands. In 1997, nineteen years after independence
a new law, the Falekaupule Act 1997 was passed fulfilling thereby this wish. While
this law was welcomed and considered a big step forward, it was still not fully
cultural because the Kaupule which is the executive arm of the House of Chiefs
continued to be selected under the universal suffrage method. This contrasts with
the way the members (matai) of the House of Chiefs itself are selected and
appointed. Chiefs are selected by their extended family unit (kaitasi meaning, eating
together) and are automatically appointed by the House of Chiefs when the kaitasi
selection is submitted to the House of Chiefs. The two different method of selecting
the members of the two bodies mean that the Executive Arm of the House of Chief
can refute with impunity the decisions and resolutions of the House of Chiefs. The
anomaly was corrected this year with an amendment to the Falekaupule Act 1997,
which was moved by the Funafuti Members of Parliament. This gives the House of
Chief direct control over its Executive ensuring that there is a continuous and

unbroken line of command and accountability in the cultural governance system.

The national Constitution was recently reviewed and will be considered by
parliament in its forthcoming session. A major intent of the review is to bring the
business of government closer to the people. The localisation process that started
some 40 years ago is still continuing and may finally have come to the localization of
the Westminister model itself, replacing it with the falekaupule model. This was
preferred by an overwhelming majority of people during several months of touring

the country by the Constitutional Review Committee. Many constitutional
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The House of Clan, Funafuti, Tuvalu

amendments are proposed for the adoption of Tuvalu values and practices in a

number of areas in the life of Tuvalu institutions and community life.

The House of Leaders has a five-year work programme called the Funafuti Island
Strategic Plan (ISP). This is implemented by its Executive body (Kaupule) whose 6
Board members are appointed by the House of Leaders. The ISP sets out the 5-year
work programme that the House of Leaders has approved and includes projects in
economic production, physical infrastructure and commercial activities. Social
programmes like welfare, education, health and community management and
support also form a big part of the ISP. Because the island government still operates
like a bureaucracy with rules for public accountability and social progress, the House
of Leaders has agreed to set up a commercial company, the Funafuti Holding
Company whose shareholders are the 54 chiefs in the House of Chiefs. The Company
is a legal person incorporated under the Company Law and so will be run according
to the company law. It reports of course to the House of Leaders but operating on
the profit maximisation principle and under its own Board of commerce-minded
people, should be able to turn a profit quickly compared to operating directly under

the Executive of House of Chiefs.

At the present time a number of Kaupule projects including the Funafuti Housing
Authority, Construction Aggregates Project, Piggery and Biogas Project, Gardening
Project, Local Produce Import Project (import from outer islands) and other small
community businesses are being transferred to the Funafuti Holding Company. One
big project the Funafala Lagoon Island (FLI) project is currently in its design and

fund-seeking stage.

The FLI project aims to reclaim 5 km? of land from a smaller lagoon to the south side
and joining the bigger lagoon on Funafuti Island. This is an option against the Climate
Change phenomenon and the inevitable sea level rise that follows and threatens to
put all the islands of Tuvalu under water. The government of Tuvalu does not favour
the evacuation option for when the sea level rises to wash over the islands, which
are no more than 2 meters above sea level. The cost of evacuation and relocation of
the entire population of Tuvalu to another location as environment refugees is
considered to be higher than staying in Tuvalu and fight the sea level rise. We stand
to lose our culture, language and identity as Tuvaluans, if we are moved to another
location or country. We also stand to lose our 200 miles exclusive economic zone and
with it, the economic, financial and social benefits that accrue from it now and in the

future. We consider it worthwhile to stay and fight sea level rise which according to
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The House of Clan, Funafuti, Tuvalu

the United Nations would rise by as much as 2 meters in the future. The FLI project is

to be a sanctuary for Tuvaluans when the sea level rises to unsafe levels. It will be 5
km? of land equivalent to 20% of the country’s existing land mass. At 10 meters high,
it should provide a safe sanctuary for Tuvalu’s 11,000 people. The additional land
would enlarge our economic options which include development in agriculture, fish
processing for export and tourism.

We are saving as much money as we can to pay for the construction of this lagoon
island that is estimated to cost around USS200 million. We also seek assistance from
overseas governments, non-government organizations and friends for this life-saving
project. The Government of Tuvalu supports this project and has already started to
request foreign governments including Japan for support for the project.

The local government is revitalised by investing in the development and delivery of
quality services to the people at prices they can afford. This is good governance and

the ultimate purpose of why we work in local governments.

51



L ARFRYRE

EEE Koror State Legislature, Palau

My name is Alan Marbou, | am Speaker of the Legislature of the state of Koror in the
Republic of Palau. Koror has about 12,000 residents, more than half the population
of Palau. The state government is the only subnational unit of government, and the
Koror state government provides a broad range of vital services to the state’s citizens.

It is an honor to be here today with participants from so many of Koror’s
international friends. For those who have not had the opportunity to visit Koror...first,
| hope you have the opportunity to visit and see all of our beautiful natural and
cultural wonders. Second, if you walk around the state of Koror, you will see many
projects built with grants or loans from Koror’s international friends, and for these: |
thank you. Everything that we achieve in Koror, we achieve with the help of our
friends and partners.

In Koror, our legislature is composed of seventeen part-time legislators, elected every
four years. Twelve of these legislators are democratically elected from relatively
small districts called hamlets, while the other five are elected at large. | want to talk
with you a little bit, about how this system helps to promote “open government”.

In Koror, almost every person knows their hamlet legislator. Most often, this is a
person who lives down the street, or in the same neighborhood. It is key to our
system of government that these individuals are accountable to their constituents. If
there is a problem in the neighborhood, it is first and foremost the responsibility of
these legislators to make the executive branch aware of the problem, and coordinate
a response from the proper government departments. If there is a development plan
or construction project proposed that will impact the residents of a neighborhood: it
is the responsibility of their hamlet legislator to make those residents aware, to
coordinate their response, and potentially to seek modification of the plan if

requested by the residents.

The beauty of this system is that it allows for full public participation in civic life
without the drawbacks of direct democracy. Every hamlet legislator is responsible to
each of their constituents, and because hamlets are so small: everybody’s viewpoint
is important and respected. Every citizen can be confident that they are not ignored,
and that even if their viewpoint is not accepted by the majority, it is given fair

consideration and not simply ignored.

At the same time, the state elects five legislators at-large. Each voter can vote for up

to five at-large candidates. These elections are always highly competitive, often with
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more than a dozen candidates seeking election. At-large legislators are called to take
a slightly broader view than hamlet legislators, and to consider the needs of the
entire state. However, having said that, the highly competitive nature of these
elections means that even a small number of votes can be important, and as a result:

every voice matters.

There are a few aspects of Palau that help to make this system work as well as it does.
First: we do not currently have political parties in Palau. In theory, each new proposal
or bill is considered on its own merits. This system can be highly beneficial for
municipal government. Everyone has the same simple goals, and we simply seek for
the best solutions to accomplish those goals. In practice, of course, individual
legislators may lean toward solutions from one side of the political spectrum or the
other..but the lack of parties prevents these leanings from hardening into

permanent bents.

Second, we have long memories. This means that every legislator remains
responsible, even after their term is over, for their actions in office. Four years is a
long term, and many legislators choose not to seek reelection, but the public
remembers who supported what. Trust me: you do not want your neighbors to
remember that you are the guy, ten years ago, who approved the noisy nightclub or

polluting auto-repair shop in the neighborhood.

Third, with our long memories come long horizons. When Palauans think ahead, they
think far. | am proud to say that when the Koror state legislature plans, it tries not to
do so with a one-year horizon, or a ten-year horizon, but with a perpetual future in
mind. Our people want to know that Koror will still be as great a place to live for their

great-great-grandchildren as it is for them.

Thank you again for the opportunity to come and join you all here, both to present
on behalf of Palau, and more importantly to learn from all of you. It is my hope to
carry the wisdom | gain here back across the ocean, as yet another gift from Palau’s

international friends, and to use it to improve the lives of our citizens.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

Before we enter the topic, | congratulate the 4th Asian Councils Forum (ACF) and
Preparatory Meeting of the Global Councils Forum (GCF) for the primacy in the
organization, for promoting the event, and reaffirming my gratitude for inviting us to

explain on a subject that | have always advocated: The Open government.

For a long time, governments had their doors closed for popular participation.
People were just a voting agent to elect representatives to manage, without being
able to understand the theme of representativeness.

That is, people served only as an instrument for many to come to power and, after

that, the phrase would come: "Let us now take care of everything".

But open government concept has been discussed since the mid-18th century, with
the creation of legal mechanisms that force governments to be more transparent. As
for example: the guarantee of freedom of access to information, a 1766 Swedish law
"The Freedom of Press Act”, being improved in 2009 with the “Public Access to
Information and Secrecy Act”, ensuring society access to information as well as the
rule of its Secrecy. Also, in the 18th century, we had the U.S. with the press law in
1776 and France in 1789.

We can say that these are the pioneering milestones that have served as the basis

for organisms to develop the idea of Open Government.

In 2009, this issue gained great strength, internationally, when the Open
Government Declaration was published. And in 2011, the Open Government

Partnership (OGP) was launched.

The declaration itself, which Brazil is also a party, mentions the commitment to
fundamental principles present in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
United Nations Convention against Corruption, and other international instruments
that are linked to human rights and good governance, and states that a government

to be considered Open needs to achieve four objectives:
- Increase the availability of information on government activities
- Support social participation

- Implement the highest standards of professional integrity in management
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- Expand access to new technologies for opening and accountability purposes

We realize that not only in Brazil, but all over the world, people are seeking greater
participation in public management, claiming for civic affairs and demanding more

transparent, receptive, responsible and resource-efficient governments.

The Brazilian Government has joined the Partnership for the Open Government since
2011, and is currently following its 4th Action Plan, which the 11 commitments are:
Open Government in States and Municipalities

- Open Data Ecosystem

- Innovation and Open Government in Science

- Social Control of the Food and Nutrition Security Plan

- Analysis and User Satisfaction and Social Impact of ANTT Regulation

- Transparency and Control in the Process of Repair of the city of Mariana and

its area
- Transparency in the Legislative Process
- Land Transparency
- Open Government and Climate
- Open Government and Water Resources - LAl in States and Municipalities

But in practical terms, | will speak a little of my experience as the President of UNALE,

as a State Representative, as a Pro-Life Activist:

One of the great attributions of the public man is to preserve representativeness and,
there is only a real representation when you listen to people. Personally, it's what |

value the most in my term.

In Brazil, as well as in the whole world, we are facing an epidemy, and as you must
be realizing, the number of suicides, self-harm and depression has been growing
everywhere over the years. As the president of UNALE, during this year, | realized
that as representatives we could not fight it alone, we could not achieve solutions
capable of understanding and being effective in the theme of suicide, self-harm and
depression. So, we traveled through Brazil, working with a seminar, where we

formed groups of work, involving the civil society, with experts in these areas and
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with all those who could contribute. We did the opposite direction; we didn't wait
for people to come to us. We went to them.

We had the participation of more than 1300 people, we raised about 171 proposals,
ideas, suggestions, we heard the most varied reports. This was a national action
never taken by UNALE before.

My political history already adds up to more than 30 years, and from the first day |
held a public position, | have always cherished for listening to people, being in touch
with everyone to understand their real needs. Notice that for many years | have
been working one of the pillars of the Open Government.

In my state, | keep my "Mobile Office", which is nothing more than the extension of
my legislative assembly room. The logistic is very simple: | drive this Van through my
state, open a tent, a table, some coffee, and people come to talk, to give suggestions,

to participate in my mandate, or simply to give me a hug.

My performance as a parliamentarian, is based on the real need of people, these
conversations have already emerged into laws, indication of budgets, medical
requests, and solutions to problems that we cannot see.

Another aspect of my experience that | bring to everyone is my social media as a
form of transparency. Every day we make posts about the performance of my
mandate, we handle every step, every meeting, every conversation, every new law,
and how this will impact people's lives. | am a member who performs many
international missions, and | never let the society without a reply from the resources
invested in these trips. | am convinced that the people pay these bills, and they

should be the first to have the reports from these missions.

| understand that with the Open Government, it is the best way to promote
transparency, the empowerment of civil society, the fight against corruption and we
will do this with the incorporation of new technologies to assist in public

management.

We, as public agents, have the mission of creating mechanisms to bring people

closer to the governability. Thank you all so much!
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