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exception of 2020 due to COVID-19, 2021 marks the fifth annual ACF, with 21
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2021 5™ Asian Councils Forum (ACF),
Global Councils Forum (GCF) Conference and
Taiwan Councilors Forum (TCF) Annual Conference

I. Meeting background and purpose
1. Background

Founded in 2010, the Taiwan Councilors Forum (TCF) is committed to the reconstruction of
political values and enhancing the abilities of local councilors to communicate with the social
mainstream and is dedicated to establishing a global network for young elites. TCF hosted the
first two Global Councils Forums (GCF) in 2014 and 2015, which have been widely
recognized and supported by the international attendees. The ideas and achievements of the
ensuing forums have continually drawn attention and generated discussion both domestically
and abroad — from co-organizations in Taiwan to countries such as European countries
including Spain and Italy, as well as the US, Japan, Brazil, and the Philippines.

In 2016, the Philippine Councilors League (PCL) organized the first annual conference in the
name of the Asian Councils Forum (ACF). Along with over 5000 Philippine local councilors,
district councilors from Hong Kong and delegations from Taiwan and Japan also attended the
forum. The regional and global development strategy has thus been carried out successfully
and enabled attendees to discuss affairs regarding practical interaction and democracy
learning among global councilors.

As an advocate of a global local councils’ alliance, TCF consecutively hosted the 2nd ACF in
August of 2017 as well as the 2017 GCF and TCF annual conferences. The main theme of
2017 was “Local Government and Social Innovation in 4C Era” In addition to past attendees,
invitations were sent to countries and regions such as Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Hong Kong and Macau, so as to strengthen the connection between Taiwanese and
foreign local councils. TCF also devoted itself to the alliance of local councils, inviting them
to be co-organizers of the conference. The purpose is to improve the engagement of Taiwan
local councilors and to achieve the goal of local democratic experience exchange and
international connection.

Under the theme of “Living Together in Asia,” the 3rd ACF in 2018 was held in Tokyo, Japan,
and focused on post-disaster revitalizing strategies. Not only did Japanese council
representatives participate in the conference actively, but councilors from Taiwan, the
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Philippines, Vietnam, and Hong Kong also took part in the forum, resulting in a total of over
150 participants. At the welcome reception, Premier Shinzo Abe and other ministers of state
delivered their welcome speeches, took group photos with all the attendees, and shook hands
with representatives from Taiwan and other countries. Chin-Chang LIN, the founder of TCF,
was invited to share Taiwan’s post-disaster countermeasure experiences and issue a joint
statement on ACF, promising mutual interaction between Asian regions so as to contribute to
peace and prosperity in Asia and the world.

The 2019 TCF forum co-organized the 4th ACF and initiated the preparatory meeting of the
Global Councils Forum (GCF). The conference theme “Open Era & Local Revitalization”
focused on global trends and government policy strategies, which not just attracted attention
but also resulted in general discussion among the attendees.

According to the resolution of the Preparatory Meeting of 2019 Global Councils Forum, the
2020 ACF meeting was planned to be hosted either by the Bangkok Metropolitan Council
(BMC) or the Philippine Councilors League (PCL). However, due to the outbreak of Covid-
19 in 2020, all activities was suspended. In September of this year (2021), after exchanging
views with Japanese Local Councilors Alliance (JLCA) in an online conference, Taiwan
Councilors Forum (TCF) decides to host the 5" Asian Councils Forum (ACF) through video
conferencing tools. In order to foster local democratic professional advisors and young
professional representatives, we will send invitations to relevant departments of all
universities and colleges in Taiwan. Student volunteers will be allowed to visit the forum and
participate in discussions. We are also planning to recruit students from relevant departments
and colleges for organizing the conference and give them the opportunity to learn from the
panel discussions.

2. Purpose

Since the outbreak of the Covid-19 epidemic early last year and its wide ranging effects on
all groups of society, prevention and control of the epidemic have become the most prevalent
topics. It seems that the methods of the government's epidemic prevention measures, actions
and the allocation of public resources have not yet received extensive discussion and attention
from the public, for example, what domestic and foreign corresponding strategies can be used
as a reference. Given this year’s theme “The Issues and Strategies of the Epidemic Prevention
Measures During/After the Epidemic” the keynote speech, international forum and panel
discussion sessions will be covering pandemic prevention issues. The topics of the discussion
will be focused on “Domestic Violence During/After the Epidemic,” “Community Care
During/After the Epidemic,” “Support for Disadvantaged Groups During/After the Epidemic,”
“Make-Up Plan for Compulsory Education During/After the Epidemic,” “Local Economy
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During/After the Epidemic,” and “Zero Infection Control During/After the Epidemic.” Not
only does the arrangement allow all participants to discuss and brainstorm throughout the
conference, but we also provide simultaneous interpreting services and live streaming to help
with immediate communication. The videos of the six discussion sessions will be uploaded
on YouTube. There are four goals of the above-mentioned discussion arrangement:

(1) Short-term goal:
e Experience exchange of local governance;
e Guiding governments and councils at all levels to think about how to respond in a
timely manner and plan properly;
(2) Medium-term goal: Political knowledge exchange and networking;
(3) Long-term goal: Institution learning and connecting with the world.

Taking into account the time difference, TCF’s invitations to international participants will be
mainly in Asia. Since GCF has had its preparatory meeting in 2019, TCF will representatively
invite chief delegates of parliamentarian alliances from American countries to participate.
TCF hopes a complete and multilayered communication network can be constructed to
achieve the four above-mentioned goals and fulfill TCF’s founding vision and goal.

1. Date
e Date: December 10 (Fri), 2021
e Online forum via Zoom

I11. Meeting Organizers

e Main Organizer: Taiwan Councilors Forum (TCF)

e Co-Organizer: Dept. of Political Sciences, National Taiwan University (NTU); Dept.
of Political Sciences, SooChow University; Dept. of Public Management and Policy,
Tunghai University; Dept. of Public Policy and Management, Shih Hsin University;
Dept. of Hakka Language and Social Science, National Central University;
Association of Taiwan Local Governance Research; China Local Self-government
Association
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IV. Agenda

International Forum

(Live-streaming YouTube in Three Channels)

Opening Remarks & Welcome Speech (Starting at 14:43)“

® Remarks by TCF President Sunny-wei WANG (2 = =)

® Remarks by Special Guests
MAYing-jeou (& % 4 ): Former R.O.C. President (Starting at
32:28) 2
CHEN Shih-chung (F& p# # ): Taiwan Central Epidemic Command
Center Chief Commander (Starting at 37:10)°

15:00~15:40

Keynote Speech (Starting at 1:03:00) @z

Topic: The Issues and Strategies of the Epidemic Prevention Measures
During/After the Epidemic

® Host
Yung-mau CHAO (3} & 7¥)
Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Political Science, National Taiwan
University, Taiwan

® Keynote speaker

15:40~17-40 Shu-Ti CHIOU (&% % 42) (Wiki)

MD, PhD, MSc

International Forum (Starting at 1:54:30) ¥ ]

Topic: The Issues and Strategies of the Epidemic Prevention Measures
During/After the Epidemic

® Host

Li-khan CHEN (& = k1)
Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Soochow University

® Speakers

17:40~18:00 Panel Discussion Conclusion Reports (Starting at 3:07:00) @3
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http://www.tcforum.org.tw/20211205141115.pdf
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E9%82%B1%E6%B7%91%E5%AA%9E
https://youtu.be/xyiaMFbiPII
https://youtu.be/xyiaMFbiPII
https://youtu.be/xyiaMFbiPII
https://youtu.be/xyiaMFbiPII
https://youtu.be/xyiaMFbiPII
https://youtu.be/xyiaMFbiPII

TCF Honorary President Chin-chang LIN (++% %)

® Reported by

Pao-chien WANG (2 iF4z)

Associate Professor of Dept. Hakka Language and Social Science,
National Central University

Closing Ceremony (Starting at 3:16:30) @z

® TCF President Sunny-wei WANG (2 = =)

*Simultaneous interpreting services (Chinese-English, Chinese-Japanese, and English-
Japanese, vice versa) are provided on YouTube as below

https://youtu.be/oCzgwHmQg4Y https://youtu.be/xyiaMFbiPll https://youtu.be/J355cI08NWM

Domestic Panel Session
( No Live-streaming )

Panel |
I-1: I-2: I-3:
10:00~11:40 Domestic Violence Community Care Support for
During/After the During/After the Disadvantaged
Epidemic Epidemic Groups During/After
the Epidemic
Panel I
1-1: 1-2: 1-3:
13:00~14:40 Make-Up Plan for Local Economy Zero Infection
Compulsory Education During/After the Control During/After
During/After the Epidemic the Epidemic
Epidemic

The videos of these six panel sessions have been uploaded on YouTube (only Chinese
version).
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https://youtu.be/oCzqwHmQq4Y
https://youtu.be/xyiaMFbiPII
https://youtu.be/J355cIO8NWM
https://youtu.be/xyiaMFbiPII

*Detailed Description of the Six Panel Session (Sub-themes)

Studies on the Covid-19 epidemic point out that the effectiveness of epidemic prevention and
control highly relies on the integration and cooperation of different sectors (such as
governments, enterprises, and society) and organizations (such as competent authorities, or
institutions), but the new issues derived from the epidemic should receive more attention,
such as incidences of domestic violence and its prevention; supporting resources for the
interruption of community care; self-management and social concerns for disadvantaged
groups; the effectiveness of e-learning in compulsory education; the impact on local
economies and revitalization plans; and cooperation of the cross-authorization and institutions
in prevention and control of the epidemic.

In the face of the epidemic, did the government's control measures and the distribution of
public resources have an impact on these specific issues? And have these impacts been
comprehensive discussed by and received sufficient attention from the competent authorities?

Issues Description
Domestic Since the outbreak of the pandemic, emerging data and reports from many
Violence countries have shown that the tremendous changes that individuals already

During/After | face in their daily lives have accumulated a lot of pressure, leading to rising
the Epidemic | incidences of domestic violence. In Taiwan, according to the provisions of
Article 4 of the Domestic Violence Prevention Act of the Republic of
China, each municipality, county and city government has the power to
Integrate cross-organization within the scope of their responsibilities in
accordance with the requirements of prevention against domestic violence.
The responsibilities of each local government in domestic violence
prevention are also defined in Articles 7 and 8.

This session topic "Domestic Violence During/After the Epidemic" will
explore what governance problems have arisen during/after the epidemic.
What are the corresponding strategies at home and abroad? Are the
implementing measures currently taken by the local governments
appropriate? Do they need to be improved? For the future, what strategies
should the local governments adopt in advance for preparation?

Community | The government has promoted the "Long-term Care 2.0 Project" in
Care response to the aging population and declining birthrate. However, due to
During/After | the frequently changed guidelines of the community epidemic prevention
the Epidemic | policy, various long-term care services or premises cannot provide
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continuing care services during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
aforementioned phenomenon has prompted countries to think about how
to adopt innovative continuation strategies in community care policies to
alleviate the impact on the elderly and their families if similar crises
reappear in the future.

This session topic "Community Care During/After the Epidemic™ will
explore the question of what governance problems have arisen during/after
the epidemic. What are the corresponding strategies at home and abroad?
Are the implementing measures currently taken by local governments
appropriate? Do they need to be improved? For the future, what strategies
should local governments adopt in advance for preparation?

Support for
Disadvantage
d Groups
During/After
the Epidemic

Since the outbreak of the pandemic, studies found that the epidemic not
just undermined the existing rights and interests of disadvantaged groups,
but also created new issues such as lack of epidemic prevention
information, inadequate allocation of vaccines, loss of basic livelihood
resources, economic damages, the ability to adjust to the digital
environment, and so on. When considering the situations of disadvantaged
groups including migrants/immigrants, aboriginals, migrant workers, and
students from disadvantaged families, the government should consider
what can be done to mitigate the impact of the pandemic.

This session topic "Support for Disadvantaged Groups During/After the
Epidemic" will explore what governance problems have arisen during/after
the epidemic. What are the corresponding strategies at home and abroad?
Are the implementing measures currently taken by local governments
appropriate? Do they need to be improved? For the future, what strategies
should local governments adopt in advance for preparation?

Make-Up
Plan for
Compulsory
Education
During/After
the Epidemic

During the Covid-19 epidemic, although the efforts of schools at all levels
rushing to transform to online teaching were generally praised, but
according to research, this development also resulted in certain issues in e-
learning, for example the quality of online teaching, problems of dropout
rates, the gap in urban and rural standards of digital information, the
development of digital teaching materials, and the mindset of digital
learning, etc. What's more, studies found that long-term e-learning may not
only negatively impact the effectiveness of education but also the students’
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development of social skills.

This session topic "Make-Up Plan for Compulsory Education During/After
the Epidemic” will explore what governance problems have arisen
during/after the epidemic. What are the corresponding strategies at home
and abroad? Are the implementing measures currently taken by local
governments appropriate? Do they need to be improved? For the future,
what strategies should local governments adopt in advance for preparation?

Local
Economy
During/After
the Epidemic

The COVID-19 epidemic has caused a devastating loss to the nation's
economy. Although governments in many countries have provided massive
fiscal support to alleviate the economic impact from the crisis (for example
in Taiwan, the central government issued consumption vouchers to
stimulate consumer spending), with the advent of the post-epidemic, how
to adopt recovery measures to boost the economy should be an important
issue for governments.

This session topic "Local Economy During/After the Epidemic” will
explore what governance problems have arisen during/after the epidemic.
What are the corresponding strategies at home and abroad? Are the
implementing measures currently taken by local governments appropriate?
Do they need to be improved? For the future, what strategies should local
governments adopt in advance for preparation?

Zero Infection
Control
During/After
the Epidemic

Taiwan's success in the epidemic prevention and control, which manifests
itself in the current state of no new deaths or domestically transmitted
cases, has drawn a lot attention from around the world. From the
experiences and the mitigation measures taken by governments worldwide
during the last two years, we realize that the effectiveness of epidemic
prevention and control must rely on the cooperation among different
sectors (such as governments, enterprises, and society), organizations (such
as competent authorities or institutions), and cultures (such as cross-
nations, business, ethnic groups, etc.). In the post-COVID-19 era,
governments at all levels must remain vigilant about new risks to society
and shall persistently keep up effective protective measures.

This session topic "Zero Infection Control During/After the Epidemic will
explore what governance problems have arisen during/after the epidemic.
What are the corresponding strategies at home and abroad? Are the
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implementing measures currently taken by local governments appropriate?
Do they need to be improved? For the future, what strategies should local
governments adopt in advance for preparation?
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Japanese Local Councilors Alliance (JLCA)

1 |#H BAE Matsuda Yoshiaki B | HE)NNEES EE

2 |F AT Kuriyama Yoshiyuki B |t ZR#ER EE

3 |/NEg BA Koiso Akira 8 |RER#ER EE

4 |EHFGER Bl |Senuma Go B |ER#MRIRER #E8
5 |BlR Nitanai Hitoshi 5 |EEBRIR#ES &8
6 |fRHF E Kujirai Minoru % REMBIRESR BB
7 |&EF #F (£8) |Yoshimura Miki X | RRHBXERRER #8
8 |fkRk DI (HF)Sato Atsuko Z |KRTPRXER #EE
9 |XH X Ohta Futoshi B |ER#BPRRER EE
10 |EE EfE Arisato Maho T |RR#AZ2ERES &8
11 |[/INZ % Koshiba Arata 5 |RE#A)IRESR R
12 | &% KA Yoshimura Tatsuaki B |5 ERIAZERXRES EHE
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Philippines Councilors League (PLC)
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Danny Dayanghirang, National Chairman

Regional Chair Maila Ting, PFP Cagayan

Regional Chair Roy Ventura, CCP Puerto Princesa City
Coun Michael Fernandez, CCP Dagupan City

Regional Chair Dindo Abueg, PFP Rizal

Coun Wolfrando Lugod, CCP Santiago City

Coin Caroline Bacaltos, PFP Cebu

Coun Gilbert Lacida, PFP Lanao Del Norte

Regional Chair Julius Tajanlangit, PFP Antique

. MMCL Chair Edward Tan, CCP Manila City

. Coun Sharieffali Tanog, PFP Lanao Del Sur

. Coun Florante Dela Cruz, CCP Las Pinas City

. Coun Ethel Joy Arriola, CCP Navotas City

. Coun Lalaine Marcos, CCP Ormoc City

. Coun Byron Suyot, PFP Eastern Samar

. Coun Francis Marion Marcos, PFP Oriental Mindoro

. Coun Raul Corro, CCP Muntinlupa City

. Coun Ramon Sullano, PFP lloilo

. Coun Mary Rose Mercado, CCP Caloocan City

. Coun Dorothy Delarmente, CCP Quezon City

. Coun Darwin Icay, National Executive Vice President, CCP Taguig City
. Coun George Goking, CCP Cagayan De Oro City

. Coun Kathleen Cinco, National PRO

. Coun Byron Sevillena, PFP Nueva Vizcaya

. Luzon Island VC Janina Farinas, PFP llocos Sur

. Dr Helario Caminero, Executive Director

. Gina G Perez, Director for Advocacy and Programs

. PCL Manila Regional Chair Coin Serafin Bernardino, CCP Marikina
. Coun Eduardo C. Cebedo, PFP Misamis Occidental

. Coun Keene T. Barquin, Secretary PCL Misamis Occ

. Coun Beverly Jane A. Ganzon, Director PCL Misamis Occ
. Maybelyn Dela Cruz Fernandez (ACF founder)
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Member of the Bandung City Local Council

1.

H. Tedy Rusmawan, AT., MM. (Chairman of Bandung Local City Council)

Dr. H. Edwin Senjaya, SE., MM. (The Third Vice Chairman of Bandung Local
City Council)

Dudy Prayudi, ST., M.T. (Head of Foreign Cooperation Division)

Eva Nur Desiyanti, MM. (Head of the Foreign Cooperation Facilitation Sub-
division)

Hj. Salmiah Rambe, S.P.d.I, M.Sos

Hj. Nenden Sukaesih, SE

drg. Susi Sulastri

R AE R E T R R A

West Java Regional Representative of Indonesian Association for Public
Administration (IAPA)

© 0N gk~ wbd e

Dr. Yaya Mulyana, M.Si. (Chairman of West Java IAPA Representation)

Kristian W. Wicaksono, Ph.D. (Vice Chairman of West Java IAPA Representation)
Dr. Indra Kristian, S.IP., S.Kom., M.A.P.

Dr. H. Thomas Bustomi, M.Si.

Dila Novita, S.So0s. M.Si.

Dr. Said Abdullah, Ph.D.

Yayan Andri, M.AP.

Pupung Pundeswari, SIP., M.Si.

Dr. H. lwan Henri Kusnadi, S.Sos. M.Si

10. Dr. Hj. Nita Nurliawati, M.Si.
11. Dr. lwan Satibi, M.Si.

XA EERD A RN EH

The House of Clan, Funafuti, TUVALU

Mr. Siliga Atiake Kofe
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Opening Remarks & Welcome Speech
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https://youtu.be/oug_x7wUDQ8
https://youtu.be/WBQ4WCSZ_mA
https://youtu.be/bgi-4Dz8MCs
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Opening Remarks & Welcome Remarks
LR N

Host :
Chin-chang LIN (i %), Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum (TCF)

Chairman’s Remark :
Sunny-wei WANG (2 = =) President of Taiwan Councilors Forum (TCF),

Councilor of New Taipei City

Special Guests’ Remarks :

MAYing-jeou (5 # 4 ), Former R.O.C. President

CHEN Shih-chung (# ¥ # ) ~Chief Commander of Taiwan Central Epidemic
Command Center, Minister of Ministry of Health and Welfare

Live Streaming Video on YouTube (Starting at 14:43)

YouTube Video (MA Ying-jeou & # 4, ) (Starting at 32:28)

YouTube Video (CHEN Shih-chung F# B # ) (Starting at 37:10)

Chin-chang LIN (++F % /Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

We are officially starting our 5" Asian Councils Forum, 2021. First, I’d like to invite
our host, Taiwan Councilors Forum chairperson. He’s also a New Taipei City
councilor, Mr. Sunny-wei Wang, to give us the opening remark.

Sunny-wei WANG (2 = = /President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

Good morning, | am the TCF chairperson, as well as New Taipei City councilor. My
name is Sunny-wei Wang. Welcome to the online meeting. Because of the second year
of the pandemic, we can only see each other online.

This is the 5™ Asian Councils Forum organized by TCF. In 2015, Taiwan, Japan, and
the Philippines initiated the ACF. In 2016, the Philippines Councilors League (PCL),
organized the very first ACF. And in 2017 and 2019, the second and fourth ACF were
hosted by Taiwan. In 2018, Japan hosted the third ACF.

Last year, in 2020, we didn’t have a meeting because of the pandemic. But this year,
the pandemic continues to impact the world. In September, TCF received an inquiry
from President Matzuda of Japan. We did not want this meeting to be interrupted by the
pandemic, so we decided to host and organize the 5" ACF event within three months.
Well, we look forward that one day the pandemic is over, and we will be able to return
to our normal life.
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Since the outbreak of the Covid-19 epidemic early last year and its wide ranging effects
on all groups of society, prevention and control of the epidemic have become the most
prevalent topics. It seems that the methods of the government's epidemic prevention
measures, actions and the allocation of public resources have not yet received extensive
discussion and attention from the public, for example, what domestic and foreign
corresponding strategies can be used as a reference. Given this year’s theme “The Issues
and Strategies of the Epidemic Prevention Measures During/After the Epidemic” the
keynote speech, international forum and panel discussion sessions will be covering
pandemic prevention issues. The topics of the discussion will be focused on “Domestic
Violence During/After the Epidemic,” “Community Care During/After the Epidemic,”
“Support for Disadvantaged Groups During/After the Epidemic,” “Make-Up Plan for
Compulsory Education During/After the Epidemic,” “Local Economy During/After the
Epidemic,” and “Zero Infection Control During/After the Epidemic.” Not only does the
arrangement allow all participants to discuss and brainstorm throughout the conference,
but we also provide simultaneous interpreting services and live streaming to help with
immediate communication. The videos of the six discussion sessions will be uploaded
on Youtube. There are four goals of the above-mentioned discussion arrangement:
Short-term goal is to exchange the experience of local governance and guide
governments and councils at all levels to think about how to respond in a timely manner
and plan properly; medium-term goal is engaged with political knowledge exchange
and networking; long-term goal is going to institution learning and connecting with the
world.

TCF hosted the first two Global Councils Forums (GCF) in 2014 and 2015. Since 2016
to 2021, there were 21 countris attending the ACF meeting hosted by TCF, including
TCF (Taiwan), Japan (JLCA), Europe (CALRE), United States (NCSL), Philippines
(PCL), Brazil (UNALE), Pakistan (LCAP), Spain GALICIA Regional Council, Italy
Lombard Regional Council, Hong Kong Community Governance Forum, Tuvalu
(Local Councils of Clan, Funafuti, Tuvalu), Penang State Legislative Assembly of
Malaysia, Bandung City Council of Indonesia, Bangkok City Council of Thailand,
Koro State Council of Palau, Sri Lanka (FSLGA), National Parliament Speakers
Association of South Korea, Ulaanbaatar City Council of Mongolia, Vietnam, France,
and China. We’ve had the councilor alliance from twenty countries and regions, as well
as councilors, scholars and experts.

This year, because the meeting is online, we cannot communicate face-to-face. We are
only providing English, Chinese, and Japanese interpretations services. Because of the
language barrier, it’s more difficult for us to communicate online this year. Despite that,
we still have representatives from Taiwan, Japan, the Philippines, Pakistan, Malaysia,
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Tuvalu, and Indonesia. Once again, thank you, and | would like to wish this meeting a
great success. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, thank you.

Chin-chang LIN (ﬁa?‘f % /Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

Thank you, Chairman Wang, for the opening remarks from TCF. Next, we would like
to invite the former president of the Republic of China, Ma Ying-jeou, who paid a lot
of attention to the activities of ACF. He has received councilor representatives at the
presidential office for the event in 2014 and 2015, and delivered a congratulatory
remark at our forum in 2019. This year, he has recorded a video to extend his
congratulations to us. Let’s welcome former president Ma Ying-jeou to deliver the
remarks for us.

MAYYing-jeou (& # 1 Former R.O.C. President)

TCF, Chairman Wang from TCF, Honorary Chairman Lin Chin-Chang, distinguished
guests, good morning.

I had served at local governments. I’'m very honored to have the opportunity to record
the video for the 5th ACF, GCF, and TCF annual conference online. | would like to
wish this forum a great success.

TCF, after the establishment in 2010, is sparing no effort in forming local councilors
alliance in 2014 and 2015. The GCF was hosted in Taiwan, and after that, it has been
promoting the ACF ever since.

Currently, there are three categories of alliances organizations around the world: first,
the United Nations, formed by different nations’ governments. Second,
interparliamentary union formed by parliaments of different countries. Third, united
cities and local governments, which is formed by various local governments.

And with your promotion, we hope that we’ll be able to have the fourth category of the
international organization: the Global Councilors Alliance. Last but not least, | would
like to wish this event a great success. Happy New Year and Merry Christmas. Thank
you.

Chin-chang LIN (+% % /Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

I would like to thank former president Ma Ying-jeou of the Republic of China to deliver
the congratulatory remarks for us. He mentioned that there are United Nations, the
International Parliament Alliance, and also, the United City Governments. Now, we
truly expect to see an international organization formed by local councilors. And in his
remarks, he expects us to make it happen.
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This year marks the 5th ACF meeting. In Europe, CALRE (The Conference of
European Regional Legislative Assemblies) has long been hosting meetings. The
United States, Latin America, and Australia also have similar organizations. We have
been connecting with each other. We hope soon the ACF, in addition to inviting more
countries to participate, will be able to share our thoughts with our peers in different
regions and countries by forming the Global Councilors Forum or the Global
Councilors Alliance.

Next, we would like to invite the Ministry of Health and Welfare, Minister Chen Shih-
chung, who has been hosting the Central Epidemic Command Center for the past two
years in Taiwan. We have been free of local COVID cases for 35 days. Unfortunately,
we have the first local case in 35 days. Chief Commander Chen has been really busy
during the past few days. But he still recorded a video to share with us the efforts and
achievements what they have done in terms of pandemic prevention during the past two
years. Now, please extend our welcome to Minster Chen Shih-chung.

CHEN Shih-chung (M ¥ ¢  Chief Commander of Taiwan Central Epidemic
Command Center, Minister of Ministry of Health and Welfare) :

Hello everyone, it is my honor to be invited to deliver the remarks at the 5th annual
meeting for ACF, GCF, and TCF.

COVID-19 has been with us for nearly two years. In Taiwan, we’ve been working very
hard to fight against the pandemic, and | would like to share with you some of our
achievements in terms of fighting against COVID-19. | would like to divide my talk
into several parts: the pandemic situation in Taiwan and in the global community, our
strategies, and our experience sharing.

The global pandemic has been quite severe. As you can see, the lines go ups and downs,
we have more than 265 million cases around the world, and the total death rate is around
2%. The pandemic situation has been fluctuating, and now we are seeing the fourth
wave. Since the outbreak of COVID-19, different countries have been coming up with
different ways to manage. But, so far, we haven’t seen the end of the tunnel, especially
when we have some variants recently. It is still uncertain what kind of impact it will
bring.

In Taiwan, we’ve been controlling the pandemic very well. We have 252 days of zero
confirmed cases. We had one major case in the beginning of this year, which involved
a pilot and a pandemic prevention hotel. And starting from May this year, we have had
community infections. More than 10,000 cases were identified. And we have more than
800 deaths during that period of time. But fortunately, with the support of the public
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and the central and local governments, we were able to control the pandemic situation
in 108 days. At this point, we have 34 consecutive days of zero cases.

The pandemic has impacted us in many ways, in terms of the economy and society.
Segregation, quarantine, and other disaster prevention measures brought fears and
problems; especially for the patients, confirmed cases, or even the medical
professionals.

We’ve been working really hard to prevent this kind of social confrontation through
good, detailed communication. And in terms of healthcare, we also know that although
there has been a lot of pressure and stress for medical professionals in Taiwan, they
have been working very hard to fight against the pandemic. So, we haven’t seen the
situation of losing the majority of our medical professionals. In terms of the economy,
the export activity has been going well. And since we have really good pandemic
prevention measures, we haven’t seen any major disruption of our supply chain. This
year's GDP, we will also grow by 6.09%.

However, the domestic economy has been affected a lot. Retail, business, and the hotel
industry have been affected a lot. But with the control of the pandemic, we are seeing
the recovery in these sectors as well. And from what I have observed, it’s the same in
all countries. During the pandemic, there were a lot of fake news which may affect the
result and effectiveness of pandemic prevention. That’s why we’ve been hosting a press
conference every day to prevent the impact of these negative and malicious fake news.

Different countries have chosen different strategies to get the best results. But | believe
all countries have been working hard in these 5 areas: board control, precision epidemic
prevention, vaccines, medical security and open information. Taiwan, as an island
country, has been controlling our borders well. Since we do not have that many cases,
our goal is to have zero cases. Although vaccines arrived a bit late, we have been
catching up. We are also trying hard to provide medical ssecurity and information
disclosure for the public.

In terms of border control, last year, we encountered a lot of different situations. Starting
from the beginning, we’ve been working really fast. In 2019, we started boarding check
from December 31, 2019. And we have been controlling passengers from mainland
China after the break of the news. And we also implemented 14-day house quarantine
measures. We have experienced several incidents, but luckily, we were able to control
the damage and minimize the impact. That’s why we had 252 days of zero cases last
year. During this time, we’ve implemented 3 custom screening plans. Last year, we had
14-day home quarantine. And this year, we modified the policy. If you cannot achieve
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one person per unit, you would have to check into a quarantine facility.

We continue to monitor the spread of the pandemic. So, for this year’s spring festival
or Chinese New Year, we require all people coming into Taiwan to stay at a hotel for
14 days. And if you have enough space at home to accommodate, you can stay in a
hotel for 10 days and go back home for another 4 days of quarantine. If you are fully
vaccinated, then it’s 7+7+7. So you have 7 days in a hotel, 7 days at home, and 7 days
of self-monitoring. And these are stricter measures compared to last year’s because it’s
quite difficult to achieve zero confirmed cases. Basically if we have enough resources,
we will be as strict as possible so we can really control the spread of the new variants
and prevent the spread at the border of the country.

As for some incidents in Taiwan, one serious COVID situation began from a cluster
infection of pilots at the Novelty Hotel in late April. There was an employee who was
a confirmed case. But it was detected probably 12-14 days after the person got infected,
so there might have been some community infection. We decided to do precision
screenings and start pandemic prevention. We tested all 1,790 contacts, and all PCR
results turned out to be negative. Overall, people who are affected by this incident are:
the pilot of China Airlines, Novelty Hotel employees, and their family members. 70
pilots and 10 of their family members were confirmed to be COVID positive. As for
Novelty Hotel employees, there were 7 employees and 3 family members. However,
we achieved zero confirmed cases again after this incident.

This year, we had some major cluster infection events. The largest one would probably
be the factory in the Science Park. It was an electronics manufacturing factory. It took
us 4 weeks to control the situation. We cooperated with the local government. The
central government set up a command center in Miaoli. We cooperated and coordinated
with local governments and the central government agencies. We were all there trying
to control the situation. We had 471 confirmed cases, but it was fortunate that we didn’t
have any community infections. Another incident was in Pingtung, which involved the
Delta variant. These patients are the first confirmed cases of Delta variant in Taiwan
within our communities. They returned to Taiwan from abroad. They’re grandparent
and grandchild. They were supposed to stay home during the quarantine period.
However, because of insufficient control, they were active in the community.

We understood that Delta variant have been haunting most of the countries. It’s quite
serious. That’s why we were very cautious, and we established test stations and
conducted isolation and quarantine. We had 17 infections and 1 death. We were able to
limit the spread of the variant and control the situation within a relatively short period
of time.
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Yet another event are the 127 confirmed cases and another 115 confirmed cases in the
Huan Nan market. Many people usually come in and out in market places, and a lot of
people travel in crowds. Huan Nan market is a wholesale market, and a lot of people
travel all around the island. It was quite difficult for us to really to identify all the
contacts and to really control the infection. We learned a good lesson from this incident,
and we accumulated good experience.

And after so many incidents, we realized that in the future, there are some areas we
need to make improvement in. We need to control the spread at the source. So, early
detection is very important. And if we are able to identify the confirmed cases or
contacts as early as possible, it’s easier for us to control the spread. That’s why we
established many testing stations within communities. And we demanded some medical
institutions that both patients and visitors need to be screened. And we also distributed
rapid testing Kits to citizens to monitor their own situation. As for long-term care
facilities, people coming in and out need to be tested constantly and regularly.

There are five major measures. First, setting up community hotspot testing stations. We
also introduced the rapid testing Kits for people to test themselves at home. And we
focused on, for example, international airports, because it’s high-risk area where people
come into contact with foreign visitors and travelers. So those people need to do
comprehensive and regular screening. We also tested wastewater and sewage. We were
trying to identify some of the cases that were not detected and to understand the scale
of the spread, and to use them as reference for future formulation of related measures.

Second, introducing technology such as artificial intelligence to improve the precision
of our pandemic prevention. We launched some electronic systems to accelerate some
of the testing of those coming into Taiwan. We stablished a platform where people can
inquire the footprints of confirmed cases and hotspots of infections. We wanted to
provide rapid, accurate, and timely information, so that people can steer clear of the
hotspots. And we could also establish testing stations at these hotspots.

Third, as for vaccination, we didn’t have any outbreak in Taiwan in March 2021, so
back then people didn’t want to get vaccinated. Very few people got vaccinated. With
the limited number of vaccines, people were even wondering whether these vaccines
would expire. We launched some programs targeting high-risk demographics and
medical professionals, classifying them as Type | to Type Ill. Those people got
vaccinated first. In mid-May, we had an outbreak of the pandemic and people rushed to
get vaccinated. However, we didn’t have enough vaccines then. Fortunately, we thank
our friends from around the world for making all these donations of different batches
of vaccinations, helping us to get through this difficult time.
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And then afterwards, we continued to promote vaccination and people were more
willing to get vaccinated. Things went quite smoothly. Right now, our vaccination rate
has increased rapidly and significantly, and we were able to see the pandemic in Taiwan
slowing down. We only had about 10 retrospective cases being identified since
September 25. Since October 15th to yesterday, we have had 0 local cases. The
willingness of vaccination lowered because most people have already been vaccinated.
Now, we have a surplus of vaccines, and we came up with different promotions to
encourage people to be vaccinated.

Right now, cumulatively speaking, we have over 30 million vaccinations in terms of
number; 78.23% of the population who have gotten their first vaccine, and 61.34% are
fully vaccinated with two doses. We want to achieve the goal of over 70% by the end
of the year. And of course, there will be some bottlenecks along the way. As for people
over 65, the vaccination rate is 80% for the first dose, and 74.6% for the second. But
our original goals were higher. Because some adverse events of vaccinations were
exposed on the news, a lot of people became hesitant to get vaccines. And because
Taiwan is an island country, we need crew members of aircrafts. We need them to work
so we get goods transported into Taiwan. That’s why we demand that the crew members
have a very high vaccination rate. You can see that the crew members have a
vaccination rate of 99.6%, and ground crew members at 96.9%. There are five
categories: Type I, 11, 111, V, VII, all of which have relatively high vaccination rates. But
eventually, our goal is to exceed 90%.

Fourth, as for the report of adverse events, we have full transparency, disclosing all
information for people to know. But the society sometimes overreact to these adverse
effects, even though investigation have not been completed. Despite that, we still
decided to disclose this information. Unfortunately, for some people, this information
just further added to their fear to get vaccinated. But we still believe that it is important
for the government to have full transparency in terms of information disclosure.

Fifth, protection of medical system. Earlier this year we had our first nosocomial
infection event. It happened on January 11, and ended on February 23. There were 21
confirmed cases with 2 doctors, 4 nurses, 2 patients and 12 family members. It was in
a hospital in Taoyuan. We eliminated the cases and eventually achieved zero confirmed
cases. Through this experience, we once again accumulated the experience to deal with
similar nosocomial infection situations in the future. Regarding nosocomial infections,
it’s not as hard for us to deal with one single hospital, but when the pandemic breaks
out in multiple hospitals, I think we need to speed up our response time.

In terms of the overall medical preparation, we need to identify as early as possible, we
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need to be more rapid and timely, so we need to be prepared at all times. Therefore,
early on, we had the response plan, and we reviewed this response plan and understood
how to accelerate the triage of patients. We tried to clear out the bed spaces for patients.
And we want to reserve more beds so that in case there is a breakout we will be able to
treat as many patients as possible. And we also have in place a support plan of backup
medical resources and personnel for the identification of COVID cases. If we have a
large-scale outbreak, we will need to carry out triage of patients, otherwise our medical
resources will be strained, and it will affect the overall pandemic prevention.

So, how we were able to send only the serious, severe cases to hospitals? Basically, we
established a network for pandemic prevention, and combined that with our emergency
medical care. We integrated all the equipment available, such as PPEs, and provide
transparent information. We’ve been hosting press conference on a regular basis to
make sure that we’re able to clarify any rumors immediately so that everyone has the
capacity and information to fight against the pandemic. | think this have been quite
successful so far.

We were able to control the first wave of the pandemic. And with that experience, we
should actively do more in the future. There are certain ways for us to implement better
measures. We will continue to control the borders and make rolling adjustments
according to situation updates. We will continue to improve our vaccination rate, and
to prepare the materials and resources such as vaccines, medicines, and PPEs
(Personal Protect Equipment). We will try our best to ensure the supply of these
materials.

The pandemic situation keeps evolving, representing a challenge each time.
Nevertheless, we can learn lessons from these experiences so that we will be able to
control better when the next wave of the pandemic hits.

As we are facing the pandemic globally, different countries will be able to exchange
ideas and data and contribute to the pandemic control throughout the world. With that,
I would like to conclude my presentation on the Taiwan experience of fighting the
COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you.

Chin-chang LIN (+% % ~Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

We thank Minister Chen for the very comprehensive presentation at the opening
ceremony of the Conference of the ACF, GCF, and TCF. We once again thank you
Minister Chen. Next session is keynote speech hosted by Professor Chao. I will hand
over the mic to Professor Chao.
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The Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness & Response i lﬁ fi ’ /‘T}D —Ef e

By all measures, the impact of the pandemic is massive:
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« 148 million people were confirmed Infected and more than
3 millien have died in 223 countries, territories and areas
(as ot 28 April 2021),
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» ot least 17 000 health workers died from COVID-18 during @ - @ R S q;?'i J F‘\ /)’%l
the pandemic’s first year®; & 3 & ¢ 483817, 000 A @ A fe e B R o
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» USS$10 trillion of output is expected to be lost by the end of 2021, COVID-19:
and US§ 22 trillion in the period 2020-2025— the deepest shock to Make it the
Last Pandemic
the global economy since the Second Werld War and the largest ¥y ¢}k iﬁ 2 4‘4_ g
simultaneous contraction of national economies since the Graat : F -
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= Atits highest point in 2020, 80% of schoalchildren wers unable
lo attend school ®; # # B Bk § B % 1 0% & 8% £ B

= 10 million more girls are of risk of early marrioge because
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Among older adults needing help with daily activities, those in Canada, the UK , the U.S , and

Australia were the most likely to say they did not receive needed help because services were
cancelled or very limited during the pandemic.

Percent of adults age 65+ who reported needing help with instrumental activities of daily living who said they did not receive
needed help during the past year because services were cancelled or very limited due to the coronavirus pandemic

H¥&ERERINERS - RER » REBEIUASEK - REREFREZHE

AUS CAN FRA GER NETH SWE SWiZ UK us

Notes: Instrumental achabes of daily bing mclude housework, prepanng meals, mansgng daly medcatons, or shoppng. NZ and NOR excheded becauss no< 1000 Differences betwesn US and GER,
NETH, and SWIZ were stafistically sionificant af the p < 0.05 level.

[rata: 2021 Commonweadh Fund Infemational Health Policy Survey of Cider Adults

E:h"’ ealth Source. Reginald D. Willams I et al., The Impact of COVID-19 an Qider Adults: Findings from the 2021 infermatioral Health Policy Survey of Qider Adulls
!'I']’I‘"t'"“-""“ — (Commoanweatth Fund, Sept. 2021)

PR KTk i PARER R 04 T FIAN RIRIHLG PR
H T o AR A PR To LB BAA S GERSEE > RV RE
L. wd L R LA RS PEEAE B PR
i?%ﬁ&%ﬁﬁ@’w?%g CEI AR - BRI RS - BRIEA
HE 0 (3 B b R 0 B 3 BAEE b B A ,;Frs_t-i At e R
FE:E o

=

amf

3

TR AP GHET R 4§D R PR E g e
léﬁﬁ%%ﬁ4£?&§’%ﬂ%ﬁﬁfﬁm gl SRR i o R R
ek LB B VRS R0 A - Bk £
%%ﬁ’wﬁ%ifgwmﬁ ﬁﬁpﬁ”’wﬁﬁaﬁ ey @ ¥R e en
A RO T A & fﬁ%ﬁmwﬁ’—ﬁkﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂgwm
AR E O U A S f%éi?]—"* VBB R E i £ - B R ]S
o - BEREFF > apFLe o L PRAR L BRSBTS

sy ook o~ 7w o=h

60



LAFE

Keynote Speech

m &

BMER: T RFEHEHEZHE e A g
R E AL X

%ﬁ§’%7

R N I

FIGURE 1: COVID-19 IMPACT ON OLDER PERSONS
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COVID-19 AND OLDER PERSONS
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The vertical axis shows the number of COVID-19 deaths per million, as of August 30. The horizontal axis shows the
percentage decline of GDP relative to the same guarter in 2019. It is adjusted for inflation.
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Yung-mau CHAO (4} -« 757) /Emeritus Professor, Dept. of Political Sciences,
National Taiwan University, Taiwan

Keynote speaker :
Shu-ti CHIOU (%% 4%),~MD, PhD, MSc

Theme:
The Issues and Strategies of the Epidemic Prevention Measures During/After the
Epidemic

Speech Materials of Dr. Shu-ti CHIOU

Live Streaming Video on YouTube (Starting at 1:03:00)

Chin-chang LIN (*Hz—‘ﬁ“ % /Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

Now, it’s 3:40. We are about to enter the next session, the keynote speech of the
meeting. Now, we are very honored to have invited the Emeritus Professor of
National Taiwan University, Professor Yung-mau Chao as the moderator. Now I’ll
pass the mic to Professor Chao.

Yung-mau CHAO (4} & 75 ~Emeritus Professor, National Taiwan University) :

I would like to thank our chairman and our honorary chairman. On site, we have
participants, friends and distinguished guests from 8 different countries, and local
councilors. Good afternoon!

The next keynote speech, as you can see, Professor Chiou is already online. We are
very happy that you’ll be here to act as our keynote speaker. Let me briefly introduce
Professor Chiou. Doctor Chiou graduated from one of the best medical universities in
Taiwan, Yang-Ming University. Also, she received her PhD at National Taiwan
University on epidemic studies.

Doctor Chiou is a famous doctor as well as a prestigious professor. She has done
extensive studies in epidemiology. Doctor Chiou also served in the local government
in Yilan City and Taipei City. She had worked as the Director of the Health Promotion
Administration of Taiwan, so, she is able to combine theories and practices. Doctor
Chiou has also attended numerous international meetings. She helped Taiwan get
through the crisis of SARS and has been paying close attention to the pandemic
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prevention activities of COVID-19 during the past two years. We are very honored to
have invited Professor Chiou to be here. The topic of her presentation is Building
Forward a Better Future Beyond the Pandemic. And | believe she is the perfect
speaker for this topic with her extensive experience serving in local and central
governments as well as her experience and studies expertise in academia. Please
welcome Professor Chiou for the keynote speech.

Shu-ti CHIOU (#2342 ~MD, PhD, MSc) :

Thank you, Professor Chao, for this kind introduction. Thank you to Chairman Wang
and Honorary Chairman Lin for this invitation. And I’m also very happy to see the
local councilors, who are extremely concerned of the welfare of the public. As
introduced by Doctor Chao, I’'m personally involved in the pandemic prevention of
SARS. I am not serving in the government now, but I’ve attended many international
organizations. Actually, last year, I’ve attended meetings of the international union for
health promotion and education and other international organizations. So, we have
some observations about the global pandemic situation. Doctor Chao wants me to talk
about what we should do beyond the pandemic. Although the pandemic is not over
and damages has been done in the previous waves, we believe that one day the
pandemic will pass. And what have we learned in the process? How to prepare and
build forward a better future beyond the pandemic? First, | will talk about pandemic
prevention, starting with the impacts caused by the pandemic. Impacts on health and 8
major systems. | will talk about them one by one: healthcare, long-term care,
education, gender equality, work, environment building, economy, as well as
government’s role.

I will report first on the foregoing and later on, I will talk about the importance of
prevention as WHO mentioned previously. We hope that in the future, we will no
longer have such a severe global pandemic. So, | will share my insights on what we
have learned from COVID-19. As I’ve mentioned, I’m not working in the government
right now, so my perspective may be different from that of Minister Chen’s (F# f= # ).

But even if it’s different, this proves that we can accommodate different perspectives.

Okay, let’s first talk about the impact brought by the pandemic, the impact on health.
This is the data from WHO. These are the new confirmed cases per week. It seems
that the area with the highest number of confirmed cases — is it the Americas, Asia, or
Africa? No. The region with the highest number of new confirmed cases is Europe. It
has been like this last year. And now Europe takes up about 68.8% of total confirmed
cases. By the end of November, the pandemic has caused more than 5 million deaths.
Europe, as we know, is a very developed area and has a very advanced medical
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system. But the death rate, the new confirmed deaths, is extremely high. | should have
let you take a guess, but I’ve already shown it on the slide. It’s 61.4%. So, the
performance of Europe. Are you satisfied to see this kind of performance by Europe?
I guess not. What exactly happened to the world? Let’s compare Europe, Asia, and
Africa.This is the number of vaccine doses per one hundred people. Europe has much
higher number than Africa and Asia. However, the death rate of Europe is also much
higher than Asia and Africa. So, the vaccination rate, it seems, is not related to the
number of deaths. Yes, vaccination is important. But taking vaccinations is not the
only solution.

And if we divide the countries by income level. Those countries with higher or upper-
middle income, of course, have higher vaccination rate. However, the number of
deaths is still higher in these countries. So, there are so many countries who thought
that by increasing the vaccination coverage, we will be able to live together with the
virus. But that’s not the case. Singapore and South Korea are the two countries which
people often refer to as role models in terms of vaccination. Singapore, with a
vaccination rate of 80%, thought they could live together with the virus, but the death
rate peaked afterwards. And same in South Korea. | have to remind you that vaccine
is like an umbrella. If the rain is heavy, you will still get wet. Having an umbrella is
better than having no umbrella at all. If the rain is too heavy, you need to have other
measures such as border control. With or without umbrella, if you are under the roof,
the roof means the border control, you will be safe. You will not get wet. But vaccine
alone will not prevent you from getting affected 100%.

In developed countries like the United States, the cumulative deaths per million is 273
times the number of New Zealand. It’s not 20 percent. It’s not 2 times. It’s 273 times.
Some said it may be due to culture. But you see, in Scandinavian countries, Sweden’s
number is much higher than other countries’ such as Finland and Norway, which are
very close to Sweden.

The Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response Committee of WHO
has been keeping records of all these numbers. At least 17,000 health workers died
from COVID-19 during the pandemic’s first year. Now, the global economy shock has
been its deepest since the Second World War. Also, people are facing the largest
simultaneous contraction of national economies since the Great Depression of 1930s.
We have 90% of students who cannot go to school. We also have educational and
economic impacts resulting in 10 million more girls at risk of early marriage because
of the pandemic. Gender-based violence support services have been fivefold increases
in demand. And we have over one hundred million people who will be pushed into
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extreme poverty. So, the world has regressed because of the pandemic. You can see
that we have infections, and we have aftereffects. Even if you weren’t infected, you
will still be psychologically and mentally affected by human rights and ethical issues
such as isolation and loneliness. These are the issues that we have been discussing.
It’s not just impacts on health. We need to also ask questions about the social and
economic effects such as domestic violence, education, poverty, and hunger. And
when we are rehabilitating our society, these are some of the demographics that we
have to focus on. For example, in a rich society like the UK, they realized that men
are directly affected by the pandemic, but females are indirectly affected by some of
the measures preventing the pandemic. So, these are different factors affecting
different genders. When we have an outbreak of infectious disease, some people are
under high risk factors such as age, obesity, and smoking habit. People living in
different areas are also exposed to different risk factors. People living in remote or
rural areas have a higher percentage of severe cases and infections. So, the impacts
are different and affecting different demographics.

It’s not just the infection. You also have aftereffects of the infection. If you are
infected, 43% will have aftereffects, even early dementia and cardiovascular disease.
And for those who have been hospitalized, 60% will have aftereffects. Also, this year,
the International Dementia Convention are warning the world that the there is a
hidden risk of our population having early dementia, with or without vaccination.

Of course, when you are fully vaccinated, you won’t be severely infected. But once
you are infected, you’ll still get these aftereffects.

So again, we need to be vaccinated. But we cannot rely only on vaccines. And even if
you are infected and you are not a severe case, eventually you will be affected by this
virus. You have higher risk of cardiovascular disease. You will also affect other
patients with other disease like cancer patients. So, you can see the x axis, the
mortality rates are all on the rise. And we are also reducing the life expectancy, even
in Sweden, up to 6 months. The entire population’s life expectancy is shortened by
over 6 months.

So, there’s a spillover of this impact. In Taiwan, during the peak of the pandemic, we
had a 70% more mortality rate compared to the same period last year. And altogether
this year, we have over 5,500 more deaths than last year. But people dying from the
pandemic was only 800 something. And that’s how it’s going to affect elderly citizens.
If we do not have a social security network, we cannot take care of people who are
without income, low-income families, and elderly citizens. And sometimes, when they

already have a doctor’s appointment, they will be postponed because of the pandemic
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and pandemic prevention.

And, it’s not just in the United States or in the UK. In some other countries, even
though the outbreak is not that serious, some older people are afraid to go to hospitals.
And that also affect their treatments. So, you need to look at the statistics
comprehensively. It’s not just about infections. It’s not just about mortality rate. You
should examine the entire health statistics and data to see how we can patch up the
holes to make improvements in different areas.

And we also have elderly citizens who need to be taken care of on a day-to-day basis.
However, they cannot receive any care. In the UK, the elder citizens have over 90%
of vaccination rate. But in New Zealand and other countries where these people didn’t
get vaccinated as early as possible. You can see there are impacts on different levels
and in different aspects.

So, who will be affected more? Elderly citizens. What kind of elderly citizens? You
can see that the Asians and Caucasians are not affected as much. But if you are poor,
the effect is greater. Even if you’re Asian. If you’re an elderly citizen, or if you’re
poor, you would be affected more. Income is a factor. Race is a factor. For African
Americans and Latin Americans, they tend not to get good medical care. For Asian
men, who are better protected, they are not affected as much.

So, for elderly citizens in long-term facilities, they are more vulnerable, and you have
to pay attention to their mental health and psychological health. Financial health is
very important as well. We need to pay attention to that. Also, for the vulnerable
elderly citizens, they can also contribute to our society, we should also involve elderly
citizens.

And when we provide care for elderly citizens through a contactless way, we need to
respect htem and also pay attention to their human rights as well as their mental

health. Even though we keep our physical distance, we need to continue to involve
them socially. We need to overcome these physical barriers to reach out to them, to
involve them, and to engage them. In terms of elderly citizens benefits, we need to
reconsider whether we have sufficient resources, social security, or a patient plan to
respond to these impacts within our health system.We’ve already talked about some of
these actions that we need to pay attention to.

The impacts of the medical system. First of all, for patients who does not have
COVID, there’s squeeze-out effect. When we have insufficient manpower, it’s
important for us to protect our medical professionals, and we have to make
arrangements for their workload. For these medical professionals who are taking care
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of patients, we need to provide them with full support, so they won’t bring the virus
home, and to make sure they have enough time to spend with their family. We have to
protect their family and children. So, these are some of the things that we need to take
care of because the medical professionals are not just heroes or angels. They are
vulnerable. They might become victims of the system, and virus as well. They are
protecting us on the first line, so we need to provide them with full backup.

We need to utilize technologies to help the medical professionals, and we need to have
quality statistics and reporting/alerting systems. We need to provide them with
personal protective gear. Because when they go in and out of different wards, they
need to put on protective gear, and that’s a lot of hassle. So, if we establish a smart
system, we can utilize technology that helps us constantly monitor our patients. They
have smart diagnoses; they monitor the blood oxygen, the breathing, and the heartrate
of patients. This helps to lessen the burden of medical professionals. We should
classify our hospitals and carry out patient triage system. Of course, this requires
money. We need to be smart with how we allocate our budget, and we need to
cooperate across different agencies, facilities, and hospitals.

We can utilize social media and the internet to reach out to our patients and provide
information. We can also utilize technology for remote medical services. And we
should also narrow the digital gap between different generations, especially, to help
the elderly citizens to access the Internet.

We also have to pay attention to our human resources, because we have seen a lot of
females quit their jobs. And in the future, how can we help them to go back to
workplace? How can we ensure gender equality in workplace? How can we ensure
equal opportunities?

Also, in terms of vaccinations, should we have a family doctor system to effectively
reach out to the community? For long term care, we should also cooperate with family
doctors, so that they can identify elderly citizens with needs. And we can identify
high-risk individuals without social security network, people who live alone, to
identify the problems as early as possible. Then, when you carry out remote medical
services, you will know your targets, you’ll know who needs your service. And you
know through which channels to reach out to them.

The WHO provided us with some simple tools. For example, we can help elders to
know how to maintain their health. Sometimes, they are afraid to go out; but if they
don’t go out and exercise, it will affect their health as well. We should teach them on
how to maintain physical and mental health, because they have this sense of loss and

78



Keynote Speech
E gt =3

loneliness. We should also pay attention to their mental health.

Because of the impacts on education, schools are closed. Students were being
prevented from getting educated. They lost time to be educated. And their
performance has lowered by 3%. That’s on average. But which kind of students will
have worse performance? For example, we have the urban-rural gap and wealth gap,
S0 you can see that the more disadvantage students will be affected more. What’s
more, according to this UK institute, Educational Policy Research Institute, if we are
making up for the lost time, we need to prolong the semesters. Not just that, we need
to provide students additional help, and we need to pay attention to student’s mental
health. For schools with more underprivileged students, they should get more funding
because these students are more vulnerable to the impacts of the COVID-19. They
were falling behind, and they were left behind. Their families could not help them
catch up. And that’s why we need to invest more resources to help these people. And
for teachers, we should support them with their continued professional training. For
example, acquainting them with knowledge to utilize technology so that they can
reach out remotely to more students.

Therefore, we have a so-called Remote Learning Readiness Index. We want all
students to have the resources and access of remote learning system. And this kind of
remote learning system can effectively provide the required or necessary education.
We have this set of indicators, including family resources. They investigate
community resources, family resources. In different countries, obviously, the
situations are different. For example, in some families, they don’t own a computer,
only a TV set. So, in terms of remote learning, the channel for them to get remote
education is TV. So that’s why when we teach remotely, we need to also take into
consideration of TV as one of the channels.

In terms of remote learning, we also need to consider the parents; policy-wise, related
policy, related political support and training of teachers and so on. Next, the risk
evaluation of the education system. Taiwan is trying to expand the capacity and
infrastructure of remote education, and this is something that we need to prepare well.
So, from school, teachers, to students, student communities, digital literacy is
reducing the digital gap. And while we provide these facilities, we will try not to so-
called double deprive the rights of these students. We want to mend the digital gap
instead of enlarging it. And a lot of people thought that it would be better to go back
to the schools, but the communities and the schools need to prepare it well. And of
course, the learning environment also needs to be taken care of. If there is a digital
gap, how can we provide additional digital assistance?
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Another issue is the pandemic prevention at schools, including the social bubbles for
students and teachers. Since air transmission is considered a very important
transmission channel of COVID-19, improving the ventilation of air-purifying
facilities are critical to the student’s health. And the ventilation in bathrooms is also
very important, but we will not talk too much about that.

Male and female have been impacted in different ways. While males are affected by
infection itself, females are affected by the pandemic prevention measures. If the
female in the family is also working, she will be affected in terms of her work. And
there are certain occupations that tend to be impacted more by the pandemic. So, the
economic impact or the work impact have become more severe for females. And
females tend to work from home for longer hours than males do. The percentage of
females returning to work after the pandemic is also lower than that of males.

Domestic violence is another issue. In addition to that, if women need obstetrician
service or they are in their pregnancy, their rights and benefits should also be
protected. While collecting data, we need to have the related data in a more
comprehensive manner to visualize these problems so that we can take proper
measures.

And for work, activities such as internet communication, food delivery service and
online shopping seem to have increased. And the relations between the employers and
employees have also changed. We see a bipolar situation in the employment market.
High skill, high income families have higher demands. But low skill, low demand is
the other end. Those in the middle are being affected the most. So, this is the situation
that we see. How do we prevent those in the middle being pushed to the lower end?

Therefore, the skill training arrangement is also very important. Sometimes, making
money is not enough. Those who make a lot of money may also have a higher
occupational risk. So, the matter of the employee benefit is is something we have to
pay a lot of attention to. And while preparing for the future, we need to pay attention
to the relation between the job market and employees. How can we provide basic
protection for the workers and plan for the new employee-employer relations?The
current Labor Act may not be able to cover the situation that we see nowadays.

In terms of environment building, we will come up with new ideas to cater to the
needs of pandemic prevention, and to respond to climate change. Aging population is
also a critical issue. | would urge the government to take all these factors into
consideration. We need to have a total solution so that we will be able to use it as the
basis when building new community residence in the future.
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Also very important is the economy. Some people would say that you either get sick
and die or starve to death. So, people would rather choose not to starve to death. But
data shows that this is the wrong description. Those countries would choose to open
their economy while having lots of confirmed cases. But for those countries who try
to prevent people dying from the disease will have a better economy performance. We
want to choose the right way of sustainable development. And it has proved that this
is the right path under the pandemic. Whether to open the border or not, it really
depends on the situation of the pandemic. If we open the border too early, the
economy will be affected.

For economy relief, of course, you need to support the families and sectors that were
affected the most. However, the cash coupon policy in Taiwan is too complicated, and
it only benefitted the sectors that were already benefitting from the pandemic. So, it
caused more inequality. That is not something that we want to see.

So, this is the chart, in which you can see those with higher death rate are the ones
whose economy damaged the most. As you can see, those with higher death rate
basically used zero COVID (elimination-red line) strategy.

Another strategy is mitigation (blue line). As you can see, the death rate of the blue
line goes really high and their
economy is not doing well. The
impact of the pandemic (red line)
SAR?(OV 2 elimination, not nlitigation,.((cftes besl @@ iS not as bad as the other Countries
outcomes for health, the economy, and civil liberties

choosing mitigation.

So, elimination, not mitigation,
creates the best outcomes for

8 3
?‘ﬁ*r:g;gm oo
e

health, economy, and civil
liberties. It is playing an active

role in recovering the economy.
As you can see, the economy has recovered significantly. In Taiwan, people are able
to go around in some areas, sometimes even without a mask.

So, the red line, the elimination strategy, seems to be harsher. However, it provides
less restrictions for the civilians.

The role of the government becomes very important. How to really meet the demand
of the public? Civil organizations are also important. And it’s crucial for professional
organizations to provide their suggestions. There are some opposite parties that

dissuade people from wearing masks or obeying stricter prevention measure. But it is
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more important to have opposition party that can promote the pandemic prevention
measures.

For example, when some COVID cases traveled from Taipei City to other cities, we
saw a lot of advanced deployments initiated by the local authorities, which was faster
than the action of central government, to eliminate the infection.

An editorial endorsed by all the heavy weights in academia and published in the New
England Journal of Medicine, the number one medical journal in the world, stated that
lot of people are dying in a leadership vacuum, but what we really need to do is
quarantine, isolation, social distancing, masks wearing, and border control.

Boris Johnson, British Prime Minister, was thinking about lifting lockdown measures
with more than 40,000 cases per day. So, when UK was planning to lift most of the
bans for pandemic prevention on July 19, British Medical Journal (BMJ), one of the
top journals in the world, quoted the content of the editorial saying that it is unethical
to take the umbrella away from persons while it is still raining. WHO also suggested
non-medical prevention measures as the number one priority, and vaccination the
second. It is something really important if you only use vaccines. I’ve shown you the
case of Singapore and South Korea. This will cause the death rate to go up. You
absolutely need to vaccinate. But other measures are also very important, which is the
strategy of elimination. If not stop spreading the virus, we will see more variants like
Omicron someday.

We need to do elimination. Even with vaccines, the virus will continue to change. So,
we need to respect the opinions from professional scientists. Border control, as |
mentioned, is important. If there’s any cases, find them out, and make necessary
lockdown measures. Also, while doing lockdown, you need to identify the cases so as
to shorten the lockdown period.

In Taiwan, we have the SARS experience. On May 10th, we saw the breakout of the
pandemic in Taiper area. The local governments of Taipei City and New Taipei City
initiated community screening and asked citizens to stay at home. That’s why we have
been able to control the situation in ten days.

Considering the measures taken by the municipal governments were moving ahead of
the central government, Commander Chen respected the opinions from the local
governments and experts and was willing to accept their proposals. Because the
medical professionals were still working on the front line, and they understood the
feelings of patients. Our commander was saying that elimination was impossible, but
we were trying so hard to achieve elimination. Lockdown is not our option, but we
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voluntarily stayed at home on weekends. And you can check the google traffic data,

that we actually lockdown on weekends voluntarily. Two cities were like dead castles.
We saved Taiwan.

Two mayors pushed the central government to run forward. The two cities were in
touch with the society and they continued to identify cases of infection day after day,.
They were relentless to finally identify all the confirmed cases. They were able to
contain and eliminate.

That is why we have the experience to deal with the Delta variant case when a new
confirmed case occurred in Pingtung. | think we relied a lot on the municipal
governments, and then people voluntarily stayed at home on weekends. If people go
out, the cases will reach another peak after seven days. This is a robust democracy.
The government doesn’t always make the right decisions. But we can all work
together, especially from the bottom up. We have the society and the municipal
governments. Sometimes, we may have different opinions with Minister Chen,
because there are mayors of different municipal governments, city councils, experts,
and scholars involved. | think we should be more open minded to more opinions,
because we all want to achieve common good. So, I think this is a good thing that we

accept each other’s opinions.

| think the American government understands that they gave up too early. It was like
opening up the Pandora’s box, and they can never make up for mistakes they made.
And of course, things happen, and we need to fix things. We have to pay attention to
the trauma experience refinement. WHO’s Pan-European Commission on Health and
Sustainable Development advises that, in addition to focusing on the area of health,
we should also regard health as a driving force of our economy.

| want to share with you the case in New Zealand regarding the budget allocation.
They have the overall state budget called The Wellbeing Budget. The budget will be
allocated to the different aspects that would affect the happiness of their people, like
the indigenous people’s medications, and children who are victims of domestic
violence. These social problem are identified. When the government is budgeting, all
the departments will be required to indicate whether their policy could make the
citizens happier. And according to the happiness index, the government decides on the
budget allocation.

So, this is a very long-term perspective to get our society prepared for, whether it’s
another pandemic in the future, or economic development. It’s not just about money.

We’re not trading life for money. I think the UN really wants us to be responsible in
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terms of the economic measures as well as investments. To conclude, we need to
understand or be aware that we have these compacts. And these compacts lead to
inequality, and our decision is very important. We need to make positive and scientific
decisions to create an all-win situation. Now back to Taiwan. Last year, we had less
than 10% of vaccination rate, but we all worked together. Even though it took us a
little longer, | think we achieved our success. This is just the mindset. You really need
to identify all the hidden cases when you want to eliminate the infection. In New
Zealand, they have this Wellbeing Budget and in Taiwan, we have the power of the
local governments and the society. If the local governments and the society all work
together, and interact with the central government well, and if the central government
is willing to listen to people’ opinions and to make some adjustments, I think we can
constantly improve our life.

Also, we should pay attention to the resilience. I think the Bloomberg’s Covid
Resilience Ranking encouraged people to open up the borders. Some of the top-
ranking countries opened up their borders and they fell down the ranking. Sometimes,
professional media agencies could not provide accurate information which might
cause an error of judgement. Let’s think about the value of political decision. As
politicians, | think if you value the wellbeing and health of your people, then
obviously, you will make right decisions.

Okay. This is my presentation. Thank you for listening.
Yung-mau CHAO (# & 75 ~Emeritus Professor, National Taiwan University) :

Once again, thank you, Professor Chiou. We understand that Professor Chiou is a

world-renowned expert, and she’s very actively involved in, for example, WHO.

She focused on the spillover impact of the pandemic. But it’s not just the health
impacts, because of the pandemic, we have seen all these negative impacts on elderly
citizens, disadvantaged children, female, and how we should focus on sustainability
and coexistence with the environment for our future development.

Director general or Professor Chiou also mentioned that how professionals, the
private sectors, NGOs, and municipal governments, even different political parties,
cooperated during the period of pandemic. Even though sometimes we have
opposition, we all work towards our common good to overcome all these different
difficulties. And we all wish to continue working together to minimize the impacts of
the pandemic and will continue to strengthen our control and prevention of the
pandemic.
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Once again, we thank Professor Chiou for the wonderful presentation. This is the end
of our keynote presentation. Thank you.

Chin-chang LIN (ﬁa?‘f % /Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

Thank you Professor Chao for moderating the keynote speech session, and thank
Professor Chiou for giving us the wonderful presentation.

Next, we have an International Forum, which will be moderated by Professor Chen
Li-kang from Soochow University.
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Host :
Li-khan CHEN (r# = k1), Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow University,
Taiwan

List of the Representatives from Each Assembly :

1. Yoshiaki MATSUDA (v 2 p%, President), Yoshiyuki KURIYAMA (& .1 4% {7,
Former Tokyo Councilor) ~Representatives for Japanese Local Councilors Alliance
(JLCA), JAPAN

2. Gina Gulanes PEREZ (PCL Advocacy Director), Maybelyn Dela Cruz FERNADEZ
(ACF Founder)  Representatives for Philippine Councilors League (PCL),
PHILIPPINES

3. Dr. H.Edwin Senjaya, SE., MM. ~Vice Chairman of Bandung Local City Council,
INDONESIA

4. Siliga Atiake KOFE Chief of House of Clan, Funafuti, TUVALU

5. Khai-loon LEE (% #~i% 3 R ), Representative for Penang Statw Legislative
Assembly, Councilor of Machang Bubuk, MALAYSIA

6. Lalaine MARCOS_~Ormoc City Councilor, PHILIPPINES

7. Sunny-wei WANG (2 = <3 R ), President of Taiwan Councilors Forum (TCF),
Councilor of New Taipei City, TAIWAN

Theme:
The Issues and Strategies of the Epidemic Prevention Measures During/After the
Epidemic

Live Streaming Video on YouTube (Starting at 1:54:30)

Japan’s Speech Materials

Indonesia’s Speech Materials (ppt file)

Tuvalu’s Speech Materials

Li-khan CHEN (Fft * K] / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

All distinguished ladies and gentlemen, welcome to our International Forum. | would
like to use this opportunity to welcome all the international guest speakers. Today we
have different speakers from 6 countries, and we have 7 presenters here. And since our
Japanese speaker is in a hurry to other meeting, I would like to first invite Mr. Kuriyama
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from Japan to present his ideas and points.

Yoshiyuki Kuriyama (& @4k 17 /Representative for Japanese Local Councilors
Alliance) :

Good afternoon. It’s a great honor to be here today. And also, thank you Professor Chiou,
for the wonderful presentation in thr keynote speck session. I think there are lots of
COVID-19 cases for us to reference, and it is a great experience which you shared with
us.

Since I have limited time, I couldn’t go into too much detail in terms of Japan’s
responses. | want to give you an overview of our efforts. In 2019, we have this unknown
virus from Hubei province in China. And because early on we didn’t have clear
information, and immediately we had this massive infection outbreak around the world.
And people panicked.

On March 11, 2020, the secretary general of the WHO announced that COVID-19 was
a global pandemic. So, early on, we should have tried to prevent the spread of the
pandemic through lockdowns. But the WHO failed their duty as the information sharing
platform. So that was unfortunate. But through this period, | think all the countries,
based on our only goal and foundation, tried to prevent the pandemic. | think it’s not
just protecting our own citizens, around the world, governments are also working
together or with private sector and organizations. We’re trying to control the spread of
the pandemic. | would like to once again say thank you to all of you who were working
so hard on the pandemic prevention.

In Japan, in terms of the pandemic prevention polices, our constitution doesn’t address
with an emergency response. When we were carrying out pandemic prevention, we
could not enforce or impose regulations because of our laws. We could only encourage
people to wear masks or vaccinate. We could only rely on the cooperation of our citizens.

Through vaccination, | think we have achieved a better result in terms of pandemic
prevention compared to before. Our new prime minister is committed to achieving
higher vaccination rate. And we’re using Moderna, Pfizer, AZ. Through giving different
kinds of vaccines, until yesterday, we have nearly 100 million who have received one
dose of vaccination, which is 79% of our total population, and 97 million who are fully
vaccinated for two doses. That’s 77.3% of our total population.

Hopefully, by early next year, | think we will be able to administer the third dose of
vaccination to all medical professionals. After that, we will start the third does of
vaccination for all of our citizens. Right now, we have over 20,000 medical
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professionals who already received the third dose of vaccination. And today, we will
see more people receiving the third dose of vaccination and that we will start
vaccinating our citizens for the third dose.

In the future, 1 think the Japanese government will try to ensure the supply of vaccines
and medications. We need to strengthen the identification and treatment, and we should
also plan ahead to prevent the next wave of infection. This past summer, we had a wave
of infection, and we learned a lot through that experience. So, in the future, we need to
be able to prevent more outbreak and we should strengthen vaccination, treatment,
medication, identification, testing, and screening.

Hopefully, we can reduce the number of severe cases so that we will have sufficient
medical resources. We want to safeguard life and health of our citizens. And in the
future, we want to lower the risk of infection and continue to ensure normal activities
of our society and economy. If the infected cases doubled or tripled, it will affect our
medical system. If in that case, we will have to limit and control the activities of our
citizens. We have specific plans and countermeasures to ensure the medical services
ready for other patients other than COVID-19 cases.

Right now, we’ve already detected the latest variant Omicron and we will continue to
respond to that as quickly as possible. Compared to the beginning of this year, we now
have expended 2 to 4 times the facilities. We have prepared specific beds at the public
hospitals and set up a team of medical professionals for the further expansion of the
pandemic. We will make full use of the big data capabilities of IT to verify the number
of hospital beds. Our government will also transmit resources such as medical
institutions, ward conditions, medical personnel conditions, artificial respirators,
medical equipment and other resources through G-MIS equipment to make a Mobility
and appropriate management, regulation and distribution.

These are the measures that we will take in Japan in the near future. And the relevant
laws and regulations are more stringent than other countries, so we’ve been trying to
develop oral medicines for COVID-19. However, the progress has been slower due to
stricter regulations. We will try our best to invest 2 billion Japanese Yen in oral medicine.
And the experiments are expected to be completed by March next year.

And that really depends on the impact of the Omicron variant to see whether there are
more severe cases due to the variant. And if that’s the case, then we probably will need
more than 350,000 to 500,000 doses for the oral medicine. We hope that by the end of
the year, we’ll be able to have 200,000 doses ready, and 400,000 doses by next March.
And in winter this year (2021), we are planning to take mid-term measures to ensure
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the medication. And we will also prepare 1 million doses of oral medicine. So, in
addition to the 1 million doses of vaccine that we prepared, there are a total of 1.6
million doses of oral medicine and vaccines altogether in preparation for the pandemic
next year.

And of course, that relies on the full cooperation of the general public. We hope that
the civilians can get the right information to help us, or to join with us to prevent and
fight against COVID-19. Sanitary, the word in Chinese, is actually created in Japan.
And it was passed on to other countries. So, sanitation has truly been an important
concept.

Nobody holds a positive view towards COVID-19, however, | believe that it actually
changed a lot of our lifestyles, including the way we learn and the way we work. It is a
revolution, so to speak. It is without question the expansion of COVID-19 has caused
a lot of divergence in many aspects in many countries. We can use it as a lesson and to
create a new society with a new system.

People around the world will be able to learn the lesson from the pandemic. In addition
to the government and the medical institutions, every individual needs to work together
to overcome the challenge.

| think this is important for everyone, and the world is closely connected. For example,
with the close of the border, our manufacturing business, tourism industry in Japan, and
the global supply chain will be interrupted. And of course, Japan is seriously affected
by the pandemic and the effect may last very long.

We need to prevent further damage from these impacts during the post-pandemic era.
We need to share the proper legal system, political system, and open information to
build better relationships and trust between countries, especially in cases like this.
Especially for this pandemic which could spread around the world, we need to
emphasize on that. So far, we haven’t found the root cause of the pandemic, and this is
something that we have to do to truly identify the cause to create an environment to
prevent such damages from happening again.

We need to build a solid relationship with other countries and also protect the supply
chain. I think these are all very important issues. So that made me further recognize the
importance of ACF. In the future, I truly hope that we will be able to further develop
the influence of the ACF.

Li-khan CHEN (Fft = K| / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :
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Great presentation on how the Japanese government fight COVID-19. You mentioned

many different mechanisms for central government as well as local governments to
fight with COVID-19.

Here, | would like to use this great opportunity to say thank you to Japan. During this
June and July, your government sent 3.4 million doses of AZ to Taiwanese people. We
would like to show our gratitude for your government and Japanese people. It’s a
friendship between Japanese and Taiwanese people. And thank you so much for your
presentation. Thank you for sharing.

Our second presenter will be from the Philippines. It will be from the PCL’s chairperson
Danilo. Would you please begin your presentation? Thank you very much.

Our Philippine representative, are you ready to speak out?
PCL :
Our chairman cannot log in, due to internet connection problems.

Li-khan CHEN (m = K] / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

Okay so, any representative or delegate?
Gina Gulanes PEREZ (PCL Advocacy Director) :

I would like to invite Maybelyn Dela Cruz-Fernadez, as one of the organizers of the
Asian Councils Forum, to speak on behalf of our National Chairman Danilo
Dayanghirang.

Li-khan CHEN (m = K] / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

Yes, welcome Maybelyn, please.
Maybelyn Dela Cruz FERNADEZ (ACF Founder) :

Thank you. Good afternoon, everyone. I’'m very grateful for this opportunity to be part
of the Asian Councils Forum again. And as | understand with Gina, the Philippines will
be hosting the 6th Asian Councils Forum, and we just want to show our gratitude to
everyone for their support of the ACF. | hope that in a few minutes, chairman of the
PCL, chairman Danilo will be able to log in. In the meantime, as Mr. Chairman’s request,
we can do other presentations first, while we wait for him, because he is doing the
presentation.
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Li-khan CHEN (mt * K] / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

Thank you, Maybelyn. Thank you so much for your ideas. Our third presentation will
be from Indonesia, from our distinguished councilman Dr. Edwin.

Would you like to present on the Indonesian case?

Dr. H.Edwin Senjaya, SE., MM. (Vice Chairman of Bandung Local City Council,
INDONESIA) :

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. First of all, I would like to express my gratitude
for this opportunity. And | would like to say thank you to all the participants and the
speakers today.

I’'m Edwin Senjaya, vice chairman of Bandung City Council. 'm going to speak about
the family and community as well as food security. The COVID-19 pandemic has
brought many impacts to many aspects of the world as well as unprecedented global
challenges. The community restrictions are enforced because of the virus. It means that
people do more activity at home. Because it changes the community we have here, they
now become more individualist. Another impact of the pandemic is panic buying. They
feel very scared, so they stock up on this daily necessities at home, as far as possible
before the epidemic starts, to store supplies. The panic buying brings out the ignorance
of others. The demand for food in the pandemic is also an issue. Many people want to
make sure they have food to fill their needs. Especially food and medicine is demanded.
Another negative impact of this pandemic is the high rate of unemployment because
the companies and enterprises are forced to stop their businesses. But there is a good
side to the COVID-19 outbreak. The epidemic has raised the awareness of the
vulnerability of the community to the disease. At the same time, people can use a
healthy diet, regular exercise, better sleep, and more regular health checks.

We overcome food problems in a program. It’s called Buruan Sae. Buruan Sae 1S a
program to overcome food problems. We have 8 activities of Buruan Sae. First,
vegetables gardening. Second, fruit gardening. Third, medicinal plants gardening.
Fourth, fish farming. Fifth, poultry farming. Sixth, organic waste management. Seventh,
seeding. And the last one is to process the products of Buruan Sae into high economic
value products.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, we have expanded the Buruan Sae by collaborating
with many sectors, including municipal cities, communities, media, national NGOs, as

106



International Forum
B %

well as the Indonesian National Army Force, and the Indonesian Police. Overall,
Buruan Sae does not only support the family needs but also the surrounding
communities. For the recovery of our community, we have a family green finger
program that can increase our happiness index, strengthen the immune system, and
make the spirit happy. In the future, we will not only measure the country's progress by
GDP growth, but also GDH, the country's happiness index, and GDW, the well-being
index of the people.

With that, the products of Buruan Sae can be traded widely to raise the community
income. Here are the pictures of Buruan Sae activities, where the farm can be used to
grow various types of vegetables and fruits to meet daily needs. Here we all thought
that Buruan Sae is becoming the solution on providing healthy foods. Food supply chain
consumes time on getting healthy products, especially during this pandemic period.
Buruan Sae contributes to food security and sustainability in this area.

That is all what | present today. Thank you for your attention. | hope that everything is
clear in my presentation. | hope that this can be an inspiration for other cities as an
effort to prepare for life after the pandemic. Finally, I hope you’re always in a good
health. Stay healthy and happy. Terima Kasih. Thank you.

Li-khan CHEN (f = K| / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

Thank you very much, Dr. Edwin, for your wonderful presentation about the food
shortage issue in the pandemic. Particularly, I’'m amazed with your presentation on the
food supplies issues.

Apparently, this is a wonderful activity. You bring that activity from the community-
base up, and it provide wonderful fruit for the community. It is a wonderful program.

Particularly, our honorable Vice-chairman mentioned that you are joining the ACF for
the first time. Your presentation is very much welcomed. Hopefully, in the near future,
you will continue to join this big family of ACF.

Definitely, | agree with you totally that COVID-19 is a crisis, but it is also a reflection
that we should do something else. We have to do something innovative to bring our
food and education to our communities. In your case, you were talking about the food
supply issue. It’s quite critical in the world, in Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia, and in
many other countries. So, thank you for wonderful sharing in this regard. Thank you
very much.

Thank you. And please consider joining our ACF, please. Thank you very much.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, our next presenter is from Tuvalu. Because Tuvalu is very far
away, we have a little bit of difficulty with the communication. So, we have a pre-
recorded video. And although Tuvalu is quite far away, this is its third time joining the
ACF forums. Let’s welcome Chief Kofe. Thank you.

Siliga Atiake KOFE (Chief of House of Clan, Funafuti, TUVALU) :

Tuvalu is lucky so far for it is yet to catch the Covid-19 virus. In what follows | will be
sharing the government plans in the event of the virus reaching Tuvalu. I will also
mention the plan for after the epidemic has landed and infection running havoc in the
local economy.

First, the country has been declared a no-entry zone, banning entry of people except
Tuvalu citizens who have been vaccinated against the Corona virus within the last 3
days prior to departure and show negative test results. On arrival travellers are
quarantined for 14 days in special facilities provided by government and treatment
provided if necessary. Commercial flights have been grounded except approved special
flights that bring in medical supplies and returning citizens. Imported-food and fossil
fuel are brought in by ships that are granted special passage by government to bring
essential cargoes to the only port of entry on the capital island. The control and
monitoring of the logistics (transport and movement of goods and people) is the
responsibility of the National Covid-19 Taskforce that was appointed at the start of the
epidemic in 2020. So far, the taskforce appears to be achieving its protection objective.

One defence against the infectious disease is self-isolation. Some 600 people on their
own volition have moved to the outer islands at government expense. On the capital the
local government has built new villages on the islands around the Funafuti lagoon hence
decentralising the population from the main settlement. The fragile food supply that
relies on transport and overseas suppliers has prompted locals to invest in local food
gardening. On the outer islands local food gardening has always been there and the
Covid-19 event has impelled them to produce for sale and improve the nutrition and
food security in the country.

Covid-19 affects the way people live; it is becoming the ‘new normal’ and people are
learning to adjust and live with the pandemic. Cost of living has increased because of
the restriction on transport to Tuvalu and the extra effort required to produce more local
food as substitute for imported food. The rising cost effect reverberates through-out the
local economy making services more expensive.

In future the lockdown terms will be relaxed and open to non-citizen. Quarantine time
can be reduced to three days, meals, accommodation and treatment will be provided by
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the government. Isolation facility will be provided for low symptom cases and high
symptom cases will be hospitalised.

The Health ministry has indicated that there is a lot to be done to bring the country up
to speed for Covid-19 that will eventually come. For instance foreign staffs leaving at
the end of their contracts left vacancies unfilled and necessitated recycling local staff
from elsewhere in Tuvalu creating shortages there and reducing the overall quality of
medical service in the country. Some of the outer islands are considering lockdown for
their island when Covid-19 is officially in the country.

Thank you.

Li-khan CHEN (& = K| / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

Thank you, Chief Kofe, for sharing your situation regarding COVID-19. I’'m so pleased
to hear that Tuvalu is like a heaven during COVID-19. Your country is segregated from
other parts of the world. You have very little infection issues. And only three days for
quarantine. That’s wonderful. You mentioned local economy and food supplies. | think
it’s a great point to think about how we produce food. To produce food locally, from
the grassroot community. | think that is wonderful. Thank you for your presentation.

Yes, I’'m curious about our Philippines delegates. Is chair Danilo around here? Not yet?
Okay that’s fine. We will continue our presentations. I would like to ask our delegate
from Malaysia. Li Kai-lun councilman. Distinguished Li Kai-lun councilman, are you
here?

Khai-loon LEE (% ¥~ 3% B / Representative for Penang Statw Legislative
Assembly, Councilor of Machang Bubuk, MALAYSIA) :

Yes, yes, I’'m here.

Li-khan CHEN (m = K] / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

Thank you so much for being with us. Are you ready for your presentation?

Khai-loon LEE (% #vi4 3% B / Representative for Penang Statw Legislative
Assembly, Councilor of Machang Bubuk, MALAYSIA) :

Yes. | am ready for my presentation. I’m from Penang, the northern part of the peninsula
of Malaysia. First of all, I would like to thank everyone for inviting me. Actually, I'm
going to speak in Mandarin. I think we have the translation as well.
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First of all, I would like to thank Honorary Chairman Lin and Chairman Wang, Minister
Chen, and Professor Chiou. Thank you for the keynotes, and great presentations.

I’'m attending the 5th Asian Councils Forum on behalf of Penang State Legislative
Assembly, and our speaker, Mr. Law Choo Kiang (¥ #). It’s a great honor. I'm very
happy to see all of you, especially to have this opportunity to exchange with our friends
in Taiwan.

I just heard Minister Chen’s presentation and Professor Chiou’s keynote. I think |
learned a lot. Especially when it comes to the pandemic prevention experience of
Taiwan, and different measures and responses in different aspects. I think this is a great
learning opportunity for us in Malaysia and in Penang. And we understand that this
pandemic has impacted Malaysia severely. Early last year, we started okay in terms of
pandemic prevention. We immediately implemented lockdown policy. And we pretty
much stopped all economic activities. Everyone had to stay home, so early on the

pandemic was well under control, and it didn’t affect us as much.

But, early on this year, we have had daily confirmed cases. The record was 25,000
confirmed cases in one day, and we hadn’t started vaccination yet. We didn’t even have
a vaccination plan. And all of a sudden, the outbreak almost went out of control and the
mortality rate was quite high. Some people even passed away on their ways to the
hospital. They weren’t even hospitalized. It was quite serious, but now the pandemic is
a little bit under control. Right now, the confirmed cases every day, compared to Taiwan,
is still quite high, because in Taiwan it’s almost zero every day. But right now, in
Malaysia, the number is about 4,000 to 5,000 confirmed cases every day.

So, | think the pandemic is still quite serious in Malaysia. However, the fortunate thing
is that vaccination rate is rising. Out of the entire population, the adult vaccination rate
is 97.2%. As for teenagers age 12-17, our national vaccination percentage is over 86.6%.
Also, the central government has prepared 2.6 million booster doses as the third dose.
So, the vaccination rate has increased and is accelerating.

But as you all may know, now we have the variant virus, Omicron, which basically
stopped our plan of opening the border by the beginning of next year to welcome
tourists from all over the world to come to Malaysia.

Because under such circumstances, as we do not know the effectiveness of the vaccine
on Omicron, we will try to make adjustments facing the uncertainties. This is something
that is still in progress. And Professor Chiou said it well, that the vaccine is like an
umbrella, it cannot really eliminate the virus.
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If we expect the pandemic to be fully eliminated in 2022 or enter the endemic stage, |
think we still cannot be sure that Malaysia can enter the endemic period. So, this is the
biggest challenge that we are facing right now. As we all know, it is impossible for us
to go back to the stage of full lockdown, stopping all the economic activities. That is
not possible. We still need to ensure high vaccination rate to reduce the infection. And
also provide booster dose for the first line medical professionals.

And ACF actually plays a very important role. We need to be prepared for the post-
pandemic era. In Penang, the councilors office mentioned earlier about local councilors
of the opposition party and what roles they play during the pandemic. In Penang, we
have lots of so called service centers of the councilors. They have become the call center.
We will call those who are in home quarantine to check on their needs. We can provide
some services and consultations. Domestic violence also increased because everybody
stayed at home. So, we have a first support point. Those who are victims of domestic
violence can call these service center of local councilors. We will also connect with
local police and hospitals, in the hope of providing necessary support and assistance to
the victims.

And information technology plays a very important role during the pandemic. So, these
service centers also act as hubs to provide information to local residents. These are the
3 roles that we play during the pandemic.

I think this is really a critical time for all. It’s actually a test for the politicians on how
we’re able to solve the problems for those who are forced to stay home. And how can
the government provide the umbrella and support the needs of the civil society. | think
that is what we have to do at this moment. And we really need to identify the problem
and solve the problem. So, with that, | would like to conclude my presentation. Thank
you very much.

Li-khan CHEN (m = K] / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

You mentioned that local councilors can act as call centers and provide sufficient help
to household issues, even domestic violence. And it can also serve as great digital
communication centers which dispatch information about COVID-19 and news updates.
And also, we can tell that in Malaysia, you tried to adjust your national policy all the
time when you face new variants. Thank you for your sharing.

And your city, Penang, is famous for your cultural and food diversity. Great food
provided by your city. Thank you very much.
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Next, how about Maybelyn, would you like to present and say something?

Maybelyn Dela Cruz FERNADEZ (ACF Founder / Representatives for
Philippine Councilors League, PHILIPPINES) :

Thank you for the opportunity to present. We see the pandemic has presented
unprecedented challenge for humankind in the past three years. You know, affecting us
in a multitude of ways. This pandemic has also changed the way humanitarian
communities assist. With the local and central humanitarian is being the forefront of the
response.

You know, the interagency task force of the Philippine Emergency Infectious Disease
was convened in 2021. On March 7 last year, when we found the first confirmed case
and confirmed the spread of the epidemic, the Philippines entered a state of emergency.
Our community quarantine was initially put in place for the national capital region,
starting on March 2020. Since March 25, the entire city has been closed and quarantined
for a long time. The initial quarantine was extended up to April 3rd last year.

Several quarantine protocols were implemented on the evaluation to adjust the
measures. These restrictions in mobility between quarantine areas, we called them ECQ,
or Enhanced Community Quarantine. It’s a stricter quarantine that implemented in the
movement of residents. Public transportation is suspended, and only economic
activities related to the essentials and community services are allowed. There’s
heightened presence of uniformed personnel to enforce quarantine protocols, so | think
for the first two months into the pandemic, we had ECQ for the entire country. Modified
enhanced community quarantine was also implemented as a transition phase between a
ECQ and a GCQ(General Community Quarantine ).

Strict home quarantine and the suspension of public transportation are still in place. But
the mobility restrictions are relaxed for work-related activities. Government officers
operate under a skeleton workforce. Manufacturing facilities are allowed to operate
with up to 50% of the workforce. And transportation services were only allowed for
essential goods and services.

In general community quarantine though, individual without health risk are not allowed
to move within quarantine zones. Public transportation can operate at reduced total
capacity of passengers. And finally, we have what we called modified general
community quarantine. And this is first the transition between GCQ and the new one.
All persons are allowed outside the premises with public health standard. Local
government units have issued a series of measures to carry out epidemic prevention
work.
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Right now, we are very grateful. But with the emergence of Omicron, we only have a

couple cases of that variant in the country that we have detected. But we have been
affected by other variants. In a few weeks, we had a surge of cases in the country.

But probably, because of the massive vaccination program of the country now, we have
seen very few cases coming in from the reports. And for that we are very grateful.
Millions of doses are now being inoculated to our countrymen and a lot of Filipinos
now are more willing to take the vaccine. Now, probably because it seems that the
vaccines are working and more Filipinos would want to get vaccines. We are seeing
less of cases rising and | think that is a good thing for our country.

Li-khan CHEN (m = K] / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

Thank you, Maybelyn, for your wonderful presentation.

Maybelyn Dela Cruz FERNADEZ (ACF Founder / Representatives for
Philippine Councilors League, PHILIPPINES) :

Chairman, my sincere apology. Let me really explain something. I’'m supposed to be

just a participant in this forum. But I'm very grateful to be talking to everyone today.

Li-khan CHEN (m = K] / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

| still remember, you, Chairperson Lin, and Japanese Chair Matsuda, held the first
annual meeting in 2016 in Manila together. | have vivid memory about your hospitality.
You had a wonderful team working with the deligates of the ACF. Thank you so much.

I’'m looking forward to next year’s in the Philippines.

Maybelyn Dela Cruz FERNADEZ (ACF Founder / Representatives for
Philippine Councilors League, PHILIPPINES) :

Yes, we’re looking forward to next year’s ACF in the Philippines. Actually, we have a
member of the city councilors, Gina Perez, who is also presenting at the TCF and would
like to add something.

Li-khan CHEN (Ff * K] / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

All right, please. Thank you. Does anyone wants to say something?

Gina Gulanes PEREZ (PCL Advocacy Director, PHILIPPINES) :
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Yes, | would like to recognize our chief chapter president and also invite Councilor
Lalaine Marcos to share with us. Her experiences on the city level as well as the
pandemic response headed by one of the most popular mayors in the country, Mayor
Richard Gomez. Councilor Lalaine, you may share with us your experiences in Ormoc
City.

Lalaine Marcos (Ormoc City Councilor, PHILIPPINES) :

Hello, it’s my honor to be able to participate here. I was a participant, not a speaker.
Anyway, I come from Ormoc city, it’s a little dot in the north of the Philippines, in a
corner of an island called Leyte. We have 240,000 residents in Ormoc. And right now,
it’s been five days that we have zero COVID cases. So we are very proud of our
achievement here. Even as we know there could be a rise again, because we have
already our restrictions. Ormoc city, headed by Mayor Richard Gomez, who is a very
intelligent and visionary leader, closed down its border last March 15, two days earlier
than the Philippines President declared.

Our residents can only come home, but they must quarantine themselves. We were
lucky enough that we had a facility as an evacuation housing project that was not yet
turned over to the BOT user, which we used as our quarantine facility. So, for more than
a year, people were going home from outside of our city, would be required to do a 14-
day quarantine. It was the government who told us we had to quarantine. Right now,
statistics showed that we have had 3,000 positive cases all throughout the two years,
almost two years of the pandemic. But slowly it tapered down to 0 last week.

We are hoping to maintain it. We already reached more than 90% vaccination. We are
the only city in our part of the Philippines that bought our own vaccines. Other areas
just rely on the donations, but we, Ormoc City, decided to buy our vaccines so that we
can be sure that we will be able to calculate our populations. We have prepared the third
boosters ready. We have already calculated our 12-17 and as for our 5-11 kids, we are
hopeful that we will be able to open face-to-face classes fairly early.

This is as far as the Ormoc experience is concerned. We had a problem with how to
feed our people when they stopped working during the lockdowns. What we did was
give them two sacks of rice each household, which could be able to feed them for six
months, and encourage them to be self-sufficient and to barter, such as vegetables. And
our distributing Kits encouraging people who want vegetables. And those who went
home to big cities, or migrate to Ormoc City, because they had problems on where to
get the food, and we were able to welcome them briefly.

That is all. As of this time, we have zero COVID, and we hope to keep it that way
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though we know it would be impossible. Thank you very much.

Li-khan CHEN (& * K| / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

Thank you very much, Ms. Marcos, for your nice presentations. As you mentioned,
many local governments always take initiatives, providing sufficient vaccines and
sufficient food for the local needs. That is important for local government and the local
council people. That’s great.

As our speaker Professor Chiou mentioned, in Taiwan, we did the same thing. Our local
government, our mayors, took initiative protecting local people. And you showed us a
successful example of how a local government of Philippines protected its people by
providing rice and sufficient food for local families. Thank you very much for the
presentation. Wonderful case. Thank you.

Is there a presentation from Pakistan? | want to check with you, if you are available,
you’re more than welcome to present. If not, | would like to present our Chairperson
Sunny-wei WANG from Taiwan. Last but not least, let’s welcome President Wang.

Sunny-wei WANG (2 = = _/President of Taiwan Councilors Forum, Councilor of
New Taipei City, TAIWAN) :

Thank you, our friends from different city councils from different countries. Originally,
we had a ten-minute presentation prepared to share with you on the responses of New
Taipei City government for the pandemic. I’ll just go over the background. During the
pandemic, | think New Taipei City was the most severely hit. Under the leadership of
Mayor You-yi Hou, we adjusted on a rolling basis. We have deployment in advance,
and we also incorporated the police system into the pandemic prevention. Because of

time limitation, I’1l just be brief with my presentation.

Unlike other cities, | think our main objective is to sever the chain of infection. Because
we believe that we need to first contain the spread to lessen the burden of our medical
service and our medical professionals. COVID-19 is a highly infectious virus. It’s one
person infecting 8 to 10 other people, and it’s spreading at a very rapid speed. That is
why our main objective is to cut the chain of infection.

And of course, the investigation, screening, testing, are very important. We need to
understand and investigate the footprints of the patients. And of course, the police were
a great help. Mayor Hou was once the director-general of National Police Agency. So,
it’s almost like we’re monitoring those wanted criminals when we’re investigating the

footprints of our patients. [ want to make sure where they’ve been to and whom they’ve
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come into contact with. We identify all these contacts. We test all these contacts to see
if they turn out negative or positive.

And if they have negative results, we ask them to quarantine for a brief period and then
we will test them again. Usually, when you come into contact or interacted with a
confirmed case, you are required to be quarantined for 14 days. You’ll be tested on the
very first day, and again on the 14th day. If you get negative results both times, you will
be released. In other words, through this method, we effectively identified all the

potential source of infection. That’s step 1.

And step 2, we utilized scientific analysis to examine the footprints of the confirmed
cases and identify hotspots. We established testing stations at these hotspots. Then, we
asked all the neighboring residents to come to be tested. It’s not compulsory testing but
recommended testing, and the highest number was 1,000 per day. 1,000 people came
for testing. And of course, if the results turned out negative, those people were released.
But if the rapid test results came out positive, then we would investigate their footprints,
who they came into contact with, and their family members.

So, we took a very proactive mindset trying to identify all the sources of infection, and
to eliminate all the cases. And that was why we were able to achieve 0 confirmed cases
108 days after the outbreak. And of course, once you’ve achieved elimination of
confirmed cases, you will have to control the border and strengthen the monitoring.
This is just a brief presentation.

Early on this afternoon, we had the central government and our fellow municipal
government officials sharing with us some of our preventive measures. And even
though right now in Taiwan we are only in level 1 alert, we still ask our citizens to wear
masks at all times, to sanitize their hands, to observe social distancing rules, and to
sanitize our environment. We will continue to implement these measures. Hopefully,
the pandemic will be over as soon as possible so we can return to normal life, thank
you.

Li-khan CHEN (& * K| / Professor of Dept. of Political Science, Soochow
University) :

Thank you very much, Chairman Wang Wei-yuan, for your wonderful presentation. As
all our distinguished presenters mentioned, local governments and local councils play
the key role in terms of change during COVID-19. From what you’ve shared, we have
seen so many new ways of life: new economy, new food supplies. Personally, 1 do
believe that local government and local community will be an innovative way to cope
with COVID-19. We thank you for all the wonderful presentations and sharing from all
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the communities and from all the local governments. Thank you all for sharing. Thank

you for your participation. This is the end of the international forums. Thank you very
much.
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Host :

Chin-chang LIN (i %), Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum (TCF)

Reported by :
Pao-chien WANG (2 %4#),~Associate Professor of Dept. Hakka Language and Social
Science, National Central University

Live Streaming Video on YouTube (Starting at 3:07:00)

Chin-chang LIN (++F %/ Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

We thank Professor Chen as the host of the International Forum. Ladies and
gentlemen, our forum has come to an end. The following are the six panel discussion
conclusion reports and closing ceremony. First of all, Professor Wang will briefly
conduct the panel discussion conclusion reports. For today’s event, we made
arrangements for government agencies, and expert scholars, to discuss, and we will
report on some of the measures implemented by Taiwan in six areas. The six areas
are: domestic violence, community care, care for disadvantaged, national education,
local economy, and pandemic prevention. We organized six different panel
discussions. We invited councilors, legislators, government officials, experts, and
scholars. Since some of you couldn’t attend those discussions, we are going to report
on some of the discussions and conclusions during those panel discussions.

Also, this afternoon at 1 o’clock Taipei Time, we had a discussion among the
founding members of ACF. Taiwan, Japan, and Philippine representatives discussed
on the hosting rights for the 2016 ACF. We are thankful for the Philippines. Back in
2016, the Philippines hosted the first ACF in Manila. Five years later, today, PCL’s
chairperson has agreed to host the 6" ACF next year regardless of the pandemic. It is
to be decided whether we will conduct the meeting online or organize a physical
meeting.

This afternoon, we discussed that the Philippines will host the forum next year. And
we also accept the proposal from Japan that, in the future, ACF will invite college
students and high school students to act as observers for these forums. We consider
they will explain the details to their own members after they are back to their contries
later. This is the report of the conclusions of the Chief Delegate Meeting.

After the conclusion reports presented by Professor Wang, TCF Chairman Wang will
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make the closing remarks. Right now, | would like to pass the mic to Professor Wang
to summarize the conclusions of the six panel sessions. Professor Wang, please.

Pao-chien WANG (2 #%4& ~Associate Professor of Dept. Hakka Language and
Social Science, National Central University) :

Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon. | will just be brief due to the time
constraint. As for the six forums, we have invited scholars, experts, NGOs, and
councilors to attend. The participants come from three different areas. The councilors
are from metropolitans and rural cities. Basically, we have tried our best to collect
information from the government, the academia, and different regions. Therefore, the
perspectives have been quite diverse.

As for the six sessions. The first session is on domestic violence. The number of
domestic violence cases increased during the pandemic because everybody stayed at
home. Also, the shortage of income. Because a lot of people lost their jobs and stayed
at home, there have been more conflicts. We hope that the situation will be further
improved after the pandemic.

The second session is on social care, or community care. And for this session, we
agreed that successful aging is the key in an aging society for elderlies to be able to
endure their final years. So, providing incentives to lead our senior citizens into the
communities and providing service and contribution is the keypoint when making
policy decision.

In terms of social contribution, we need to pay attention to the participation rate of
different genders. So far, we see more female elderly people participate in community
activities. We would like to identify the resources of male elderly people and attract
their participation.

We talked about a specific case in the aboriginal countryside. The benefits of this case
are, first, integrated care. Second, creating employment opportunities for young
labors. And third, raising the awareness of the community.

The third session is on the care for the underprivileged population. In terms of dealing
with the pandemic, there are still differences in terms of regions. In rural areas,
there’re no drug stores, so the cost for shipping the resources is more expensive. So,
how to report the cases is still a problem; especially in rural areas where the
population is predominantly aboriginals.

The fourth group, there’re achievements and results of education. Under the
pandemic, people needed to study from home, so we started to identify the digital
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gap-the difference between rich and poor families, and the difference between cities
and rural areas. As for the teachers, the Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) Capability of the teachers is also very important. If they do not have enough
support, it’ll be very difficult for them to control the effectiveness of courses. And it is
very difficult for them to teach physical education online. And as for local economy;,
we talked about how to empower the finance decisions to the local community, to
enhance local government efficiency, and to promote local economy prosperity. And
we recommended to revise the law to add a new tax called the sharing tax. The sales
tax related to the local community will be shared fifty-fifty between the local and the
central government. There are two packaging mechanisms. Firstly, allocate the sales
tax revenue based on the employment population in the region. Secondly, set up a
balance fund, following the model of Germany to set up a balance fund for funding.

The six panel is on pandemic prevention. We focused on two major areas. Number
one, personnel, especially for the first line local government personnel. In addition to
vaccination, there’s a lot of logistic issues to be dealt with, such as how to setup
screening stations and quarantine hotels. With extended period of pandemic
prevention, it created a lot of burden for the first line personnel. How to increase the
headcounts, that is one issue. Number two, revising the law and dealing with the
issues emerged from the pandemic. That is something we need to improve in the
future.

These are the summaries of the six discussions. Due to the time constraint, | will not
be able to explain in detail, but we will summarize the data and put all these
information on the website (Chinese version only) for your reference. Thank you very
much.
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Closing Ceremony
B2 At

Host :
Sunny-wei WANG (2 = =) ~President of Taiwan Councilors Forum (TCF),

Councilor of New Taipei City

Live Streaming Video on YouTube (Starting at 3:16:30)

Chin-chang LIN (ﬁa?‘f % /Honorary President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

Ladies and gentlemen, our forum has come to an end. We are happy to see PCL
Maybelline and Mr. Matzuda in Japan, who co-founded the ACF 6 years ago with us.
We truly hope that this forum will continue to develop. Chairman Wang will make the
closing remarks. Chairman Wang of TCF, please.

Sunny-wei WANG (2 = = /President of Taiwan Councilors Forum) :

Thank you Honorary Chairman Lin. Thank you to our professors and all the councilors
and participants, for participating in 2021 conference. Thank you very much. It is a rare
opportunity for us to convene the meeting under the pandemic. We found the way to
interact through hosting this online meeting. I think this is also a testament of the time.
After the pandemic, I think it is a very crucial moment for human civilization. We’re
able to advance further after major disasters or pandemics. Our civilization will further
develop, and I hope that after the pandemic, we’ll be able to coexist with the planet in
a more sustainable way.

And lastly, 1 would like to thank the PCL for agreeing to take the responsibility of
hosting the ACF event next year. If we’re lucky enough to travel abroad, we will be
able to travel to the Philippines to attend the annual conference next year. And | think
this is what we expect to see because it’ll be exciting for us. I truly look forward to the
opportunity to go to the Philippines. Because many of us had unforgettable memories
when we attended the previous meeting in the Philippines. And after all these years, we
finally have the opportunity to go back to the Philippines again.

I would like to thank the PCL for taking on the responsibility once again,. However, if
we’re not able to move freely next year, maybe we’ll have another online meeting.
Through our interaction and our communication, we will be able to learn from each
other. We will be able to learn the best practices from different countries, and to make
the world a better place. Thank you again for everyone who contributed to this event.
All the professors, councilors, as well as all the staff members working behind the
scenes providing the best quality of the simultaneous interpretations for this event. As
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Closing Ceremony
LA
you can see, we have 13 laptops that is serving for us online. We also have 4 interpreters

of two different languages. They are the heroes with no names. That’s how we’re able
to have a successful online meeting like this.

On behalf of the organizer, Taiwan Councilors Forum, | would like to extend my
gratitude to everyone. Thank you very much. With that, we will close today’s session.
Thank you very much and see you next year!

143



IR ACR-E 5 el

Domestic Panel Sessions

144



FI-13: BRFFAOTERE S PR

agEA

LRY KRB EBAFEIEIR AR ABPRREL S SHRL S HERTE L
BOEp IR g &

El R SO

FRY OBRER MV EAFAETELTRG

ER S

0 fEE S RERES

B

AP R RETFe RE A FAAE R EAE 1 T A
e BEFF FREEEERAT

WEE TERGKE

Pl A4 &R

EaRO K CF: Aop ) e
AHA T T SR
RS S e
B A 3 doR B TR
YouTube 3§ » % &
¥ LRt )T

ERY(REFE/LBAELFTR K APREL o BRI HARZT L
FEpamapjmddf):

APiE- A AT LR R
A F AR R AR S R T 2 R
Sl S EIRN A PN S :'n,A,\\a,q
ARl fe 4~ AR E MRS ¥ AR =
ﬁ&f&*ﬁaki’{%&%Jma&°
BAOAPD AFAITEREE A
BHRAEEOREE Rz r s
A P ARFT ORIER S D

1 % o

BHAG e - A APSIFELRE B IR T
ﬁ\*’h’ﬁ-—g 1Ry ArengedR o B A R A i it e e r])f%O o =g
2 Ao BEF o AR F R R R EEE > S B B FORRE R ehy 30
a,?&a%aawmwwﬂmmﬂwiﬁ%4%4¢ﬂm## B 5%
BALe B2 RRAPPELRA B AL mﬁgﬁﬁ’%wwmﬂi¢@

’F_k

145


http://www.tcforum.org.tw/20220304180832.pdf
http://www.tcforum.org.tw/20220304181820.pdf
http://www.tcforum.org.tw/20220304181008.pdf
https://youtu.be/rZD04gGfScA
http://www.tcforum.org.tw/

FI-135 BRAFFRORER S PR
ARl PR W EATHD RERE > e E LG Lo

FAdmeR iRt T UREAAFF Y 5378 LA 7 F LA
TR m—ﬁl‘%’ﬁn‘a‘ﬁ UER E A S5 R O AR R S
,rmg Flegs A PR 2 R AR EBE O XD E AR ERRT é‘é?ﬁ'

T i AR fehE i ’bxfﬁgp-sﬁWWF”“”Qﬂkﬁf% T T AR
ﬁﬁﬁi,;ﬁzmﬂa ?\;Frs;g; HHFT € k4 m*ﬂ;ﬁ}{fw\zra 5 S
o FAAPREEATDE o < R0 R B AR T 60 4 Ry
RABT TR MAEIE RRERI LA G TR BERS e F A
PLOF L S AT gﬂ, -7 —ggain—iéa?ﬁ%%g;—ghﬁﬂ»1@@#&.
A AR R TR Pleh- VR - B oo

W

X REEED AP PIREFE B ES B e g s ERP TR
&bﬁ’@ﬁ?uﬁﬂwﬂﬁiiﬂw s R R R B E A e ik A
g o A s R AR EA PR o R AR RAE
I Rod F 0 Aok G Mf—;%’*ml’p Jé‘é;ailﬁ‘vmmﬁkg\;% Ve -
4F e AR o

;?a‘ (ﬂ} LA 94

Ny RS L HFr P RAMPEERoRERT L RG> £ H
{ﬁﬁﬁ%%Aﬁ’ﬁﬁ&Zﬁui’ﬂjﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ,ﬂwmiﬁiﬁﬁaﬁ
TREFT AREER a1 1T Wz L A o S

A0k (REL/PREAE6):

ERE SO )
LR TRCOREE FE Y
BEGEBE
iR EE AR
CE bl
EoFizwmilF K
RER B R
BenE g 25N
4R E s FL AP
T H L iE L K
fr-BRAIB oA APLES TR Aded - B TFRFE > By F & -
Qﬁﬁ’ﬁ%@ﬁwyﬁﬁk’wU$—Tféi\gmﬁgsgﬁﬂ R
P Aipe KRR G G RRA B o

! RimEA

REdEEFEERLSS

2o wow

=15 MRY
ZREZRNDFLALF

EBA : HBEEE TR WTR

FRP Lo BRI AN P AT BED 0§ R
R PSR (ERRA AP G L BB R AP L RERH 4 4o
S RETERE R A R SOR

146



P13 SRFFADhREER P
BT BARERA L FOIFRERILfoEF ORI (T T E - THRE
Pro g kPP (T - B RuE RS - AR FIAF S F DA R (T
G - T GNP R L SR RE P e 1T A eng 5] e FlE e
R o B :T‘k‘,‘{ih PEAIRFIMETR2EP I LIRGERFHEAREIHNGR

Fe L 1E o

A 23] Covid-19 38— B RAD 2 R R 4o FlB Sk - f@s?;i%\’
T & AP S PR f{@]prﬁﬁ%iw\ PR PR RLR AL B H AL
BITipik 50 BACTRE G B BRI T R Lk 0 R AL R8T 4 v
LR B RAEA PR RALG f R M B L PR

PR o x §AFRFRDEREORT ARFLER S 6 BB R A

."‘? FleicBEPRERMF DR > BT X pdh G e B3B38

3 ’(ELE»T&{&T%HH T N AL PR AP AR B EE - T
ﬂfr“gfifa;ﬁf@;.aré» RS SR

ERE FHXZMBALE — iR
S SN

=B . o

Riife T(F (D) womursams ¥ U6
RBRENER Fce B K AL -

¥oob— i RS i
J.T/F'ﬁﬁ 71"?

be et iR A

SLEE
Bhf& fa it R 7 £ R

F—RIEE 6 o £k g B
ES ey Lot  is R4 i
' EETERREYS DR E7
m‘}ZE’JE = Njpy l.'—hp;:ﬁ. )

F R BT R S R R R PR E R B AP AD R
EeiE s A B e AT liee AT EINAL B REPRF AT - L RP R iﬁﬂq‘}“
L7 AR T o A LIRIEH % F R ek

FREMITEEFFIRZNE A A R
P IR - B

‘6 -+
B AENES - T Fe B fH e &
= ES BB AR - FITI (0 6 3

WEGEBER - :
B R BT o
@ = =kicunc . A g

S Fih § g

ORI AT - B8 ‘

KIFEEMER - B s T L o

B (RN EE LR YT - —. %ﬁ?gﬁ;gﬁfgg’f % xv A
BIEEEETM - SRk fﬂ LR A
SHYREED TSR - g ,

_ﬂL
N

=

147



L1 BRFFAOREER P
A BIERE 0 Te B FlEpehe By AR R o 4 st REEZE 2 5y AR F
Tt fashp Bl ek A 0 B PR i) ,Tk,ig B oo PAPRIA R 0 4
“ﬁ Mepe 5 R Bk REHR Y G A5 s AR G -
el (T4 R TS g —?5;;‘, £ rxenfes > 7 R PR L BRI
o

ARG - BEROE I E BRI Y - R T fOREFE 2R g
\ HEE—GTEABRBRE w. & LR
REREAEDS e

EHUNEZERR - T
MR - BERR - &

SAEEABATHT - e e R R B ih
bt BESOHERS WWE - ¢ 5 % p L
o REWBAEG - WA

(a9 - ERIRHE - WM IT

2021 - Elﬁﬁ!ﬁﬁl‘lﬁ(COVlD 19)
ﬁﬁ:ﬂllﬁz"' HEREEH
175

BAnE. geEREEEE B E- Bo R
WER - BE - WEREg-
SHREARL 0 RS
HEEASR2EBT SR R
€4 AE - B £ ﬁf",:
-2

ShETK - FBTO.CC. ‘ T ehE

LR - AR QL EVEEERORRER , o ,

Bt M B AR A - N P oEE UTREEEEER E g H i
o RISEE -

AR KT B
APk Fo v EE - BAPM GPRIF{oELES c NS g3 G A B E 2R RDE
Boj RE G ARAF R g gE- B T.0.CCERR %M’%@;ﬁ—
B APM OB S e R E R o R AR AR L R AP AR
RF] o R4 F #ﬁmﬂ%”ﬁ’?huv%{a—@ﬁi’wwummﬁﬁﬁ@;
Bene AP REFUNT R 0 BARMEARE Y 0 B P aEERE Y o B A Fen
O RR G APT R R RN R - BAE T AN
Plend 5o A2 RF A > A F A a- BAAREGDTF 0 BB AN
PEZFI 2R AT BING ’%Wiaﬁﬁ$mzﬂg

T

y“%{ﬂé& ?ﬁﬂﬂ%mwﬁ4’mm?’% ZERE SR SRR ES
POl R Rty enpR e B H - R e BRI SR E R RET ng F KR 5 &
F R IR DT

Z B RIS EEE R ITERRE A AT R H
7B 0 A -
RRERBRESRNIE -

R EEM RSPUEEHR - BREA TS RPA
FiSRERS Z SRR EME A N P,
PCR%&!( NER 43 L Miﬁﬁfﬁf;mﬂ CEBRER Iﬁv{, ’ —'TJI ,_-l;_)\ 12730 0
RESIREEITT AL ) - WA RS EPE - HF BT R - B

weER  SeHszeEl  aucamEss [EEYNCIE D
R TUE T RETRR T
ERSRER - DS RESTER E—- 5 LR L L
B - BHERTREABHBLH SFHRE T SR «
BEEIRYS - #E R R R HRED B - BEGREEZF BG B RSP
S REN - MRS RS - it € UEDEREE.  p ey
BB ERER— R0 EREN BE2  REAEEER I PCR #& % = &
DRSS WE R RS - ERLAMER S SRR

LFRO TP AD R PR BB R e AL RS T Y-

148



Wip e 2R
2 E!'L z\;\. ,Fa
CRSEC Nl S (X s

e g 7
ko B CEERoREEEE ag se Fef rE
B&J{,';Lmﬂ“mw Voo

Eﬂ—ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬁ%@’ﬁgé
A OFT R Fli & AR 1 AR T
2 Y3 B £ H AR FE T pFiE @f“kL 3
U R et E R SRR KRG SR ik R 0
SR o L BOL S s o @ TFH,T.&;%&;T; FEiho # P AL
22k N "Emﬁ?‘% IR &
T AR A e NGO s 40 p o2 ty”%,é—i:b
g*ﬁ‘iliﬁﬁﬁbﬁ"ﬁ-@m’\ ” B3 H T REF
R FA P e - B2 RO kR R
e R 3R S
T‘t‘»-@ # lF“ NGO pe
el A v A

A

1133‘;

AL

,_E".;f\ i

B4

T_&

Ao Ay R

Byesfei

Z hf o drk

ko 2 H G FlEEh o
s EEHRARMERAIEEER - RAERITERR

=BT TFRER

535 (T AU E A BT WG B8 42 31 IR I ARG - mIA
WEFRESHFTL LU EREABIASH - SHEE
A SR EEE - )T A 06 B SR Rk R
S EEREBERI P LM TEBHRTE - GsR - 25
nzEw .

3 & - iR - TR 2021 BEFRERMNLCOVD-IORALTES
BEmaE

PEENENLTSE )
EERAREE
S0 0 A T T U G0 0 A S A

BAREAREN - DETRESQRMEE -
S B— @ LEENRERBRS RS

B T ™ IhEEEREN

6 -mnu-n-- & InSREEEAMENENE &
6  ERARSAVOEN = BUBRTEINTASHER
o RRERIEMBORE - M
HHIENRIRRT— - # i
&
dOF
DERRARBLED o = AR N B R
nnuunn: =
SROBRBWBSE Z DTS - BRBOEN = - GRREETHFANSBLRL

HERBIMERITARNSE - &II
ABMERRR - ANk - QRES -
G- RRENDEES  BRERS
BUHIARENRL - ERBMESRN

MRREMNEHEN - SREUe
MR- HETERBNESEL -
s DERES - DHSRE - 50

ERARENTRENES 25
RAURE  ER-RIFERAFHAN
7 RN 2w R - IER - 202 DEWMEGHNSR -
BANRAAANRCOVD. LYBRANENEN D
CURETTT TN I

149

L VRS

FloizBévte ~ §REB B R Lﬁﬂ%/ﬁ%“ﬁ o
B %

HoNiPeg
SRR YRR REE &

TR T

B4 nipR A FIR
@hﬁﬁéihﬁ’ﬂkﬁ%@?m%@“@%ﬁ%@’i?i

”‘&I%FEW‘ efdek + AL
g g o2 gﬁ't‘"kr%iklﬁ%‘ ’
—EL‘Ey’i”mem‘l T~ R »

IR
By g

- P o
BRI

m’skf—’g“:x 74-\7» im, '*'T
F ek 4

’Qﬁfbx

Apgy

F 3 A R TR K A R T e

L e
LEAH gk o E (XA